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THESIS ABSTRACTS/RÉSUMÉS DES THESES 
>'c -k & jç * >V Vc >V & >V 

Barry Wayne L u s c o m b e . " S o c i a l 
D i s t a n c e and S p a t i a l D i s t a n c e : 
S e g r e g a t i o n and D i s p e r s i o n of 
S o c i a l C l a s s e s i n R e g i n a , 
S a s k a t c h e w a n . " M.A. T h e s i s , 
Department of Geography, Univers i ty 
of Regina, 1977. 

Th i s s tudy i n v e s t i g a t e s t h e 
s o c i a l dimension of Reg ina 1 s u r b a n 
space . I t seeks to i s o l a t e and t o 
i d e n t i f y r e l a t i o n s h i p s b e t w e e n 
s o c i a l d i s t a n c e s and s p a t i a l 
d i s t a n c e s and t o show how t h e s e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s m a n i f e s t t h e m s e l v e s 
i n the s p a t i a l a r r a n g e m e n t of t h e 
c i t y . 

A r e v i e w of e x i s t i n g 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t s o c i a l 
s t r a t i f i c a t i o n precedes an a t t e m p t 
t o c o n s t r u c t a n d i d e n t i f y a n 
o p e r a t i o n a l s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e of 
R e g i n a . A l t h o u g h t h e s o c i a l 
s t r u c t u r e of Regina does not revea l 
a sys t em of d i s c r e t e c l a s s e s , i t 
d o e s i n d i c a t e t h a t s o c i a l 
d i f f e r e n t a t i o n e x i s t s , and t h a t , 
con t ra ry to t h e common c o n c e p t i o n 
of middle c l a s s un i fo rmi ty , s o c i a l 
i n e q u a l i t i e s and s o c i a l c l a s s e s 
p r e v a i l . F o r t h i s s t u d y , a 
f i v e - c l a s s s t r u c t u r e was d e s i g n e d . 
Occupat ional s t a t u s was chosen as 
the i n d i c a t o r of s o c i a l p o s i t i o n 
and was measured s u b j e c t i v e l y by 
means of a p u b l i c o p i n i o n s u r v e y . 
S p e c i f i c o c c u p a t i o n s w e r e t h e n 
s e l e c t e d as r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s of t h e 
s o c i a l c l a s s e s . 

Since t h i s study was concerned 
w i t h u r b a n s o c i a l - s p a t i a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , r e s i d e n t i a l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n data for the s e l e c t e d 
o c c u p a t i o n s w e r e g a t h e r e d f rom 
c e n s u s s o u r c e s a n d w e r e 
s t a t i s t i c a l l y and g r a p h i c a l l y 
summarized. V a r i o u s i n d i c e s were 

employed t o i den t i f y q u a n t i t a t i v e l y 
t h e i n f l u e n c e of s o c i a l c l a s s on 
the c i t y f s s p a t i a l form. I n d i c e s 
of d i s s i m i l a r i t y and s e g r e g a t i o n 
m e a s u r e d t h e d e g r e e o f 
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n in the r e s i d e n t i a l 
d i s t r i b u t i o n s of t h e s o c i a l 
c l a s s e s . An i n d e x of c l u s t e r i n g 
q u a n t i f i e d t h e t e n d e n c y f o r 
w i t h i n - c l a s s r e s i d e n t i a l 
a s s o c i a t i o n s a n d a n i n d e x of 
c e n t r a l i t y compared t h e r e l a t i v e 
d i s t a n c e s of the s o c i a l c l a s s e s to 
t h e c i t y c e n t r e . An i n d e x was 
d e v e l o p e d t o measure e m p i r i c a l l y 
t he r e l a t i o n s h i p between d i s t a n c e s 
on the s o c i a l s c a l e and t h e a c t u a l 
s p a t i a l d i s t a n c e s which s e p a r a t e d 
the c l a s s e s . 

The study showed c o n c l u s i v e l y 
t h a t s o c i a l c l a s s i s a d o m i n a n t 
f a c t o r t o be c o n s i d e r e d when 
a t t e m p t i n g t o d e s c r i b e and t o 
e x p l a i n t h e s p a t i a l fo rm of t h e 
c i t y . In g e n e r a l t e r m s , i t was 
f o u n d t h a t d i s s i m i l a r i t i e s i n 
r e s i d e n t i a l d i s t r i b u t i o n s of s o c i a l 
c l a s s e s were d i r e c t l y r e l a t e d t o 
t h e s o c i a l d i s t a n c e s w h i c h 
s e p a r a t e d them. C l a s s e s a t t h e 
extremes of t he s o c i a l s c a l e were 
most segregated from o t h e r c l a s s e s 
whi le r e s i d e n t i a l s e g r e g a t i o n was 
l e s s f o r c l a s s e s o c c u p y i n g a 
c e n t r a l p o s i t i o n on t h e s c a l e . 
S i m i l a r l y , t h e h i g h e s t and t h e 
l o w e s t c l a s s e s w e r e t h e m o s t 
r e s i d e n t i a l l y c l u s t e r e d . The study 
a l s o showed t h a t t h e d e g r e e of 
c e n t r a l i t y i s i nve r se ly r e l a t e d t o 
s o c i a l p o s i t i o n ; the lowest s o c i a l 
c l a s s i s t h e m o s t c e n t r a l l y 
l o c a t e d . T h e r e l a t i o n s h i p 
b e t w e e n s o c i a l d i s t a n c e s 
and a c t u a l s p a t i a l d i s t a n c e s 
c a n be g e n e r a l i z e d , w i t h few 
r e s e r v a t i o n s , a s a d i r e c t o n e . 
Because of much f a l s e consciousness 
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w i t h i n t h e s o c i a l s t r u c t u r e , 
b e h a v i o u r t e n d s to be i d e n t i f i e d 
according to th ree major d i v i s i o n s 
of t h e s t r u c t u r e - above m i d d l e , 
m i d d l e , and below m i d d l e . T h i s 
tended to modify t h e i n f l u e n c e of 
s o c i a l d i s t a n c e u p o n s p a t i a l 
d i s t ance but not so s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
a s t o c o n c e a l o r a l t e r t h e 
genera l i zed a s s o c i a t i o n . 

* * * 

Donald George R o s s . " P o p u l a t i o n 
Growth: The C a t a l y s t of S p a t i a l 
Changes in Regina, 1945-1975, With 
a P ro j ec t i on to the F u t u r e . " M.A. 
T h e s i s , Depar tment of Geography , 
Univers i ty of Regina, 1979. 

T h i s s t u d y e x a m i n e s t h e 
e f f e c t s of p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h 
( n a t u r a l i nc r ea se and migra t ion) on 
the s p a t i a l growth of t h e c i t y of 
Regina between 1945 and 1975 and 
the impact of continued p o p u l a t i o n 
i nc rea se on t h e s p a t i a l growth of 
the c i t y . The aim i s to unders tand 
one of t h e p r o c e s s e s t h a t i s 
shaping the s p a t i a l growth of t h e 
c i t y : the inf luence of p o p u l a t i o n 
growth on Reg ina 1 s morphology and 
i n f r a s t r u c t u r e ; t h e p h y s i c a l 
e x p a n s i o n of t h e c i t y by 
annexat ions ; t h e e x t e n s i o n of t h e 
t r a n s i t s y s t e m ; t h e p r o v i s i o n of 
P u b l i c and S e p a r a t e S c h o o l s , 
p l a y g r o u n d s , a n d p a r k s ; t h e 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t of s u b u r b a n 
shopping c e n t r e s ; and on l a n d - u s e 
changes i n t h e C e n t r a l B u s i n e s s 
D i s t r i c t (CBD). 

The bulk of t h e m a t e r i a l f o r 
t h i s s t u d y was o b t a i n e d f r o m 
documents of t h e p r o v i n c i a l and 
m u n i c i p a l g o v e r n m e n t s . B u t 
a l t h o u g h d a t a o n n a t u r a l 
i n c r e a s e w e r e a d e q u a t e l y 
d o c u m e n t e d , t h o s e o n n e t 
migra t ion were not , n e c e s s i t a t i n g a 
crude e s t i m a t i o n . By c a r t o g r a p h i c 
m e a n s , t h e s p a t i a l g r o w t h i s 

i l l u s t r a t e d , i t s r e l a t i o n t o 
p o p u l a t i o n growth a n a l y s e d and a 
f u t u r e d e v e l o p m e n t p a t t e r n 
e s t i m a t e d . 

The study c o n c l u d e s t h a t t h e 
popu la t ion growth of Regina i n t h e 
fo re seeab le f u t u r e w i l l remain a t 
approximately 2 ,000 per year un les s 
a l a r g e r number of migran ts can be 
a t t r a c t e d t o t h e c i t y , t h a t 
p h y s i c a l g r o w t h by l a r g e - s c a l e 
a n n e x a t i o n s i s u n n e c e s s a r y a s a 
r e s u l t of t h e » s l o w e r p o p u l a t i o n 
g r o w t h r a t e , and t h a t i f s u c h 
annexat ions c o n t i n u e , they may be 
ha rmfu l t o t h e s u r r o u n d i n g r u r a l 
m u n i c i p a l i t i e s . 

F u r t h e r , the study shows t h a t 
t h e r e i s a need for more i n t e n s i v e 
u t i l i z a t i o n of e x i s t i n g f a c i l i t i e s , 
such as s c h o o l s and t h e t r a n s i t 
system, as wel l as a need f o r more 
r e c r e a t i o n a l s p a c e . I t r e v e a l s 
a l s o an urgent need t o c o - o r d i n a t e 
and harmonize the func t ions of t h e 
CBD and t h e s u b u r b a n s h o p p i n g 
c e n t r e s . But b e f o r e any of t h e s e 
a n d o t h e r o b j e c t i v e s c a n be 
a t t a i n e d the c i t y needs to d e v i s e 
and adopt a development po l i cy . 

/V -k >'c 

J e s s e Weldon. "The Sa l i en t Factors 
C o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e E a r l i e s t 
S e t t l e m e n t P a t t e r n s i n E a s t and 
West Hawkesbury Townsh ips , Upper 
Canada, 1788-1846." M.A. T h e s i s , 
Department of Geography , C a r l e t o n 
U n i v e r s i t y , 1980. 

T h i s t h e s i s e x a m i n e s t h e 
o r i g i n a l s e t t l e m e n t of E a s t and 
West H a w k e s b u r y , Upper C a n a d a . 
P a r t i c u l a r themes t r e a t e d a r e : the 
impact of the n a t u r a l env i ronmen t 
on se t t l emen t p a t t e r n s ; the ro le of 
a c c e s s i b i l i t y t o roads l e a d i n g t o 
market , to n e x t - o f - k i n of f r i e n d s ; 
and t h e i n f l u e n c e of o f f i c i a l 
a u t h o r i t y i n r e g u l a t i n g l a n d 
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a c q u i s i t i o n . A t t e n t i o n i s a l s o 
g i v e n t o l e s s e r c o n t r i b u t o r y 
e l e m e n t s s u c h a s t h e u s e a n d 
d i s p o s a l of C rown a n d C l e r g y 
R e s e r v e s , t h e i n c i d e n c e of 
s q u a t t i n g and m o r t g a g i n g , and t h e 
impact of t h e fu r t r a d e and t h e 
l u m b e r i n d u s t r y . The o v e r a l l 
p o l i t i c a l and economic s i t u a t i o n in 
Upper Canada i s r e v i e w e d a t t h e 
o u t s e t t o p r o v i d e a b a s i s f o r 
comparison to t h e p r o g r e s s i n t h e 
study a r e a . 

I t i s shown t h a t t h e impress 
of o f f i c i a l a u t h o r i t y by v i r t u e of 
i t s o s c i l l a t i n g a n d o f t e n 
con t r ad i c to ry land p o l i c i e s was the 
m a j o r d e t e r r e n t t o e f f i c i e n t 
s e t t l e m e n t a t t h e o u t s e t . The 
c o n s t r a i n t s of t h e p h y s i c a l 
environment, e s p e c i a l l y t h e heavy , 
l o w - l y i n g c l a y s o i l s w h i c h 
d e v e l o p e d on d e p o s i t s of t h e 
anc ien t Champlain Sea, were a l s o a 
p r i n c i p a l s t u m b l i n g b l o c k t o 
compact and success fu l s e t t l e m e n t . 
A lack of roads in t h i s a rea , where 
the only notable r i v e r was l o s t to 
n a v i g a t i o n by r a p i d s , h a m p e r e d 
communications and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 
of goods i n and out of t he s tudy 
a r e a . The l a c k of a c c e s s i b i l i t y 
between one pa r t of the s tudy a r e a 
and a n o t h e r p r e v e n t e d e f f e c t i v e 
s e t t l e r i n t e r a c t i o n and discouraged 
would-be s e t t l e r s from s e e k i n g 
unclaimed l o t s . 

D e s p i t e t h e a u s p i c i o u s 
l o c a t i o n of t h e s tudy a r e a on t h e 
second major r i v e r of Upper Canada 
and on the bo rde r between t h e two 
provinces of Canada, the t ownsh ips 
were, from the s t a r t , i s o l a t e d from 
t h e m a i n s t r e a m of s e t t l e m e n t i n 
U p p e r C a n a d a . C e r t a i n l y J o h n 
G r a v e s S i m c o e , t h e f i r s t 
L i e u t e n a n t - G o v e r n o r , d i d n o t 
perce ive i t as playing any r o l e i n 
h i s s c h e m e of e v e n t s . T h e 
geographic l o c a t i o n was , however , 
on the mainst ream of bo th t h e fur 

and t imber t r a d e s , n e i t h e r of which 
w e r e c o n s i d e r e d b y t h e 
a d m i n i s t r a t o r s of the new p r o v i n c e 
t o be s t imulan t s to s e t t l e m e n t and 
o rde r ly a g r a r i a n l i f e s t y l e s . 

The e a r l i e s t map of t h e a r e a 
i s d a t e d 1786 ( P a t r i c k McNi f f , 
su rveyo r ) ; the p r i n c i p a l s u r v e y o r 
of the townships, however, Wi l l i am 
For tune , was awarded 1,000 acres of 
land i n 1788. He was p robab ly t h e 
f i r s t s e t t l e r , and P o i n t F o r t u n e , 
a t t h e f o o t of t h e Long S a u l t 
r a p i d s , was named i n h i s honour. A 
h a n d f u l of s e t t l e r s a r r i v e d i n 
1796 , but mos t of t h e l a n d was 
a s s i g n e d t o p r o m i n e n t f i g u r e s of 
U p p e r and Lower Canada and t o 
L o y a l i s t s whose prime holdings were 
i n the S t . Lawrence t o w n s h i p s . A 
c l a s s i f i c a t i o n of t h e l a r g e 
l a n d o w n e r s i s d e v e l o p e d i n t h e 
t h e s i s . Absentee ownersh ip had a 
l a r g e r o l e to p l a y i n r e t a r d i n g 
s e t t l e m e n t i n E a s t H a w k e s b u r y 
e s p e c i a l l y . 

The e r e c t i o n of t h e f i r s t 
lumber m i l l s on t h e Ottawa R i v e r , 
on i s l a n d s at the head of t h e Long 
S a u l t r a p i d s , by Thomas Mears i n 
1804 was impor t an t to t h e economy 
of t h e t o w n s h i p s . T h e s e m i l l s 
provided employment o p p o r t u n i t i e s , 
thereby s t imu la t i ng growth and t h e 
f o u n d i n g of t h e u r b a n n u c l e u s , 
Hawkesbury V i l l a g e , for s u p p l i e s 
and s e r v i c e s . There remains today 
some evidence of success from these 
e a r l y t i m e s i n t h e f o r m of 
s u b s t a n t i a l s t o n e homes t h a t have 
b e e n p r e s e r v e d . T h e m o s t 
impress ive testimony of s u c c e s s i s 
" P o p l a r V i l l a , " a m a s s i v e s t o n e 
h o u s e b u i l t i n 1817 i n P o i n t 
F o r t u n e by J o h n M a c d o n e l l , a 
p a r t n e r i n t h e N o r t h West F u r 
Company. Al though t h e s t r u c t u r e 
h a s b e e n b a d l y n e g l e c t e d a n d 
vandal ized i n r e c e n t y e a r s , i t i s 
now under t h e p r o t e c t i o n of t h e 
O n t a r i o G o v e r n m e n t ' s H e r i t a g e 
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Foundation, and plans a re underway 
for i t s r e s t o r a t i o n . 

A second s i t e to show evidence 
of u rban a c t i v i t y was V a n k l e e k 
H i l l , a l s o i n West H a w k e s b u r y 
T o w n s h i p , a s was H a w k e s b u r y 
V i l l a g e , but loca ted well back from 
the Ottawa in the hear t of the best 
fa rming s o i l s on C o n c e s s i o n S i x . 
I t was named i n honour of Simeon 
V a n c l e e k , a L o y a l i s t of German 
a n c e s t r y , who farmed the a r e a from 
1800. Urban f u n c t i o n s to s e r v i c e 
t h e fa rming community we re v e r y 
slow to develop. N o n e t h e l e s s , t h e 
c e n t r e s u r v i v e d and c u r r e n t l y 
serves the same purpose. 

The primary s o u r c e m a t e r i a l s 
used to r e c o n s t r u c t t h i s e a r l i e s t 
a g r a r i a n o c c u p a t i o n of t h e 
t o w n s h i p s i n c l u d e : The A b s t r a c t 
Index to Deeds; t h e Index t o Land 
P a t e n t s ; A s s e s s m e n t R o l l s ; 
su rveyor s ' d i a r i e s , f i e l d notes and 
maps; p a p e r s of t h e Crown Lands 1 

Depar tmen t , t h e O n t a r i o A r c h i v e s 
Land Record Index, and Upper Canada 
S u n d r i e s ; a l o n g w i t h l o c a l 
h i s t o r i e s , books and p e r s o n a l 
papers p rese rved from t h e s e e a r l y 
days of Upper Canada. 

* * * 

M u r r a y W.W. N i c o l s o n . " T h e 
C a t h o l i c Church and t h e I r i s h in 
V i c t o r i a n T o r o n t o , 1 8 5 0 - 1 9 0 0 . " 
P h . D . T h e s i s , D e p a r t m e n t of 
H i s t o r y , U n i v e r s i t y of G u e l p h , 
1980. 

This d i s s e r t a t i o n d e a l s w i t h 
the evolu t ionary s o c i a l i n t e r a c t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h e i m m i g r a n t I r i s h 
popula t ion of Toronto and the Roman 
Cathol ic Church. Through v a r i o u s 
forms of p e r s u a s i v e and c o e r c i v e 
c o n t r o l , t h e c h u r c h e v e n t u a l l y 
became the c e n t r a l c u l t u r a l f o c u s 
of the I r i s h C a t h o l i c s . P r i o r to 
1842, t h e church i n T o r o n t o had 

been d i r e c t e d from K i n g s t o n , wi th 
i t s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n d e l e g a t e d t o 
s e l e c t , Family Compact m e m b e r s . 
T h i s a r r a n g e m e n t a l i e n a t e d t h e 
I r i s h p o p u l a t i o n , who r e a d i l y 
followed t h e l eade r sh ip of Ga l l i can 
p r i e s t s , and c u l m i n a t e d wi th t h e 
church in York be ing p l a c e d under 
i n t e r d i c t . Although the Diocese of 
T o r o n t o was c r e a t e d i n 1842, t h e 
unt imely death of Bishop Power, i n 
1847, l e f t the church i l l - p r e p a r e d 
for t h e i n u n d a t i o n of t he Famine 
I r i s h . There followed a three year 
pe r iod of interregnum. 

Therefore , in t h i s s t u d y , t h e 
year 1850 was s e l ec t ed as the focus 
for change from the miss ion e r a t o 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of t h e m o d e r n , 
me t ropo l i t an system of t h e c h u r c h . 
I t was a pe r i od of c r i s i s for t h e 
people and t h e church. There were 
few p r i e s t s and s c h o o l s and no 
c h a r i t a b l e i n s t i t u t i o n s t o s e r v e 
the needs of t h e d e p r i v e d p e o p l e . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e l o s s of t h e 
immigrant I r i s h would have c r ipp led 
the ex i s t ence of the church for the 
I r i s h , i n a b s o l u t e numbers , were 
t h e Roman C a t h o l i c l a i t y of t h e 
c i t y . 

Bishop A. Charbonnel, in 1850, 
eva lua ted the needs of t h e peop le 
and t h e i n s t i t u t i o n a l c h u r c h . 
U t i l i z i n g t h e e x i s t i n g , e x t e r n a l 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s y s t e m of t h e 
u n i v e r s a l c h u r c h , he o b t a i n e d 
p e r s o n n e l , money, and i d e a s from 
which he deve loped an i n t e r n a l , 
d i o c e s a n communica t ion n e t w o r k . 
Through t h i s a p p l i c a t i o n , the I r i s h 
l a i t y w e r e s l o w l y f o r c e d t o 
e x e r c i s e t h e i r v o l u n t a r y a n d 
communal t r a i t s and, w i t h t o t a l 
i n v o l v e m e n t , t o r e c o g n i z e t h e 
church as t h e i r only source of a id . 
C h a r b o n n e l i n s t i t u t e d a n 
a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g form of s o c i a l 
a c t i o n , dependent upon t h e work of 
l ay and r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s . These 
began as a s imp le ou tdoor r e l i e f 
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program and e v o l v e d i n t o v a s t , s ecu l a r popula t ion of the c i t y . 
complex, s o c i a l i n s t i t u t i o n s . 

* & >v 
In a d d i t i o n , Charbonne l and 

h i s s u c c e s s o r s , J . Lynch and J . 
Walsh, se t s tandards for s o c i a l and 
m o r a l c o n t r o l t o i m p r o v e t h e 
behaviour of the I r i s h l a i t y among 
whom d r u n k e n e s s , v i o l e n c e , 
s u p e r s t i t i o n , a n d f a m i l y 
i n s t a b i l i t y were common. This was 
a c c o m p l i s h e d t h r o u g h a 
r e l i g i o n - o r i e n t e d school system and 
r e t r e a t s and missions d i r e c t e d and 
a d m i n i s t e r e d by t h e v a r i o u s 
r e l i g i o u s o r d e r s . A d e v o t i o n a l 
r e n e w a l , s u p p o r t e d by t h e 
b e a u t i f i c a t i o n of church b u i l d i n g s 
and ceremonies and an abundance of 
s p i r i t u a l l i t e r a t u r e and e x e r c i s e s , 
imbued the I r i s h w i t h a new s e n s e 
of the Holy. The church promoted 
the d i s t r i b u t i o n of I r i s h C a t h o l i c 
l i t e r a t u r e i n o r d e r t o i n s t i l l 
p r i d e i n e t h n i c i t y and r e l i g i o n . 
A l l of t h e s e e l e m e n t s w e r e 
e f f e c t i v e in t h e c r e a t i o n of what 
one could c a l l Irish Tvidentine 
Catholicism. 

L o c k e d o u t of m u n i c i p a l 
employment and p r e f e r m e n t i n t h e 
O r a n g e c i t y , t h e I r i s h w e r e 
encou raged by t h e c h u r c h t o u s e 
t h e i r balance of p o l i t i c a l power to 
o b t a i n s e p a r a t e s c h o o l s , 
r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , and pa t ronage from 
t h e P r o v i n c i a l a n d F e d e r a l 
Governments. The church overcame 
i t s f e a r of s e c r e t s o c i e t i e s , 
s u f f i c i e n t l y , to a l l o w t h e I r i s h 
working c l a s s e s to j o i n s p e c i f i e d 
u n i o n s as a means of p r o t e c t i n g 
t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d s . 

The i n t e r a c t i o n between t h e 
church and t h e peop le i n To ron to 
p roduced a g r a t e f u l l a i t y who , 
proud of t h e i r I r i s h h e r i t a g e , 
be l ieved t h a t to be I r i s h was to be 
Roman c a t h o l i c . T h r o u g h t h i s 
p r o c e s s , an u n i q u e m i n o r i t y was 
saved from a b s o r p t i o n i n t o t h e 

E d w a r d J . N o b l e . "Men a n d 
Circumstances : E n t r e p r e n e u r s and 
Community Growth, A Case S t u d y , 
O r i l l i a , 1867-1898." Ph.D. Thes i s , 
Department of H i s t o r y , U n i v e r s i t y 
of Guelph, 1980. 

This t h e s i s i s an a n a l y s i s of 
t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n 
e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l decision-making and 
t h e e x t e r n a l f o r c e s w i t h w h i c h 
b u s i n e s s m e n had t o cope i n t h e i r 
p u r s u i t of economic d e v e l o p m e n t . 
This study i n d i c a t e s tha t i n t h e i r 
a b i l i t y c o n t r o l m u n i c i p a l 
g o v e r n m e n t a n d f i n a n c i a l 
e x p e n d i t u r e s , businessmen were able 
t o implement p ro j ec t s conduc ive t o 
b u s i n e s s s u c c e s s a n d t h e r e b y 
i n c r e a s e t h e i r pe r sona l wea l th . At 
t h e same t i m e , e n t r e p r e n e u r i a l 
d e c i s i o n s i n f l u e n c e d communi ty 
growth. 

During the years 1830 to 1867, 
b u s i n e s s m e n e s t a b l i s h e d t h e i r 
b u s i n e s s c a r e e r s by t a p p i n g t h e 
m a r k e t s p r o v i d e d by t h e l u m b e r 
camps and smal l h a m l e t s s c a t t e r e d 
throughout the nor thern h i n t e r l a n d 
of ea s t e rn Georg ian Bay, Muskoka, 
a n d P a r r y S o u n d . T h e s e 
" f r o n t i e r - m e r c h a n t s , " who w e r e 
e n g a g e d i n r e t a i 1 - w h o l e s a l e -
m a n u f a c t u r i n g e n t e r p r i s e s w e r e 
subsequent ly a b l e t o expand t h e i r 
c o n c e r n s a f t e r 1 8 6 7 , and u n d e r 
t h e i r d i r e c t i o n , O r i l l i a became the 
s u p p l y c e n t r e f o r t h e n o r t h e r n 
r eg ion . 

E n t r e p r e n e u r s g a r n e r e d 
s u f f i c i e n t w e a l t h to i n v e s t i n a 
v a r i e t y of b u s i n e s s v e n t u r e s , 
i nc lud ing r e a l e s t a t e s p e c u l a t i o n . 
With the loss of h i n t e r l a n d t r a d e 
due t o t h e d e c l i n e of t h e t i m b e r 
t r a d e i n t h e 1890s , however , t h e 
more i m p o r t a n t e n t r e p r e n e u r s 
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e m p h a s i z e d t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of 
manufacturing as a s o l u t i o n to t h e 
t o w n ' s s t a g n a n t e c o n o m y . 
S i m i l a r l y , t h e " f r o n t i e r -
merchants , " faced with t h e d e c l i n e 
of t h e w h o l e s a l e t r a d e , p u r s u e d 
s p e c i a l i z a t i o n of goods and s e r v i c e 
i n o r d e r t o mee t t h e c h a n g i n g 
business c i rcumstances . 

B u s i n e s s m e n w e r e a b l e t o 
domina te m u n i c i p a l i n s t i t u t i o n s 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e e n t i r e p e r i o d and 
c o u l d u s e m u n i c i p a l f i n a n c i a l 
r e s o u r c e s t o b o n u s r a i l w a y 
e x t e n s i o n s and t o p r o v i d e c h e a p 
p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s . R a i l w a y s 
f a c i l i t a t e d t h e s e r v i c e c e n t r e 
funct ion and enabled merchants and 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s to s u p p l y a w i d e r 
marke t t h a n t h e l o c a l communi ty 
cou ld o f f e r . B u s i n e s s m e n w e r e 
i n s t r u m e n t a l i n t h e c o r p o r a t i o n 
adopting the p r i n c i p l e of municipal 
ownersh ip of t h e w a t e r w o r k s and 
hydro e l e c t r i c p o w e r . Both of 
these schemes p l ayed an i m p o r t a n t 
r o l e i n O r i l l i a m a k i n g t h e 
t r a n s i t i o n from a commercial cen t re 
to a small manufacturing town. 

I n t h e f i n a l a n a l y s i s , 
however, by the turn of the century 
e x t e r n a l forces were at work which 
were to p l a c e t h e a d v a n t a g e of 
l a rge sca le expansion with the more 
i m p o r t a n t u r b a n c e n t r e s . The 
me t ropo l i t an p u l l of Toronto placed 
a c e i l i n g on g r o w t h beyond t h e 
a b i l i t y o f t h e l o c a l 
d e c i s i o n - m a k e r s t o t r a n s c e n d . 
O r i l l i a ! s l eade r s could only a s p i r e 
t o t h e i r town b e c o m i n g a s m a l l 
manufacturing secondary c i t y . 

Robert S. Robson. " F l i n F l o n : A 
S i n g l e E n t e r p r i s e C o m m u n i t y , 
1927-1946." M.A. Thes i s , Department 
of His to ry , Univers i ty of Manitoba, 
1980. 

The r e s o u r c e - b a s e d f r o n t i e r 
c o m m u n i t y w i t h i n t h e C a n a d i a n 
c o n t e x t i s g e n e r a l l y e i t h e r t h e 
p r o d u c t of a s i n g l e i n d u s t r y or 
s i n g l e e n t e r p r i s e a c t i v i t y . The 
s i n g l e i n d u s t r y community a l l o w s 
f o r t h e d e v e l o p m e n t of a 
r e s o u r c e - b a s e d community a r o u n d 
s e v e r a l e n t e r p r i s e s . The s i n g l e 
e n t e r p r i s e community, such as F l i n 
F lon , evolves from one e n t e r p r i s e . 
The Hudson Bay Mining and S m e l t i n g 
Company Limited i s t h e e n t e r p r i s e 
r e s p o n s i b l e for the development of 
F l i n F l o n . I t s l i v e l i h o o d , and 
t h e r e f o r e t h e l i v e l i h o o d of F l i n 
F l o n , i s d e p e n d e n t u p o n t h e 
e x p l o i t a t i o n of the resource weal th 
l oca t ed wi th in the d i s t r i c t . 

In F l i n F l o n , t h e Hudson Bay 
Mining and Smelting Company made a 
f i r m commitment t o d e v e l o p t h e 
ore-body i n 1927 when i t received a 
D o m i n i o n C h a r t e r a u t h o r i z i n g 
development. The ensuing growth of 
the community i s d i s cus sed i n t h i s 
s tudy under t h r e e major h e a d i n g s : 
the cons t ruc t i on and o r g a n i z a t i o n a l 
p h a s e of g r o w t h , 1 9 2 7 - 1 9 3 4 ; a 
per iod of r e a c t i o n , 1934; and t h e 
m a t u r a t i o n of t h e c o m m u n i t y , 
1934-1946, which culminated i n t h e 
o f f i c i a l i n c o r p o r a t i o n of F l i n Flon 
as a town in Apr i l of 1946. 

T h e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d 
o r g a n i z a t i o n a l p h a s e of g r o w t h 
w i t n e s s e d t h e deve lopment of t h e 
i n d u s t r i a l p l a n t , t h e t e m p o r a r y 
towns i t e and, among o t h e r t h i n g s , 
the o r g a n i z a t i o n of t h e Community 
D e v e l o p m e n t C o m p a n y a s t h e 
r e s p o n s i b l e a u t h o r i t y for t o w n s i t e 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . The C . D . C . was 
in tended to a c t as a t r a n s i t i o n a l 
body between company and community 
in f luence in townsi te a f f a i r s , but 
i n e s s e n c e i t f u n c t i o n e d a s a 
s u b s i d i a r y of the H.B.M. and S. 

The F l i n Flon s t r i k e i n t h e 



summer of 1934 was the c u l m i n a t i o n 
of employee d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h 
the Hudson Bay Mining and S m e l t i n g 
Company. I t was a r e a c t i o n t o 
company d o m i n a n c e w i t h i n t h e 
communi ty and p r e c i p i t a t e d a 
growing t r e n d on t h e p a r t of t h e 
H.B.M. and S. to i s o l a t e i t s e l f 
from community a f f a i r s . The labour 
d i spu te i s the re fo re viewed a s t h e 
w a t e r s h e d i n c o m p a n y - c o m m u n i t y 
r e l a t i o n s , a f t e r which t h e company 
t e n d e d t o c o n c e n t r a t e i t s 
a c t i v i t i e s w i t h i n t h e i n d u s t r y . 
This in turn f o r c e d t h e community 
t o deve lop i t s own s e r v i c e s and 
programs. 

The p e r i o d of m a t u r a t i o n , 
1934-1946, i s d iscussed i n l i g h t of 
the community1s growing involvement 
i n t h e m a n a g e m e n t of i t s own 
a f f a i r s . The m u n i c i p a l c o u n c i l 
slowly took over s e r v i c e s such as 
w a t e r , g a r b a g e , a n d s e w a g e 
d i s p o s a l , and while the H.B.M. and 
S. continued to inf luence community 
growth, i t did so with t h e hope of 
e n c o u r a g i n g c o m m u n i t y 
s e l f - d e t e r m i n a t i o n . 

A c o n c l u d i n g a s s e s s m e n t of 
Hudson Bay M i n i n g and S m e l t i n g 
C o m p a n y ' s p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n 
community d e v e l o p m e n t o v e r t h e 
n i n e t e e n y e a r p e r i o d d e f i n e s i t s 
involvement as r e l u c t a n t l y g i v e n . 
From t h e b e g i n n i n g , t h e company 
a c c e p t e d r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r 
community a f f a i r s only as a l a s t 
r e s o r t and when i t saw no o t h e r 
a l t e r n a t i v e . 


