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people hâve endured. His point is that résistance is 
most clear in the Kwaio tactics and strategies of 
compartmentalization, rather than in the circum- 
stances of overt confrontations. That is, Kwaio ré-
sistance has consisted primarily of a fight to defend 
an "invisible wall" created around "the ancestral 
way of life" (p. 205).

Given this analysis, it is somewhat surprising 
that so much of the narrative throughout the book is 
in fact concerned with the sériés of dramatic con-
frontations articulated purposefully and with such 
force in the Kwaio discourse — primarily the dis-
course of men, for the voices of women certainly 
remain much more muted (p. 19). Nevertheless, 
Keesing succeeds admirably in what he sets out to 
do; he has written a sensitive interprétation of the 
Kwaio struggle for cultural autonomy. In the course 
of doing so, he has given readers some insight into 
the kinds of relationships anthropologists can develop 
with those about whom they write and with whom 
they carry out research. In this case, the sense of 
social and personal closeness between researcher 
and researched is quite compelling. In 1989, Roger 
Keesing visited the family of his old Kwaio friend 
and colleague to mourn his death. I hâve no doubt 
that his own death in 1993 will hâve prompted 
considérable sorrow among the Kwaio, just as it has 
among those anthropologists who knew him and his 
work throughout a distinguished career.

William K. CARROLL, Linda CHRISTIANS- 
EN-RUFFMAN, Raymond F. CURRIE, and De- 
borah HARRISON, (Eds.), Fragile Truths: 25 Years 
of Sociology and Anthropology in Canada, Ottawa: 
Carleton University Press, 1992.

By Robert Paine

Memorial University

In this book of 436 pages, there are, in my 
estimation, 14 pages of interest to anthropology — 
certainly, only 14 pages of anthropology. But the 
balance of 422 pages must be addressed.

One puzzles over the title — why "Fragile 
Truths"? The truths we'll find here, the editors tell 
us, are "not fast-frozen and absolute" (p. 1), hâve 
"multiple" meanings (p. 7), are "reconstructed" (p. 
2): but this is the truth of sociological truth to the 

verge of truism. Still, there is a challenging point of 
view attached: on account of Canada's own "fragile" 
relationship with the United States, "Canadian so-
cial science may be... more able to recognize the 
fragility of sociological knowledge" (p. 7). However, 
it is left to a lone contributor (of the 14 pages) to 
reshape the proposition with sophistication.

As to the sub-title: its claim tobe about "25 years 
of sociology and anthropology in Canada" is more 
fraudulent than fragile. Of 22 essays, ail of 20 are 
written by sociologists, and ail four editors, to boot, 
are sociologists (whose Introduction tots up the es- 
say total to 23). So much for anthropology's "25 
years!" And in 40 pages of References, one has to 
search hard for the meagre listings from anthropol-
ogy-

Nor for that matter is the book much of a showing 
of 25 years of sociology. Its occasion was the 25th 
anniversary of the CSAA (Canadian Sociology and 
Anthropology Association). So it is a rétrospective 
on the CSAA and, in other sets of essays, on the socio- 
political conditions affecting the practitioners of so-
ciology in Canada — as seen by some of them.

The grossly partial view that emerges from these 
limitations is recognized in ail candour:

[The book] has little to offer from anthropolo-
gists and French-Canadian sociologists... These 
silences largely reflect the composition of CSAA 
meetings, which are dominated by the anglo-
phone Canadian sociologists... (p. 5).

That being the obstinate truth, why didn't they 
call theirbook "25 Years of the CSAA"? The 25 years 
brought, notably, disenchantment among the Fran-
cophone membership leading to their own associa-
tion and a preferential shiftby anthropologists from 
CSAA to the CESCE now CASCA (a "small but 
loyal" band remain with the CSAA: Gordon Inglis's 
essay).

Elsewhere, there is an Inglis article entitled: "A 
Discourse on Married Life with Sociology: Or, Life 
Among the Savages" (CSAA Bulletin No. 30 April 
1972). Fragile Truths, then, is a rôle reversai of sorts. 
(Perhaps it's ail Inglis's fault what with his long 
tongue-in-cheek talk of savages!) At any event, in 
the divorce courts, Fragile Thiths would be evidence 
enough to deliver to those anthropologists and soci-
ologists who (regrettably) want it, their decree nisi 
from each other.

This reviewer notwithstanding, readers of Cul-
ture may still wish to dip into Fragile Truths for ac- 
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counts of e.g. gender and power or the (ir)relevancy 
of social science research in the making of public 
policy. And if you do, don't fail to take in those 14 
pages: David Howes's anthropologically-minded — 
and yes, fragile [read: délicate, darling] — inquiry 
into "what is [possibly] distinctive about the kinds of 
relations that inform the life of the mind in Canada (as 
distinct from the U.S.)" (p. 159; original emphasis).

Marilyn GATES, In Default: Peasants, the Debt 
Crisis, and the Agricultural Challenge in Mexico, 
Boulder: Westview Press, 1993, 274 pages.

By Frans J. Schryer

University ofGuelph

This is a timely book which provides useful 
insights into the dynamics of social change in rural 
Mexico. Professor Gates' case study of the state of 
Campeche traces the disastrous results of increasing 
state intervention in peasant agriculture, starting in 
the early seventies. Her research also focuses on the 
impact of the new policies introduced under presi-
dent Salinas during the more recent period of éco-
nomie restructuring. His government's neoliberal 
policies hâve opened up both new problems and 
new opportunities.

The book consists of seven chapters. An intro- 
ductory chapter reviews recent literature dealing 
with the peasantry and its relationship with the 
Mexican state, and introduces the author and her 
research. The second chapter présents a more gen-
eral appraisal of agrarian policy on the national level. 
This, plus a background chapter on the économie 
and political history of Campeche, set the backdrop 
to a more detailed examination of four planned 
agricultural projects. Each of these projects involved 
the introduction of crédit and new forms of tech- 
nology—irrigation, chemical inputs, and agricultural 
machinery — into a région hitherto characterized by 
slash-and-burn milpa cultivation and some extensive 
cattle production.

The four agricultural projects described differ 
not only in terms of type and mix of crops and 
technology, but also in regard to the kind of people 
involved in them: Mayan people who hâve been 
farming in this région for centuries, Mestizo peas-
ants from Northern Mexico who were persuaded to 
migrate to the tropical rainforests in the south, and 

Mennonite settlers of European extraction whose 
parents set up farms in the northern state of Durango 
in the 1920s. The four last chapters discuss the effects 
of state planning on these different types of rural 
inhabitants, and the subséquent adaptation of 
peasants to the debt crisis starting in 1982. The 
author touches on a wide range of issues, ranging 
from environmental concerns, économie dependen- 
cy, public policy, social justice and appropriate 
technology.

In Default provides a balanced account of 
changing peasant agriculture. Like many contem- 
porary anthropological researchers, she combines 
national and village-level analysis. Her case study 
also narrows the gap between the research done by 
anthropologists, agronomists and public policy 
specialists. Her work thus compléments studies 
conducted by scholars such as Yvan Breton, Gerardo 
Otero and Frank Cancian, to mention some others 
currently looking at contemporary Mexican agri-
culture and fishing. Like other recent publications, 
Gates' book reflects the uncertainties associated with 
Mexican agricultural policies introduced under 
Salinas. Like the peasants she quotes, Gates is am-
bivalent about whether or not this program (as part 
of the broader policy of privatization) is going to 
resuit in both increasing économie productivity and 
long term équitable development. It becomes clear 
that this new policy, emphasizing decentralization 
of decision-making and increasing self-reliance, en- 
abled a small number of peasants to break a vicious 
circle of dependency on the state, marginalization, 
and patemalism. At the same time, she wonders 
about the long-term redistributive effects of neolib-
eral policies.

I concur with most of the analysis, but found 
gaps and disagree on several points. In my opinion, 
the author puts too much emphasis on the misguided 
nature of state planning in the seventies. Some of the 
projects associated with past policy, especially those 
initiated under Echeverria — the building of feeder 
roads with hand-labour, improvement in rural 
housing, and crédit to small coffee producers — did 
revitalize the rural economy in many régions. Surely 
such low-tech projects cannot be equated with the 
wasteful and inefficient mega projects directed by 
technocrats? Chapter two could say more about how 
ail agrarian programs in Mexico hâve been the resuit 
of internai struggles among rival political groups. A 
sub-theme in the book which cries out for further 
élaboration, is intercultural dynamics. The com-
parative study of neighbouring communities with 

96 / Book Reviews


