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asort offeedback loop with available cultural streams
which they in tum modify so that the streams corne
to privilége the patterns so generated. North Ba-
linese concems are such that they generate a range of
common behavior patterns in otherwise widely dif-
ferent communities.

I have some questions regarding this process of
génération. Firstly, it seems to me that these tradi-
tions or ways of knowing or cultural streams do
more than provide means of interprétation, as for
instance when the modem state (which is part of one
of these streams) coercively privatises the land pre-
viously held communally in a village. The concems
linked with the practice of widely different access to
power are not explicitly explored in this book. Sec-
ondly, I have difficulties understanding the concept
of génération of patterns itself, though | can see the
existence of these patterns and | fully agréé with
Barth that they must be generated from practice.
Could it be that the circle Barth uses to explain his
conceptistoo limited? Ifl understand itcorrectly, the
process involves several layers internai to the person
(after ail any process of interprétation entails a con-
versationwith oneself, that s, itis acognitive process
—though this is implied in the book which draws on
théories of knowledge), and several layers of exter-
nal interactions. And then there is yet the anthropol-
ogist's internai and extemal interactions leading to
the représentation of these patterns.

These criticisms should not, however, detract
from the qualifies of Balinese Worlds. Barth's complex
thought appears to be bound for a fruitful future.

Marianne GULLESTAD, The Art of Social Rela-
tions: Essays on Culture, Social Action and Every-
day Life in Modem Norway, Oslo: Scandinavian
University Press (Distributed by Oxford Uni-
versity Press), 1992; 251 pages, $60.95.

By George Park
Ex-Memorial University

This book is, and is more than, a gathering of
fugitives. The nine assembled essays represent work
published since 1986, discussed at length in an in-
troductory chapter outlining the author's aims and
premises. The reader leams at once to expect a sin-
gle-minded focus. We get snapshots of "society seen
crosswise"—the everyday and private lives of mainly
urban Norwegians, mainly around home or from a
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homebase interacting with peers. Methodologically,
she is a champion of holism. It is accordingly a
pleasure toreportthatthe several essays docomprise
a single whole, and one greater than its parts. Some
redundancy remains from the préparation of each
essay for independent publication, but the amountis
modest, and in compensation any chapter can be
taken by itself.

The quality of the argument ismore reminiscent
of Simmel than Goffman, but the old fundamental-
ism, the global pretensions of a Simmel (e.g. on
gender différence or the ontology of individualism)
are missing. While sharing the same unremitting
concem with manners, Gullestad never tries for
Goffman's charming superficiality. The resuit is not
exactly afocus onvalues, though each essay explicitly
revolves about a Norwegian "cultural category" or
value. Students of values have never enjoyed Goff-
man's privileged right to pluck examples from thin
air. When you héave to prove the prevalence of a
human foible, not just realize it in the concréte, itis
hardly enough just to frame a likely set of character
traits and illustrate. The trouble is that anthropolo-
gists in the field are seldom in position to do justice,
as Gullestad can for her own culture, to the micros-
ociology of everyday existence. Exploring character
values, we are taught here, requires not just field-
workbutdirect observation ofthe kind which allows
exploration on what Edmund Leach, in amoment of
lofty inspiration, called "the ground."”

Gullestad's list for the Norwegians she has in-
terviewed and observed can be found in several
versions. The problem is getting through the day's
voyage from sleep to sleep without capsizing. As
with Sumner and his mores, the analyst must look for
the verbal category which explains an action or
moral strategy as self-evidently right. Thus we have
a set of conditions any individual is expected to
recognize as dangerous, and a corresponding set of
safe havens. The home must be kept safe at ail costs.
A personmusthave access to peace and quiet. Threats
to one's self-sufficiency or independence, to the se-
curity of one's domestic arrangements, to one's self-
control mustbe foreseen and avoided. Trouble cornes
of careless involvements with others, of expecting
proper treatment from persons socially unlike one's
selfand one's known social equals. These are théemes
which allow of endless, quietexploration, of pointed
theorizing well below Merton's middle range; and
spéculation as to the range of their applicability.



A major contribution of this work is to put
together (in English, between two covers) an an-
thropological commentary ona Nordic culture which
introduces the reader to a line of study and a litera-
ture (in Norwegian, or else quite scattered) properly
ethnographie—notessentially historical, not sector-
analytical, not problem-applied, not grand-theore-
tical. Along with her holism, Gullestad favours
grounded theory which doesn't try to fly, diffident,
not self-enamoured deconstruction, and what she
calls "commuting" between fact (the field) and inter-
prétation of either the Clifford Geertz or the David
Schneider sort (the armehair). That we get no hard
sells is owing in part to her keeping to her "commut-
er" role: the premiss, refreshing in our time, is that
our kind of knowledge rests better on thoughtful
observation of everyday life than it can rest on hard,
soft, or sense data (a Latin plural meaning "givens").

How far might this line of study continue?
Nothing in the book sheds much light on currents in
Norwegian society; on ways people of working or
bourgeois status, failing to opt out of danger, drop
out; or on favoured ways of engaging in conflict.
Little Norway probably produces more cogent social
research aimed at self-assessment than ail of conti-
nental Europe or North America. Most is not avail-
able to linguistic outsiders but very little is privat-
ized, asresearchhere is, by professional and academie
coteries unwilling even to cross departmental lines.
The possibilities for thoughtful "crosswise" anthro-
pology, leaning on published work but resting on
firmer ground, look better there.

Alan SMART, Making Room: Squatter Clearance
in Hong Kong, Hong Kong: University of Hong
Kong, Centre of Asian Studies Occasional Papers
and Monographs, No. 102, 1992; 228 pages,
HK$130.

By Peter Lomas

Multicultural Family Centre Research Clinic,
Vancouver, B.C.

The author's proclaimed objective in this study
ofasquatter settlementin adensely populated urban
area in Kowloon, Hong Kong, is an examination of
the processes of squatter clearance, taking into ac-
count the importance of the wider économie System
and state policies. He persuasively argues that state
policies prompt the emergence and removal of

squatter settlements and that policies in tum are
influenced by responses to clearance. The core of the
publication is an account of the concems and strate-
gies of residents of a few areas of the Diamond Hill
district facing actual or potential clearance during
the mid 1980s, but this is viewed against the back-
drop of économie forces and the colonial adminis-
tration's housing policies.

The author provides some historicalbackground
on land use in the New Kowloon area from the
assumption of British control in 1898 to the late
1980s, referring to official records, memoirs of former
bureaucrats, unpublished reports and items from
the local English language press. This is presented in
the context of a general discussion of major démo-
graphie and économie changes in Hong Kong as a
whole. His considération of the history of Diamond
Hill and the social groupings that have played a
major part in structuring the social fabric of this area
is an interesting contribution, but readers keen to
understand the dynamics of the process of clearance
and resettlement might wish that his examination of
the actual circumstances surrounding the clearance
of one area could be expanded.

Readers hoping for an ethnography of the Dia-
mond Hill area, or part of it, will find short sections
on community groupings, limited discussion of the
power structures within the settlement and intrigu-
ing but perhaps necessarily undeveloped commen-
tary on the réle of Triads in community decision
making and the management of housing stock, but
no comprehensive description or analysis of the
social structure of this large and important squatter
community. Although some useful case studies are
presented to illustrate the range of positions adopted
by residents towards clearance, it is regrettable that
the author, who notes that he lived in the area for
several months, does not provide more detail on the
lives and strategies of his neighbours. He does offer
very interesting statistical data from a survey of his
own and those of othersbut présents disappointingly
little ethnographie material. The classification of di-
alect groups (Fukien, Chui Chau) as ethnie groups
raises some questions, and the author skips over an
opportunity to examine relations between squatters
from different dialect groups.

The author deals with theoretical concems in
urban studies, critiquing extant positions in the first
chapter and retuming to these considérations peri-
odically in later chapters, paying particular attention
to the way in which the state, in this case the Hong
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