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-RETROSPECTIVE ORIENTATIONS IN METROPOLITAN TORONTO AND THEIR 
IMPLICATIONS FOR PRESERVATION AND PRESENTATION OF THE HISTORICAL 

ENVIRONMENT* 

Victor A. Konrad and S. Martin Taylor 

Résumé/Abstract 

La tendance des Toronto is à l a r e t r o s p e c t i o n se m a n i f e s t e p a r 
l ' i n t é r ê t général q u ' i l s portent au passé, les contacts d i r e c t s q u ' i l s se 
ménagent avec l e s v e s t i g e s , l e u r a p p r é c i a t i o n du p a t r i m o i n e e t l a 
préservation des ruines h i s t o r i q u e s . Ces d i s p o s i t i o n s dénotent de l eu r 
pa r t une a t t i r ance puissante et constructive pour le p a s s é , qui s 'expr ime 
par un engagement important envers l'environnement h is tor ique et un a t t r a i t 
g é n é r a l i s é à son égard. Par conséquent , l a g e s t i o n des r e s s o u r c e s 
h i s to r iques d e v r a i t donner aux Toronto i s davantage de p o s s i b i l i t é s de 
prendre par t à des a c t i v i t é s r e l i ées au passé, p o s s i b i l i t é s qui dev ra i en t 
t e n i r compte de l ' importante ass ise sociale de l ' i n t é r ê t mani fes té par la 
population pour ces a c t i v i t é s . 

Re t rospec t ive o r i e n t a t i o n s of Toronto r e s i d e n t s a re i n d i c a t e d by 
disposi t ions tcward general i n t e r e s t in the p a s t , d i r e c t exper ience with 
s u r v i v a l s , a p p r e c i a t i o n of h e r i t a g e , and conse rva t ion of h i s t o r i c a l 
remains. These disposi t ions indicate a strong, p o s i t i v e sent iment toward 
the past tha t i s expressed by substant ia l involvement wi th the h i s t o r i c a l 
environment and highly uniform a t t i t u d e s toward i t . Torontonians care 
about t he i r pas t . Implications for h i s t o r i c a l resource management are tha t 
they should be given addit ional opportunit ies to become involved with i t , 
and tha t these opportunit ies should recognize the broad social base of con
c e r n and i n t e r e s t . 

I t i s n o t d i f f i c u l t t o 
i l l u s t r a t e a s t r o n g and w i d e s p r e a d 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h e p a s t i n t h e 
p r e s e n t though c o n v e n t i o n a l w i sdom 
i s o t h e r w i s e . C o n s i d e r a b l y more 
c h a l l e n g i n g a n d a c a d e m i c a l l y 
r e w a r d i n g i s t h e t a s k of p r o v i d i n g 
s o l i d e v i d e n c e t o r e f u t e t h e 
h i s t o r i c a l " a p a t h y " m y t h a n d , 
s e c o n d l y , d e v e l o p i n g a m o r e 
c o h e r e n t b a s i s on which to approach 

some p r a c t i c a l q u e s t i o n s . What 
needs does t h e p a s t f u l f i l l ? What 
in t h e p a s t has v a l u e and for whom? 
What ways i s t h e p a s t u s e d ? What 
shou ld be p r e s e r v e d , w h e r e and i n 
what form? At l e a s t , such a b a s i s 
can h e l p i d e n t i f y p o l i c y g u i d e l i n e s 
fo r t h e m a n a g e m e n t of h i s t o r i c a l 
and p r e h i s t o r i c a l r e s o u r c e s , and 
more i m p o r t a n t , j u s t i f y t o t h e 
t a x p a y e r a n d p o l i t i c i a n t h e 

* T h e r e s e a r c h on w h i c h t h i s p a p e r i s b a s e d was f u n d e d by t h e Canada 
C o u n c i l . An e a r l i e r v e r s i o n o f t h e p a p e r was p r e s e n t e d a t t h e A n n u a l 
M e e t i n g o f t h e C a n a d i a n A s s o c i a t i o n o f G e o g r a p h e r s , May 2 7 - 3 1 , 1 9 7 9 , i n 
V i c t o r i a , B r i t i s h C o l u m b i a . 
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e x p e n d i t u r e s f o r s u c h 
management. 

G o v e r n m e n t a g e n c i e s 
r e spons ib l e for the management of 
t h e p a s t a r e c e r t a i n l y aware of 
the growing i n t e r e s t and conce rn 
for our l egacy and some of t h e 
m o t i v a t i o n s b e h i n d i t . 
U n p r e c e d e n t e d s t e p s a r e b e i n g 
taken to i n s u r e t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n 
of t h e p a s t and e n h a n c e i t s 

. i 
p r e s e n t a t i o n s . But a c l ea r 
unders tanding of what c o n s t i t u t e s 
t h e p u b l i c i n t e r e s t i s l a c k i n g . 
The unders tanding of p e r s o n a l and 
c o l l e c t i v e o r i e n t a t i o n s toward the 
p a s t r e m a i n s r u d i m e n t a r y . We 
suspect tha t they are mul t i f ace ted 
but we lack a c l ea r d e f i n i t i o n of 
t h e d i m e n s i o n s i n v o l v e d . The 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n of these dimensions 
p r e s e n t s not only an i n t r i g u i n g 
p rob lem, t h e s o l u t i o n of which 
can lead to a f u l l e r unders tanding 
of how and why human i d e n t i t y i s 
i n p a r t d e v e l o p e d t h r o u g h 
environmental exper ience , but a l so 
p r o v i d e s a p p l i c a t i o n s t o t h e 
deve lopment of a mean ingfu l and 
c o g e n t p o l i c y f o r h e r i t a g e 
management. In such e n d e a v o u r , 
cons ide ra t i ons of p e r c e p t i o n must 
precede those of p r e s e r v a t i o n and 
p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

REAWAKENING TO THE PAST IN THE 
ENVIRONMENT OF THE PRESENT 

Human views and t r e a t m e n t of 
the p a s t can change c o n s i d e r a b l y 
over t ime. 

M e n i n o n e e p o c h m a y 
r e s o l u t e l y s e t t h e i r f a c e s 
a g a i n s t t h e p a s t ; men o f t h e 
n e x t m a y v e n e r a t e t h a t 
p r e v i o u s e r a and d e p l o r e t h e i r 
p r e d e c e s s o r s ' h e e d l e s s 
n e g l e c t . The ebb a n d f l o w o f 
h i s t o r i c a l s e l f - a w a r e n e s s , o f 
a n a c h r o n i s t i c r e c o g n i t i o n , o f 
c o n c e r n w i t h h e r i t a g e a r e 

t h e m s e l v e s h i s t o r i c a l I y 
c a u s a l . We a r e i n e s c a p a b l y 
t h e c r e a t u r e s o f t h e p a s t we 
h a v e come t h r o u g h , i n c l u d i n g 
i t s a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d p r e v i o u s 
p a s t s . 

Canad ians h a v e i n r e c e n t y e a r s 
e n t e r e d a new e r a . N e g l e c t and 
o u t r i g h t r e p u d i a t i o n of t he o l d , 
the worn, the used, have g iven way 
to a red iscovery of the p a s t and a 
regard for i t s legacy. There have 
a l w a y s b e e n C a n a d i a n s w i t h an 
i n t e r e s t i n t h e p a s t , b u t t h e 
concern remained s p e c i f i c . I t l ay 
entwined in a c u l t u r a l t r a d i t i o n , 
r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f , s o c i a l c o n t e x t , 
f ami ly c o n n e c t i o n , or c o n s u m i n g 
i n t e r e s t . One m a n ' s p a s t h e l d 
l i t t l e meaning for h i s n e i g h b o u r ; 
one g r o u p ' s h e r i t a g e was r a r e l y 
valued by another . 

P r i v a t e a n d p a r t i c u l a r 
remembrances c e r t a i n l y p e r s i s t but 
p e r v a d i n g t h e s e a r e m o r e 
g e n e r a l i z e d and a l l - e n c o m p a s s i n g 
v a l u e s . Canadians from d i f f e r e n t 
p a r t s of t h e c o u n t r y , v a r i e d 
backgrounds and d i s t i n c t i v e s o c i a l 
mileaus ma in t a in d i f f e r e n t images 
of t he p a s t and r e a c t t o i t i n 
d i f f e r e n t ways. A r ecen t s t u d y of 
the images of Vieux-Quebec held 
by r e s i d e n t s in tha t l o c a l e , in the 
g r e a t e r u rban a r e a , in M o n t r e a l , 
a n d i n O n t a r i o i n d i c a t e s 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s i n 
preferences for h i s t o r i c a l fea tures 
among respondent groups. 
R e s p o n d e n t s a l s o d i f f e r e d 
c o n s i d e r a b l y on p r e f e r r e d 
p r e s e r v a t i o n s t r a t e g i e s . But in 
Quebec City and across the c o u n t r y 
the re appears to ex i s t unanimity on 
t h e n e e d f o r h i s t o r i c a l 
p r e s e r v a t i o n , the de s i r e to commune 
w i th t he v i s i b l e p a s t , and t h e 
f e e l i n g t h a t our h e r i t a g e i s an 
a s s e t . 

Canadians are by no means 
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a l o n e nor a r e t h e y in t h e vanguard 
o f r e n e w e d h i s t o r i c a l 
a p p r e c i a t i o n . The t r e n d a p p e a r s 
t o be w e l l e s t a b l i s h e d i n W e s t e r n 
s o c i e t y . Newcomb-5 r e p o r t s a 
d e m o n s t r a t e d a p p r e c i a t i o n f o r t h e 
v i s i b l e p a s t i n D e n m a r k . I n 
England i t i s a t r a d i t i o n . 
I n f a c t , m o s t E u r o p e a n n a t i o n s 
a c c o m m o d a t e t h e p a s t i f t h e y do 
no t r e v e r e i t . C e r t a i n l y b e t t e r 
e s t a b l i s h e d i n E u r o p e i s an a u r a 
of h i s t o r i c a l s e l f - a w a r e n e s s and a 
f e e l i n g of s e c u r i t y about t h e p a s t 
w h i c h b o r d e r s on c o m f o r t a n d 
smugness . 

I t i s t h e " A m e r i c a n 
Scene , 1 however , which i s 
c l o s e s t t o o u r own. As i n o t h e r 
m a t t e r s , Canad ians a r e p r o f o u n d l y 
i n f l u e n c e d by d e v e l o p m e n t s i n 
American r e c o g n i t i o n and t r e a t m e n t 
of t h e p a s t i n t h e p r e s e n t . The 
" h i s t o r i c p r e s e r v a t i o n 

o 

movement"0 in t h e Un i t ed 
S t a t e s , t h e focus on a r c h i t e c t u a l 
r e s t o r a t i o n , t h e move toward 
a r e a c o n s e r v a t i o n , ^ t h e 
" a n t i q u e c r a z e , " ^ and t h e 
" g r e a t a n c e s t o r h u n t , " 1 ^ a l l 
have s t r i k i n g p a r a l l e l s in Canada. 
But u n t i l r e c e n t l y , t h e m a j o r i t y 
of C a n a d i a n s , l i k e t h e i r A m e r i c a n 
c o u n t e r p a r t s , adhe red t o wha t t h e 
g e o g r a p h e r J o h n K. W r i g h t t e r m e d 
" t h e law of t h e d i s p a r a g e m e n t of 
t h e p a s t . " 1 3 

T h i s r e j e c t i o n of t h e p a s t 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y v i s i b l e i n N o r t h 
A m e r i c a ' s c i t i e s . ^ Jane 
J a c o b s d e c r i e d t h e d e s t r u c t i o n of 
o ld b u i l d i n g s i n h e r much l a u d e d 
book, The Death and Life of Great 
American Cities, ^ and i n s i s t e d 
t h a t aged s t r u c t u r e s were not on ly 
d e s i r a b l e b u t a l s o n e c e s s a r y f o r 
t h e m a i n t e n a n c e o f a h e a l t h y 
d i v e r s i t y . Her p o i n t of v i e w h a s 
g a i n e d i n c r e a s e d a c c e p t a n c e , b u t 
Nor th American s o c i e t y h a s y e t t o 
a c h i e v e t h e i n t e g r a t i o n of p a s t 

w i t h p r e s e n t as a c c o m p l i s h e d i n 
European c i t i e s . - ' - " Without 
l andmarks of h i s t o r y and t r a d i t i o n , 
t h e e x p e r i e n c e of l i v i n g i n c i t i e s 
r e m a i n s l a r g e l y u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d 
and l a c k s d e p t h . 

There a r e s i g n s of change . In 
u r b a n Canada, t h e r e i s e v i d e n c e of 
a g r o w i n g i n d i v i d u a l i s m a m o n g 
c i t i e s , a m o v e a w a y f r o m t h e 
s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n a n d s a m e n e s s 
d e s c r i b e d by R a s h l e i g h 1 ' over a 
decade ago. C o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h i s 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y , a n d i n no m e a n 
m e a s u r e , i s t he u rban f a b r i c of the 

1 o ' 
p a s t . ° Conformi ty c o n t r i b u t e s 
l i t t l e to t h e i d e n t i t y of a p l a c e 
or t h e peop l e who l i v e t h e r e . No 
c i t y w i l l eve r be known for i t s gas 
s t a t i o n s , a p a r t m e n t b u i l d i n g s and 
t r a f f i c l i g h t s . T r u e , r e c e n t 
s p e c t a c u l a r deve lopmen t s add to the 
i d e n t i t y of a c i t y . C e r t a i n l y , new 
d e v e l o p m e n t s a r e not n e c e s s a r i l y a 
bad t h i n g . T o r o n t o i s known f o r 
i t s new c i t y h a l l , Yonge S t r e e t , 
and most r e c e n t l y the CN Tower, but 
T o r o n t o i s a l s o Y o r k v i l l e , 
K e n s i n g t o n a n d S t . L a w r e n c e 
M a r k e t s , and Union S t a t i o n . ^ 
The Face of Toronto'2-® i s as 
much i t s p a s t as i t s p r e s e n t , and 
i n t h a t c i t y a n d o t h e r s a c r o s s 
C a n a d a t h e r e i s an a w a k e n i n g o f 
r e t r o s p e c t i v e r e c o g n i t i o n . 

RECOGNITION AND APPRECIATION 
OF THE PAST 

The p a s t , and p a r t i c u l a r l y the 
p a s t i n t h e l a n d s c a p e o f t h e 
p r e s e n t , i s l a r g e l y a n d 
i n c r e a s i n g l y v i e w e d i n a p o s i t i v e 
l i g h t by t h o s e who r e c o g n i z e i t . 
I n g e n e r a l , i t i s c o n s i d e r e d t o 
have v a l u e as an a m e n i t y , f o r l i k e 
o u r " n a t u r a l " e n v i r o n m e n t s t h e 
p a s t , bo th v i s i b l e and r e m e m b e r e d , 
i s r a p i d l y d i s a p p e a r i n g o r b e i n g 
a l t e r e d . Al though t h e r e e x i s t s an 
i n c r e a s i n g l y common a p p r e c i a t i o n of 
t h e p a s t t h e r e i s n o c o m m o n 
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p r e f e r e n c e f o r any a s p e c t of i t . 
Some p e o p l e a p p e a r i n t e r e s t e d i n 
t h e p a s t i n g e n e r a l ; o t h e r s a r e 
i n t e r e s t e d i n v e r y s p e c i f i c 
a s p e c t s o f i t . W h i l e s o m e 
g r a v i t a t e t o w a r d t h i n g s , o t h e r s 
e x p l o r e t h e l i f e s t y l e s of p e o p l e . 
F o r some t h e p a s t i s d i s t i n c t l y 
t i e d t o p l a c e ; f o r o t h e r s t h e 
c o n t e x t of p l a c e i s u n i m p o r t a n t . 
C e r t a i n p e o p l e a r e c o n c e r n e d o n l y 
w i t h d e f i n e d p e r i o d s ; o t h e r s 
p r e f e r t o c o n s i d e r t h e f l o w o f 
t ime. 

S e v e r a l p l a u s i b l e 
e x p l a n a t i o n s h a v e b e e n a d v a n c e d 
f o r t h e t e n d e n c y t o w a r d 
r e t r o s p e c t i o n , r a n g i n g f rom t h o s e 
which a r e i n h e r e n t l y p e r s o n a l t o 
o t h e r s which a r e s o c i e t a l . One i s 
" f u t u r e s h o c k " : t h e s t r e s s and 
u n c e r t a i n t y of c o n t e m p o r a r y l i f e 
i n t h e e c o n o m i c a l l y a d v a n c e d 
c o u n t r i e s r e s u l t i n g f r o m a n 
e x p o n e n t i a l r a t e o f c h a n g e . 
A c c o r d i n g t o T o f f l e r , t h e 
a c c e l e r a t e d t h r u s t o f c h a n g e 
p e r m e a t e s t h e v e r y c o r e o f o u r 

• 9 1 • 
existence. x M a t e r i a l , e m o t i o n a l , 
mora l and s p i r i t u a l fundaments a r e 
now s u b j e c t t o a l t e r a t i o n . 
Permanence i s dead and t r a n s i e n c e 
r u l e s . I n l i m b o , we f e e l 
u n c e r t a i n of our immed ia t e f u t u r e 
a n d h e l p l e s s t o a s s e r t a n y 
e f f e c t i v e c o n t r o l o v e r i t . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y , we become i n s e c u r e 
when f a c e d by t h e u n k n o w n a n d 
u n f a m i l i a r and g r a s p w i l d l y f o r 
wha t i s , o r i s p e r c e i v e d t o b e , 
p e r m a n e n t , o f t e n ove rcompens a t i n g 
i n t h e p r o c e s s . An a c c e p t a n c e of 
t h i s t h e s i s p r o v i d e s one b a s i s for 
e x p l a i n i n g w e s t e r n s o c i e t y ' s 
c u r r e n t h e i g h t e n e d a p p r e c i a t i o n of 
t h e p a s t . The p a s t s y m b o l i z e s t h e 
f a m i l i a r ' and known and h e n c e i s 
r e a s s u r i n g a n d c o n d u c i v e t o a 
f e e l i n g o f s e c u r i t y a n d 
c o n t i n u i t y . The a l 1 - imp o r t an t 
s t r a n d of e x p e r i e n c e r e m a i n s , o r 
a t l e a s t a p p e a r s t o r e m a i n 

u n b r o k e n . 

Whereas a b a s i c p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
need for t h e p a s t may be d i f f i c u l t 
t o s u b s t a n t i a t e , human d e s i r e t o 
t r a n s c e n d c o n t e m p o r a r y and eve ryday 
e x p e r i e n c e i s n o t . L o w e n t h a l and 
P r i c e a r g u e t h a t t r a n s c e n d e n t a l 
v a l u e s , r o o t e d i n e x p e r i e n c e , 
u n d e r l i e s o c i a l , n a t i o n a l a n d 
c u l t u r a l v i e w s o f p l a c e a n d 
s p a c e . z They a r e i n s t r u m e n t a l 
i n t h e c r e a t i o n and m a i n t e n a n c e of 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l m i l i e u s o f 
l a n d s c a p e s . F e e l i n g s and i n s i g h t s , 
born of e x p e r i e n c e and l e g i t i m i z e d 
t h r o u g h i d e n t i t y , e n r i c h o u r 
a w a r e n e s s of t h e w o r l d a r o u n d us 
and make l i f e w o r t h l i v i n g . They 
g i v e us p l e a s u r e . 

The f a b r i c of t h e p a s t , t h e 
r e l i c t f e a t u r e s of t h e l a n d s c a p e 
i t s e l f , a l s o a p p e a l t o o u r 
a e s t h e t i c s e n s e s . P a s t l a n d s c a p e s 
a r e commonly e q u a t e d w i t h r i c h n e s s 
and q u a l i t y i n c o n t r a s t t o t h e 
g r e a t e r b l a n d n e s s and b r a s h n e s s of 
t h e p r e s e n t d a y u r b a n 
e n v i r o n m e n t . 2 3 When s t e p s a re 
t a k e n t o t e a r d o w n o l d 
b u i l d i n g s t o m a k e w a y f o r 
" c o n t e m p o r a r y c a t h e d r a l s " ^ of 
commerce, o p p o s i t i o n from c e r t a i n 
s e g m e n t s o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n i s 
v o c a l . A d d i t i o n a l s u p p o r t f o r t h e 
n o t i o n t h a t t he p a t i n a of a g e , when 
a d d e d t o o t h e r d e s i g n q u a l i t i e s , 
c o m m o n l y c o n n o t e s q u a l i t y a n d 
i n h e r e n t v a l u e comes from commerce 
i t s e l f . M a r k e t i n g a n d 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l f i r m s , among o t h e r s 
i n v o l v e d i n c o n t e m p o r a r y d e s i g n , 
a r e i n c r e a s i n g l y i n c o r p o r a t i n g 
e l e m e n t s of t h e o l d i n t h e new i n 
o r d e r t o m a k e t h e i r p r o d u c t s 
a t t r a c t i v e t o c o n s u m e r s . 

P r o b a b l y t h e mos t p e r v a s i v e 
f a c t o r l e a d i n g t o an a p p r e c i a t i o n 
of t h e p a s t i s b a s e d on p e r s o n a l 
c o n n e c t i o n w i t h h i s t o r y . O u r 
c o n c e r n s a r e t y p i c a l l y c e n t e r e d on 
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o u r s e l v e s and t h o s e n e a r e s t t o u s . 
S i m i l a r l y , t h e p a s t i s o f t e n of 
most i n t e r e s t t o us as i t r e l a t e s 
t o p r e v i o u s e v e n t s and p l a c e s i n 
o u r own l i v e s and t h o s e o f o u r 
f a m i l i e s . P e r s o n a l r e m i n i s c e n c e 
and n o s t a l g i a a r e t r a i t s w h i c h 
we a l l e x h i b i t t o a v a r y i n g 
d e g r e e . Lowentha l ^ h a s r e c e n t l y 
s u g g e s t e d t h a t n o s t a l g i a t o d a y 
r e p r e s e n t s a n e x a g g e r a t e d 
a f f e c t i o n for t h e p a s t r e f l e c t i n g 
d i s e n c h a n t m e n t w i t h t h e p r e s e n t 
and f e a r a b o u t t h e f u t u r e . H i s 
argument i m p l i e s t h a t t h e p e r s o n a l 
and s o c i e t a l f a c t o r s l e a d i n g to an 
a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h e p a s t , w h i l e 
d i s t i n g u i s h a b l e , a r e n o n e t h e l e s s 
c l o s e l y i n t e r w o v e n . 

The g r o w i n g l i t e r a t u r e on 
human r e t r o s p e c t i o n d e s c r i b e s 
v iews of t h e p a s t and a t t e m p t s t o 
i d e n t i f y t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
p r o c e s s e s i n v o l v e d i n t h e 
o r i e n t a t i o n towards fo rmer t i m e s . 
T h e s e two l i n e s of r e s e a r c h a r e 
d i s t i n c t : t h e l i t e r a t u r e o f 
t i m e - o r i e n t a t i o n e x p l o r e s 
mechanisms or r e t r o s p e c t i o n , ° 
and t h e work on p e r c e p t i o n of p a s t 
l a n d s c a p e s , ' l a r g e l y based on 
l i t e r a r y s o u r c e s , d i s c u s s e s wha t 
i s s e e n . W i t h a few n o t a b l e 
e x c e p t i o n s , ° n e i t h e r d i r e c t i o n 
l e a d s t o r e s u l t s which a r e u s e f u l 
i n p l a n n i n g t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n of 
t h e p a s t in t h e env i ronmen t of t h e 
p r e s e n t . Where t h e r e s e a r c h on 
v iews of t h e p a s t i n t h e p r e s e n t 
shows promise in t h i s r e g a r d , t h e 
r e s u l t s a r e somewhat l i m i t e d by 
e l i t e s t l i t e r a r y p e r s p e c t i v e s 
which do not n e c e s s a r i l y r e p r e s e n t 
o r d i n a r y p e o p l e s ' p e r c e p t i o n s of 
p a s t l a n d s c a p e s . ^ " A g r e a t d e a l 
of t h e w r i t i n g i s n o t b a s e d upon 
e m p i r i c a l r e s e a r c h . Those s t u d i e s 
w h i c h a r e b a s e d u p o n t h e v i e w s 
which p e o p l e ho ld a r e s p e c i f i c as 

o n 
r e g a r d t o p l a c e . u There i s a 
need for go ing beyond such s t u d i e s 
i n o r d e r t o d e f i n e a n d p r e d i c t 

b r o a d e r o r i e n t a t i o n s t o w a r d t h e 
p a s t . 

DISPOSITIONS TOWARD THE PAST 

O b s e r v a t i o n s t end t o i n d i c a t e 
t h a t v iews of t h e p a s t , a t t i t u d e s 
toward h i s t o r y , and even b e h a v i o u r 
i n p a s t s e t t i n g s a r e a l i g n e d by 
b a s i c o r i e n t a t i o n s toward the p a s t . 
Some p e o p l e a r e c o l l e c t o r s o f 
a n t i q u e s and m e m o r a b i l i a w h e r e a s 
o t h e r s a r e conce rned w i t h b u i l d i n g 
p r e s e r v a t i o n or f ami ly t r e e s . The 
n o t i o n t h a t e n d u r i n g p s y c h o l o g i c a l 
d i m e n s i o n s u n d e r l i e a t t i t u d e s 
t o w a r d t h e e n v i r o n m e n t and g u i d e 
b e h a v i o u r in s p e c i f i c s e t t i n g s h a s 
r e c e n t l y r e c e i v e d c o n s i d e r a b l e 
a t t e n t i o n . R e s e a r c h e r s i n 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l p sycho logy have shown 
t h a t s u c h o r i e n t a t i o n s c a n b e 
i d e n t i f i e d and measured.-'- '- These 
p e r s o n a l i t y t r a i t s o r 
environmental dispositions-^? guide 
a n i n d i v i d u a l ' s d e s c r i p t i o n , 
a p p r a i s a l , and u n d e r s t a n d i n g of h i s 
s u r r o u n d i n g s and i n f a c t l e a d t o 
t h e d e v e l o p m e n t o f s p e c i f i c 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l i f e s t y l e s . F o r 
e x a m p l e , p e r s o n s w i t h a 
mechanical orientation tend to 
g r a v i t a t e t o w a r d t h e w o r l d o f 
m e c h a n i c a l o b j e c t s a n d 
t e c h n o l o g i c a l p r o c e s s e s , and v i e w 
t h e e n v i r o n m e n t as a c o n v e n i e n t 
b a c k d r o p f o r m e c h a n i z e d 
a c t i v i t y . ^ Among the 
environmental dispositions 
i d e n t i f i e d i n r e c e n t r e s e a r c h on 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l l i f e s t y l e s by George 
McKechnie i s a g e n e r a l d i s p o s i t i o n 
t o w a r d t h e p a s t v a r i o u s l y 
i d e n t i f i e d as time orientation_, 
environmental nostalgia and 
antiquarianism. 3Zf Peop le 
m a i n t a i n i n g t h i s d i s p o s i t i o n p r e f e r 
t r a d i t i o n a l d e s i g n , e n j o y t h e 
ambiance of t h e p a s t , a r e 
a e s t h e t i c a l l y s e n s i t i v e t o w a r d 
man-made e n v i r o n m e n t s , a p p r e c i a t e 
c u l t u r a l a r t i f a c t s f rom t h e p a s t , 
and o f t e n c o l l e c t t hem f o r t h e i r 
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e m o t i o n a l v a l u e . 

These f i n d i n g s i n v i t e c l o s e r 
e x a m i n a t i o n o f t h e 
antiquarianism d i s p o s i t i o n . 
F i r s t l y , t h i s d i s p o s i t i o n a p p e a r s 
l e s s w e l l d e f i n e d t h a n t h e o t h e r 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l d i s p o s i t i o n s p o s i t e d 
by McKechnie ' s r e s e a r c h . S e c o n d l y , 
antiquarianism represents not 
o n e b u t an a m a l g a m o f s e v e r a l 
o r i e n t a t i o n s t o w a r d t h e p a s t . 
A c c o r d i n g l y , i t r e m a i n s t o d e f i n e 
and s u b s t a n t i a t e t h e n a t u r e o f 
d i s p o s i t i o n s toward t h e p a s t . 

L i k e o t h e r e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
d i s p o s i t i o n s , o r i e n t a t i o n s t o w a r d 
t h e p a s t d e v e l o p t h r o u g h t h e 
i n t e r p l a y of p e r s o n a l i t y f e a t u r e s , 
s o c i o - d e m o g r a p h i c c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s 
a n d e n v i r o n m e n t a l e x p e r i e n c e 
( F i g u r e 1 ) . T h e s e d i s p o s i t i o n s 
g u i d e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e 
e n v i r o n m e n t , i n f l u e n c e a t t i t u d e s 
toward i t , and a f f e c t b e h a v i o u r . 
C o g n i t i o n , a t t i t u d e s a n d 
b e h a v i o u r , in t u r n , e f f e c t ongoing 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l e x p e r i e n c e w h i c h 
t h e n p l a y s a p a r t i n r e i n f o r c i n g 
o r a l t e r i n g e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
d i s p o s i t i o n s . D i s p o s i t i o n s toward 
t h e p a s t g u i d e and h e l p d e v e l o p 
i m a g e s o f t h e h i s t o r i c a l 
e n v i r o n m e n t . They focus and a l i g n 
t h e s e images w i t h i n t h e c o g n i t i v e 
a n d b e h a v i o u r a l h i s t o r i c a l 
e n v i r o n m e n t s of t h e i n d i v i d u a l 
( F i g u r e 2 ) . A p e r s o n r e c o g n i z e s 
on ly some of t h e e l e m e n t s ( c ^ ) of 
t h e t o t a l h i s t o r i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t 
( a ^ ) , and i n t e r a c t s w i th or u s e s 
u s e s on ly some of t h e s e ( b ^ ) . For 
example , a T o r o n t o r e s i d e n t m i g h t 
r e c o g n i z e a number of s t r u c t u r e s 
as 19th c e n t u r y V i c t o r i a n h o u s e s , 
know where t he o ld commercia l c o r e 
a n d t h e Y o r k v i 1 1 e a r e a a r e 
l o c a t e d , be aware of t h r e e O n t a r i o 
I r o q u o i s s i t e s n e a r h i s home i n 
A g i n c o u r t , remember t he o l d b r i c k 
works in t h e Don V a l l e y w h e r e he 
u s e d t o w o r k , a n d k n o w t h e 

l o c a t i o n of a good p l a c e t o c o l l e c t 
o l d b o t t l e s . He v i s i t s one of t h e 
h o u s e s r e g u l a r l y . His p a r e n t s l i v e 
t h e r e , he was b o r n t h e r e , and t h e 
house was b u i l t by h i s g r a n d f a t h e r . 
He i s c o n s i d e r i n g t h e p u r c h a s e of 
o n e o f t w o s i m i l a r s t r u c t u r e s 
n e a r b y . They r e m i n d h i m o f h i s 
y o u t h and a r e c o n v e n i e n t t o h i s 
p l a c e o f w o r k a d j a c e n t t o t h e 
Y o r k v i l l e a r e a . Here he e a t s lunch 
d a i l y i n o n e o f a n u m b e r o f 
r e s t a u r a n t s l o c a t e d i n o l d h o u s e s 
and wanders t h r o u g h t h e smal l shops 
i n h i s s p a r e t i m e . He h a s gone t o 
c o l l e c t I n d i a n a r t i f a c t s w i t h h i s 
son on one of t h e s i t e s n e a r h i s 
home in A g i n c o u r t and o c c a s i o n a l l y 
s t o p s t o s i f t t h r o u g h t h e r e m a i n s 
of an o ld b o t t l e dump w h i l e wa lk ing 
h i s dog. 

As t h e s c e n a r i o i m p l i e s , an 
i n d i v i d u a l ' s o r i e n t a t i o n toward t he 
p a s t i s not n e c e s s a r i l y con f ined to 
one s p e c i f i c d i s p o s i t i o n . W h i l e 
o n e d i s p o s i t i o n may d o m i n a t e , 
o t h e r s may a l s o a l i g n a p e r s o n ' s 
v i e w s a b o u t a n d a c t i o n s i n t h e 
h i s t o r i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t . I n 
e s s e n c e , a n y o n e o r a s e t o f 
d i s p o s i t i o n s a r e e m p l o y e d by t h e 
i n d i v i d u a l i n d e a l i n g w i t h p a s t 
s e t t i n g s and e s t a b l i s h i n g a s e n s e 
of i d e n t i t y Vis à vis t h e p a s t . 
They gu ide a p p r a i s a l of t he p a s t in 
t h e l a n d s c a p e and in t h e m i n d . In 
s h o r t , t h e s e d i s p o s i t i o n s 
c o n s t i t u t e t h e b a s i s of h i s t o r i c a l 
a p p r e c i a t i o n . 

RETROSPECTIVE ORIENTATIONS IN 
METROPOLITAN TORONTO 

I n o r d e r t o e s t a b l i s h 
d i s p o s i t i o n s t o w a r d t h e p a s t 
amenable t o bo th i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and 
m e a s u r e m e n t , a b r o a d l y - b a s e d 
e m p i r i c a l s t u d y was u n d e r t a k e n i n 
M e t r o p o l i t a n T o r o n t o . T h e 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f p o s s i b l e 
d i s p o s i t i o n s w a s b a s e d o n a n 
e x t e n s i v e r e v i e w of how p e o p l e d e a l 



Figure I. THE RELATIONSHIPS AMONG ENVIRONMENTAL 
DISPOSITIONS, COGNITION, ATTITUDES AND 
BEHAVIOR 



Figurez. HISTORICAL ENVIRONMENTS 
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w i t h t h e p a s t in t h e p r e s e n t and an 
i n t u i t i v e g r a s p of a t t i t u d e s toward 
t h e p a s t . 

F o u r m a j o r a s p e c t s o f 
r e t r o s p e c t i v e o r i e n t a t i o n w e r e 
e s t a b l i s h e d as opposed t o a g e n e r a l 
antiquarianism or environmental 
nostalgia d i s p o s i t i o n . One 
a p p a r e n t d i r e c t i o n seemed t o be a 
general appreciation of the 
past. Both e m p i r i c a l o b s e r v a t i o n 
and t h e l i t e r a t u r e s u p p o r t e d a 
s u b s t a n t i a l o r i e n t a t i o n t o w a r d t h e 
p a s t i n g e n e r a l but no f a c e t of i t 
i n p a r t i c u l a r . A d i s t i n c t , 
a l t h o u g h somewhat c i r c u m s c r i b e d , 
a s p e c t w a s d e f i n e d a s 
appreciation of prehistorical 
remains. I t i s r e l a t e d t o t h e 
p a s t d i s t a n t i n b o t h c u l t u r e and 
t i m e . A t h i r d d i m e n s i o n was s e e n 
as t h e appreciation of historical 
sites and remains. I n c l u d e d in t h i s 
d i m e n s i o n w e r e p r e f e r e n c e s f o r 
h i s t o r i c a l p l a c e s , a n t i q u e s a n d 
o t h e r s u r v i v a l s f rom t h e p a s t . A 
f i n a l o r i e n t a t i o n , r e l a t e d t o t h i s 
bu t s t r o n g enough t o be c o n s i d e r e d 
s e p a r a t e l y w a s i d e n t i f i e d a s 
appreciation of historical 
buildings . 

A c o l l e c t i o n of s t a t e m e n t s , or 
" s t a t e m e n t p o o l , " w a s t h e n 
g e n e r a t e d t a p p i n g t h e s e d i v e r g e n t 
a s p e c t s of p e r s o n a l r e s p o n s e s t o 
t h e p a s t . C o n s i s t e n t w i t h n o r m a l 
p s y c h o m e t r i c p r a c t i c e , s t a t e m e n t s 
w e r e w r i t t e n on t h e b a s i s o f an 
i n t u i t i v e g r a s p of t h e e s s e n t i a l 
e l e m e n t s i n t h e s e d i s p o s i t i o n s 

3 S toward t h e p a s t . J The n e x t s t e p 
was t h e development of f o u r s c a l e s 
t o r e p r e s e n t t h e four a priori 
d i s p o s i t i o n s h y p o t h e s i z e d a s 
u n d e r l y i n g t h e s t a t e m e n t p o o l . 
D e t a i l s of t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e 
s c a l e s , t e s t i n g and s u b s t a n t i a t i o n 

3A a r e t r e a t e d e l s e w h e r e . D The 
f o l l o w i n g summary f o c u s s e s on t h e 
t i n d i n g s of t h i s r e s e a r c h . 

An a n a l y s i s of t h e p r i n c i p a l 
components of t h e r e s p o n s e s of t h e 
p r e t e s t group to s t a t e m e n t s on t h e 
a priori s c a l e s p roduced four 
d i f f e r e n t and p s y c h o l o g i c a l l y more 
r e v e a l i n g d i s p o s i t i o n s : 

1 . c o n s e r v a t i o n of h i s t o r i c a l 
r e s o u r c e s ; 

2 . g e n e r a l i n t e r e s t in t he p a s t ; 

3 . a p p r e c i a t i o n of t h e p a s t as 
c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e ; and 

4 . a p p r e c i a t i o n of d i r e c t 
e x p e r i e n c e w i th t he p a s t . 

E s s e n t i a l l y , t h e p r e t e s t g r o u p was 
o r i e n t e d t o w a r d t h e p a s t a l o n g 
t h e s e d i m e n s i o n s i n s t e a d of the a 
priori c a t e g o r i e s o u t l i n e d 
p r e v i o u s l y . T h e s e d i s p o s i t i o n s 
w e r e a c c e p t e d a s t h e b a s i s f o r 
s c a l e s e x p r e s s i n g a r a n g e o f 
commitment from n e u t r a l t o e x t r e m e 
and p o s i t i v e t o n e g a t i v e . The 
s t a t e m e n t pool was r e - e v a l u a t e d and 
i t e m s n o t a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e 
s c a l e s or not c o n t r i b u t i n g t o t h e 
o v e r a l l v a r i a n c e of t h e s c a l e s were 
d i s c a r d e d . A d d i t i o n a l s t a t e m e n t s 
w e r e w r i t t e n t o p r o v i d e t w e l v e 
s t a t e m e n t s o n e a c h s c a l e . 
McKechn ie ' s antiauarianism s c a l e 
w a s i n c l u d e d f o r c o m p a r a t i v e 
p u r p o s e s . The r e s u l t i n g f i v e 
r a t i o n a l s c a l e s f o r m e d t h e 
u n d e r l y i n g s t r u c t u r e o f t h e 
s t a t e m e n t p o o l a d m i n i s t e r e d t o a 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s a m p l e o f 1 2 1 4 
M e t r o p o l i t a n T o r o n t o r e s i d e n t s . 

A n a l y s i s of t h e r e s u l t s o f 
t h i s s u r v e y c o n f i r m t h a t t h e 
p e r s o n a l d i s p o s i t i o n s o f 
M e t r o p o l i t a n T o r o n t o r e s i d e n t s 
toward the h i s t o r i c a l e n v i r o n m e n t 
a r e amenable to i d e n t i f i c a t i o n and 
m e a s u r e m e n t . The h y p o t h e s i z e d 
r a t i o n a l s c a l e s t a p four d i s c r e t e , 
b u t r e l a t e d o r i e n t a t i o n s : 
general interest in the past 
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descr ibes a broadly based a t t e n t i o n 
to the past; direct experience with 
the past r ep r e sen t s a f ee l ing for 
old p l a c e s , a d e s i r e to v i s i t and 
commune w i t h t h e p a s t and t o 
c o l l e c t r e l i c s ; cultural heritage 
desc r ibes the past as n a t i o n a l and 
commun i ty c u l t u r e and f a m i l y 
legacy; and the t i n a l d i s p o s i t i o n 
expresses a n t i - p r o g r e s s s e n t i m e n t s 
and the d e s i r e to conserve our 
prehistoricai and historical 
resources. Residents main ta in , 
f o r e m o s t , a g e n e r a l and l a r g e l y 
u n d i f f e r e n t i a t e d interest in the 
t h e p a s t . More s p e c i f i c and 
r e s t r i c t e d are o r i e n t a t i o n s toward 
direct experience with the past 
e n v i r o n m e n t , a p p r e c i a t i o n of 
heritage, and conservation of 
h i s t o r i c a l r e s o u r c e s . 

W h e r e a s t h e r e s p o n d e n t s ' 
r e p l i e s t o a g e n e r a l q u e s t i o n , 
"Wha t i n o r a b o u t t h e p a s t 
i n t e r e s t s you?" a l s o s u g g e s t t he 
presence of s i m i l a r d imens ions of 
past o r i e n t a t i o n s , these dimensions 
are not c l e a r l y i d e n t i f i e d , nor are 
t h e y a m e n a b l e t o s a t i s f a c t o r y 
measurement. The r e s u l t s o u t l i n e d 
in Table 1 demonstrate t h a t peop le 
m a i n t a i n o r i e n t a t i o n s t o w a r d 
v a r i o u s a s p e c t s of t h e p a s t and 
p r e f e r some o v e r o t h e r s . The 
separa te d i s p o s i t i o n s are d i f f i c u l t 
to e s t a b l i s h . Furthermore, a c l ea r 
d e f i n i t i o n o f " m e a s u r a b l e 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l c o n s t r u c t s " i s 
n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e f u r t h e r 
e x p l o r a t i o n of the r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
among d i s p o s i t i o n s , a t t i t u d e s and 
behaviour. 

S ince m e a s u r e s of p e r s o n a l 
i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t h e p a s t and 
a t t i t u d e s toward the past were a lso 
c o l l e c t e d in t h e s u r v e y , i t was 
p o s s i b l e t o a s c e r t a i n t o w h a t 
d e g r e e d i s p o s i t i o n s u n d e r l i e 
s p e c i f i c , r e t r o s p e c t i v e a t t i t u d e s 
a n d b e h a v i o u r . The T o r o n t o 
resea rch confirms tha t d i s p o s i t i o n s 

t o w a r d t h e p a s t a l i g n t h e 
d e v e l o p m e n t of r e t r o s p e c t i v e 
a t t i t u d e s and focus i n v o l v e m e n t 
with the p a s t . A few examples w i l l 
s u f f i c e t o i l l u s t r a t e t h i s 
e f f e c t i v e q u a l i t y o f t h e 
d i s p o s i t i o n s . 

With r e s p e c t to i n v o l v e m e n t 
w i t h t h e p a s t , t h e p r e d i c t i v e 
v a l i d i t y of the d i s p o s i t i o n s c a l e s 
i s s t r o n g l y c o n f i r m e d by t h e 
r e s u l t s w h i c h s h o w t h a t i n 
a g g r e g a t e t h o s e i n v o l v e d i n 
a c t i v i t i e s connected with the p a s t 
e x h i b i t s i g n i f i c a n t l y h i g h e r 
d i s p o s i t i o n s c o r e s than t h o s e not 
i n v o l v e d ( T a b l e I I ) . Mean 
d i s p o s i t i o n scores for members and 
n o n - m e m b e r s of h i s t o r i c a l and 
r e l a t e d s o c i e t i e s d i f f e r m o s t 
s i g n i f i c a n t l y ( t = - 2 . 3 4 , df = 
1 2 1 2 , s i g . = . 0 1 ) o n t h e 
conservation s c a l e . Those 
r e s i d e n t s who j o i n s o c i e t i e s a re 
motivated more by p re se rva t ion than 
o ther o r i e n t a t i o n s toward the pa s t . 
This goal achieves higher l eve l s of 
f u l f i l l m e n t t h r o u g h c o - o p e r a t i o n 
and o r g a n i z a t i o n . C o l l e c t o r s and 
n o n - c o l l e c t o r s of i t ems connec ted 
with the past d i f f e r s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
on a l l f o u r s c a l e s w i t h t h e 
g r e a t e s t d i f f e r e n c e be ing on the 
experience sca le Ct = -10 .57 , df 
= 9 8 4 , s i g . = . 0 0 1 ) . S i n c e 
c o l l e c t i n g r ep re sen t s one means of 
d i r e c t l y exper iencing and h a n d l i n g 
t h e p a s t , t h i s f i n d i n g f u r t h e r 
confirms the p r e d i c t i v e v a l i d i t y of 
t h e d i s p o s i t i o n m e a s u r e s . 
L i k e w i s e , t h e mos t s i g n i f i c a n t 
d i f f e rences in d i s p o s i t i o n s between 
t h o s e v i s i t i n g and no t v i s i t i n g 
p l a c e s m e r c h a n d i s i n g the p a s t i s 
a l so on the experience s c a l e . 
The most s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s 
between v i s i t o r s and n o n - v i s i t o r s 
to spec i f i c h i s t o r i c a l s i t e s i s on 
the heritage sca le ( t = -10 .12 , df 
= 1 2 1 2 , s i g . = . 0 0 1 ) . S i n c e 
c o l l e c t i n g r ep re sen t s one means of 
d i r e c t l y exper iencing and h a n d l i n g 
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TABLE I 
MAJOR ASPECTS OF INTEREST IN THE PAST AMONG 

1214 TORONTO RESIDENTS 

Aspect 
Number of Percentage of 
Respondents Total Respondents 

A. the way people lived 
lifestyles, the old way 

330 27.18 

B. personal past, family 
past, genealogy, memories 

6.67 

C. t h i n g s : a n t i q u e s , 
o b j e c t s , f u r n i t u r e , 
h a n d i c r a f t s , e t c . 

295 24.30 

D. buildings: houses, 
churches, barns, other 
structures 

357 29.41 

E. places and landscapes 175 14.42 

F. the remote past, origins 
of man, native peoples, 
prehistory 

69 5.68 

G. the past in general, 
history in its various 
facets, periods and events 

276 22.74 

H. 

I. 

J. 

K. 

miscellaneous 

everything 

nothing 

don't know 

13 

29 

122 

41 

1.07 

2.39 

10.05 

3.38 

L. no answer 0.74 
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TABLE I I 
STUDENTS' STATISTICS FOR THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN 

SELECTED INVOLVEMENTS WITH THE PAST AND DISPOSITIONS 
TOWARD THE PAST 

D i s p o s i t i o n S c a l e s 

Invo lvement C o n s e r v a t i o n I n t e r e s t H e r i t a g e E x p e r i e n c e 

C o l l e c t t h i n g s from - 9 . 1 8 
t h e p a s t 

V i s i t p l a c e s m e r c h a n - - 9 . 3 4 
d i s i n g the p a s t 

Spend t ime v i e w i n g - 1 1 . 3 3 
t h e p a s t env i ronment 

R e m i n i s c i n g - 7 . 4 9 

V i s i t i n g s p e c i f i c - 7 . 6 6 
museums and Recon-
s t r u e t i o n s 

Reading books about - 1 3 . 7 4 
t h e p a s t 

A l l s t a t i s t i c s s i g n i f i c a n t b e y o n d . 0 5 

t h e p a s t , t h i s f i n d i n g f u r t h e r 
conf i rms t h e p r e d i c t i v e v a l i d i t y of 
t h e d i s p o s i t i o n m e a s u r e s . 
L i k e w i s e , t h e m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t 
d i f f e r e n c e s in d i s p o s i t i o n s between 
t h o s e v i s i t i n g and n o t v i s i t i n g 
p l a c e s m e r c h a n d i s i n g t h e p a s t i s 
a l s o on t h e experience s c a l e . The 
i n d i c a t i o n i s t h a t f o r m a n y who 
v i s i t museums and s i t e s t h e d e s i r e 
t o have c o n t a c t w i t h t h e i r c u l t u r a l 
h e r i t a g e i s a b a s i c m o t i v a t i o n . 
For t h o s e who commune w i t h t h e p a s t 
by v i ewing and a d m i r i n g s u r v i v a l s 
i n t h e l a n d s c a p e , interest and 
d i r e c t experience a r e pr ime 
m o t i v a t i o n s . " R e m i n i s c i n g a b o u t 
how Toron to u s e d t o b e , " h o w e v e r , 
e v o k e s s t r o n g e s t f e e l i n g s f o r 
%nterest i n t h e p a s t , and a g a i n 
con f i rms t h e p r e d i c t i v e v a l i d i t y of 
t h e s c a l e s . 

- 9 . 8 5 - 9 . 3 9 - 1 0 . 5 7 

- 9 . 8 2 - 1 0 . 3 2 - 1 3 . 1 1 

- 1 3 . 1 9 - 1 2 . 5 8 - 1 3 . 0 4 

- 1 0 . 9 8 - 9 . 8 3 - 7 . 3 8 

- 9 . 1 9 - 1 0 . 0 2 - 8 . 2 2 

- 1 7 . 0 5 - 1 4 . 2 0 - 1 3 . 3 4 

leve l 

F s t a t i s t i c s w e r e c a l c u l a t e d 
t o t e s t for s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s 
i n d i s p o s i t i o n s among r e s p o n d e n t s 
g r o u p e d on t h e b a s i s o f t h e i r 
r e s p o n s e s t o e a c h of t h e a t t i t u d e 
s t a t e m e n t s . B o t h b e l i e f a n d 
b e h a v i o u r a l i n t e n t i o n s w e r e 
i n v e s t i g a t e d . Once a g a i n , h i g h l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s e m e r g e on 
a l l four d i s p o s i t i o n s c a l e s . A few 
examples a r e p r o v i d e d in Tab l e I I I . 
As in t h e c a s e of t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p s 
b e t w e e n i n v o l v e m e n t a n d 
d i s p o s i t i o n s , c a u t i o n m u s t b e 
e x e r c i s e d in a t t r i b u t i n g t o o much 
s i g n i f i c a n c e t o t h e h i g h l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t t e s t s t a t i s t i c s in view 
of t h e l a r g e s a m p l e s i z e . The 
r e s u l t s of t h e a n a l y s i s c l e a r l y 
i n d i c a t e , h o w e v e r , t h a t 
d i s p o s i t i o n s gu ide t he d e v e l o p m e n t 
o f s p e c i f i c a t t i t u d e s t o w a r d 



77 

TABLE III 
F STATISTICS FOR THE RELATIONSHIPS BETWEEN 

SELECTED ATTITUDES AND DISPOSITIONS 

Attitude Statement 
Stem 

Disposition Scale 

Conservation Interest Heritage Experience 

If I find something 
old, I usually... 

I believe that 
historical and pre-
historical sites in 
danger of destruction 
should be... 

■44.617 

73.036 

75.708 53.535 92.043 

66.285 52.465 57.744 

I regard archaeological 
excavations as... 

I would prefer to see 
Drehistorical remains 
displayed... 

77.721 102.421 79.301 76.154 

32.009 46.756 36.710 36.056 

All F statistics significant beyond .001 level 

the past. 37 

T h e m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t 
d i f f e r e n c e s i n r e s p o n s e s t o t h e 
f i r s t s t a t e m e n t ( " I f I f i n d 
someth ing o l d , I u s u a l l y . . . " ) a r e 
on t h e experience s c a l e . Mean 
s c o r e s on t h i s s c a l e a r e h i g h e s t 
f o r t h o s e r e s p o n d i n g " t r y t o 
d i s c o v e r s o m e t h i n g a b o u t i t " 
( 4 5 . 1 8 ) and " p u t i t on d i s p l a y i n 
my h o m e " ( 4 5 . 0 6 ) . T h e m e a n 
experience s c o r e i s l owes t for 
r e s i d e n t s who i n d i c a t e d t h e y w o u l d 
" d i s r e g a r d i t " ( 3 6 . 4 8 ) . Bo th t h e 
h i g h l y s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e among 
t h e group means and t h e d i r e c t i o n 
o f t h e d i f f e r e n c e c o n f i r m t h e 
p r e d i c t i v e v a l i d i t y o f t h e 
d i s p o s i t i o n m e a s u r e s . T h i s 
r e l a t i o n s h i p i s c o n s i s t e n t i n t h e 
o t h e r examples a s w e l l . The m o s t 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s i n t h e 
s e c o n d e x a m p l e a r e o n t h e 

conservation s c a l e . In r e s p o n s e 
t o t h e s t a t e m e n t " I b e l i e v e t h a t 
h i s t o r i c a l and p r e h i s t o r i c a l s i t e s 
i n d a n g e r of d e s t r u c t i o n s h o u l d 
b e . . . , " means by r e s p o n s e c a t e g o r y 
a r e : " d e s t r o y e d " ( 3 6 . 6 0 ) , 
" e x c a v a t e d and r e c o r d e d p r i o r t o 
d e s t r u c t i o n " ( 4 6 . 6 4 ) , a n d 
" p r e s e r v e d at a l l c o s t s " ( 4 8 . 8 2 ) . 
T h e r e m a i n i n g t w o e x a m p l e s 
i l l u s t r a t e t he p r e d i c t i v e v a l i d i t y 
of t h e more g e n e r a l interest s c a l e . 
H o w e v e r , b o t h e x a m p l e s , a n d 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e s t a t e m e n t " I 
r e g a r d a r c h a e o l o g i c a l e x c a v a t i o n s 
a s . . . " a l s o d e m o n s t r a t e t h e 
h y p o t h e s i z e d r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h 
r e s p e c t t o t h e heritage 
d i s p o s i t i o n . Mean s c o r e s on t h i s 
s c a l e a r e h i g h e s t f o r t h e a n s w e r 
" e s s e n t i a l t o t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n of 
o u r h e r i t a g e " ( 4 8 . 6 2 ) and l o w e s t 
fo r t h e r e s p o n s e " a w a s t e of t i m e 
and money" ( 3 7 . 0 0 ) . 
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IMPLICATIONS FOR PRESERVATION AND 
PRESENTATION OF THE HISTORICAL 

ENVIRONMENT 

A Strong Positive Sentiment Toward 
the Past 

The most cons i s t en t f inding of 
the s tudy i s t h e s t r o n g p o s i t i v e 
s e n t i m e n t toward t h e p a s t among 
Toronto r e s i d e n t s . These f e e l i n g s 
are almost as s t rong as those among 
t h e p r o f e s s i o n a l h i s t o r i a n s and 
O n t a r i o A r c h a e o l o g i c a l S o c i e t y 
m e m b e r s p o l l e d b y w a y o f 
comparison. ° This f inding 
c o n t r a d i c t s n o t i o n s t h a t u r b a n 
r e s i d e n t s l a r g e l y a b j u r e t h e p a s t 
and ho ld l i t t l e r e g a r d f o r i t s 
p r e s e r v a t i o n and a p p r e c i a t i o n . 
T h e y a r e i n f a c t l a r g e l y 
i n t e r e s t e d , concerned and involved. 

One i m p l i c a t i o n of t h i s 
p o s i t i v e s e n t i m e n t i s t h a t t h e 
publ ic are p o t e n t i a l l y r ecep t i ve to 
increased access to the h i s t o r i c a l 
resources of the reg ion . While the 
dange r s of i n f e r r i n g from v e r b a l 
s ta tements of a t t i t u d e s to a c t u a l 
b e h a v i o u r a r e w e l l 
e s t a b l i s h e d , ^ and acknowledged 
h e r e , t h e c o n s i s t e n c y a n d 
uniformity of favourable r e s p o n s e s 
e l i c i t e d in t h i s s tudy p r o v i d e a 
s t r o n g b a s i s for c o n c l u d i n g t h a t 
t h e p r o v i s i o n of a d d i t i o n a l 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r v i e w i n g and 
exper iencing both the immediate and 
more remote past would be welcomed 
and u t i l i z e d by a l a r g e component 
of Toronto area r e s i d e n t s . 

The s e c o n d i m p l i c a t i o n 
concerns the p o t e n t i a l s u p p o r t for 
a publ ic pol icy o r i en ted toward the 
p r e s e r v a t i o n and p r e s e n t a t i o n of 
the p a s t . The idea of a d isposable 
urban f a b r i c r e a d i l y r e p l a c e d in 
the cause of change and supposed 
progress i s an e t h i c which a p p e a r s 
to muster l i t t l e support among t h e 
p u b l i c - a t l a r g e . The s t r o n g 

sent iments toward c o n s e r v a t i o n and 
h e r i t a g e measured by two of t h e 
d i s p o s i t i o n sca les is i n d i c a t i v e of 
the s e n s i t i v i t y of a la rge major i ty 
of r e s i d e n t s for t he p r e s e r v a t i o n 
of the p a s t ; the o r i e n t a t i o n toward 
d i r e c t experience demands not only 
p r e s e r v a t i o n but a lso consc ien t ious 
p r e s e n t a t i o n o f t h i s p a s t . 
R e s p o n s e s t o t h e a t t i t u d e 
s t a t e m e n t s s u p p o r t such a p u b l i c 
p o l i c y . As such the e s t a b l i s h m e n t 
and f u r t h e r a n c e of p o l i c i e s and 
l e g i s l a t i o n d i r e c t e d toward both 
p r o t e c t i o n and p r e s e n t a t i o n of 
h i s t o r i c a l resources - whether they 
be b u i l d i n g s , s i t e s or a r t i f a c t s -
i s l i k e l y to f ind s t r o n g p u b l i c 
suppor t . 

T h i s b r i n g s i n t o q u e s t i o n 
w h e t h e r t h e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
s t r u c t u r e s for d e a l i n g w i t h t h e 
past in the present are adequate or 
whether they r equ i r e r e - e v a l u a t i o n . 
The r e - a w a k e n i n g to the p a s t has 
been a development of r e c e n t y e a r s 
and p r e v a i l i n g a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
s t r u c t u r e s at bo th the p r o v i n c i a l 
a n d m u n i c i p a l l e v e l s may b e 
i n a d e q u a t e t o d e a l w i t h t h i s 
change. In M e t r o p o l i t a n T o r o n t o , 
for example , t h e P l a n n i n g Board , 
P a r k s , and a number of community 
and q u a s i - g o v e r n m e n t a 1 b o d i e s 
conce rned ma in ly wi th h i s t o r i c a l 
b u i l d i n g p r e s e r v a t i o n a r e 
d e v e l o p i n g a n d i n s t i t u t i n g 
p o l i c i e s . The recognized r e g i o n a l 
impact of Toron to ' s g r o w t h ^ has 
s p a w n e d p l a n n i n g a n d a n 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e s t r u c t u r e f o r a 
T o r o n t o - c e n t r e d r e g i o n . 
E s t a b l i s h e d in our r e s e a r c h , and 
e lsewhere , ■*■ i s the fact t ha t 
r e s i d e n t s mainta in a s t rong fee l ing 
for the r e g i o n a l p a s t in a d d i t i o n 
t o an e m p a t h y f o r f a m i l y and 
community h e r i t a g e . One component 
of r e g i o n a l g o v e r n m e n t s h o u l d 
r ep resen t the c o n s t i t u e n c y of the 
p a s t i n o r d e r t o i n s u r e t h e 
development of h i s t o r i c a l r e s o u r c e 
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p r e s e r v a t i o n and p r e s e n t a t i o n 
p o l i c i e s which a r e in l i n e w i t h 

• i , 4 ? 
r eg iona l growth. ^ 
A Substantial Involvement With the 
Past 

Not only are Toronto r e s i d e n t s 
s t r o n g l y s y m p a t h e t i c t o w a r d t h e 
p a s t , but a l s o t h e y e x p r e s s t h i s 
sentiment by becoming involved with 
i t . In f a c t , r e s i d e n t s r i v a l 
p ro fe s s iona l s and s o c i e t y members 
i n t h e i r p a r t i c i p a t i o n w i t h t h e 
p a s t . As i l l u s t r a t e d in F i g u r e 3 , 
t h e s e i n v o l v e m e n t s r a n g e f r o m 
s imply r e m i n i s c i n g t o v i s i t i n g 
h i s t o r i c s i t e s a n d p l a c e s 
m e r c h a n d i s i n g t h e p a s t , and even 
a c t i v e l y s e e k i n g a r t i f a c t s and 
forgot ten family r e l a t i o n s h i p s on 
t h e i r own. In a l l i n s t a n c e s , save 
s o c i e t y m e m b e r s h i p , T o r o n t o 
r e s i d e n t s d e m o n s t r a t e a s t r o n g 
d e g r e e of i n v o l v e m e n t w i t h t h e 
h i s t o r i c a l environment. 

T h e r e a p p e a r s t o b e a 
d e m o n s t r a t e d need for a d d i t i o n a l 
f a c i l i t i e s r e p r e s e n t i n g t he p a s t . 
I n t h e p r i v a t e s e c t o r , t h e 
p r o l i f e r a t i o n of a n t i q u e s t o r e s , 
f l e a m a r k e t s and t h e l i k e may 
i n d i c a t e a d j u s t m e n t to a growing 
demand for the t ang ib l e p a s t . But 
s imi l a r ad jus tmen t s in t h e p u b l i c 
s e c t o r a r e n o t a s a p p a r e n t . 
S u r v i v a l s of t h e p a s t a r e h i g h l y 
valued and inc reas ing ly in demand, 
but management i s a c o m p l e x and 
expensive p r o p o s i t i o n . -* I t 
demands a s s e s s m e n t of a v a i l a b l e 
r e s o u r c e s , examinations of need and 
demand, development of p o l i c i e s , 
p l a n n i n g and t e s t i n g of p roposed 
programmes, and i n t e g r a t i o n w i t h 
o t h e r u r b a n l a n d u s e s a n d 
a c t i v i t i e s b e f o r e e f f e c t i v e 
management can be a c c o m p l i s h e d . 
For example , a Toron to I r o q u o i a n 
v i l l a g e s i t e of seve ra l acres s i z e , 
r e m a i n s p a r t l y e x c a v a t e d , 
i n a d e q u a t e l y p r e s e r v e d a n d 

u n i n t e r p r e t e d for the p u b l i c . This 
i s due l a r g e l y t o t h e c o s t of 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n but a lso to the lack 
of precedents for i n t e r p r e t a t i o n , 
and the shadow, more perceived than 
r e a l , c a s t by t h e a d j a c e n t 
apartment b u i l d i n g s . ^ 

The Uniformity in Attitudes Toward 
the Past 

Another f i n d i n g of the s tudy 
having pol icy i m p l i c a t i o n s r e l a t e s 
t o t h e g e n e r a l u n i f o r m i t y of 
a t t i t u d e s toward the p a s t a c r o s s 
s o c i a l c l a s s groups. The argument 
t h a t i n t e r e s t and invo lvement in 
t h e p a s t a r e t h e p r e s e r v e of a 
small soc i a l e l i t e c o m p r i s i n g t he 
upper and c e r t a i n m i d d l e c l a s s 
g r o u p s , and, t h e r e f o r e , t h a t t he 
p r e s e r v a t i o n and p r o v i s i o n of 
a c c e s s to h i s t o r i c a l r e s o u r c e s 
should not r ece ive ex tens ive public 
f inanc ing , is not suppor ted by the 
d a t a . A l t h o u g h s t a t i s t i c a l l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t d i f f e r e n c e s a re found 
among the s o c i a l c l a s s groups in 
d i s p o s i t i o n s , a t t i t u d e s a n d 
i n v o l v e m e n t , t h e a b s o l u t e 
d i f f e r e n c e s a r e on t h e w h o l e 
marg ina l . The v a r i a t i o n s seem to 
r e p r e s e n t a b e r r a t i o n s f r o m a 
r e l a t i v e l y u n i f o r m r e s p o n s e 
p a t t e r n . 

The l e v e l of i n t e r e s t and 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n of lower c lass groups 
c e r t a i n l y exceeds e x p e c t a t i o n and 
r e p r e s e n t s o n e o f t h e m o r e 
r e v e a l i n g f indings of the s tudy as 
a whole. A word of c a u t i o n has to 
be added here s ince to some e x t e n t 
s e l f - s e l e c t i o n i n e v i t a b l y e n t e r e d 
in to the sample composit ion. I t is 
p o s s i b l e , t h e r e f o r e , as i n d i c a t e d 
in the sample design r e p o r t , D t ha t 
in the lower c l a s s a r e a s , where the 
r e s p o n s e r a t e was t y p i c a l l y 
r e d u c e d , r e s i d e n t s a g r e e i n g t o 
p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e s t u d y w e r e 
g e n e r a l l y more i n t e r e s t e d in the 
p a s t . Even accept ing t h i s poss ib le 



Figure 3. FREQUENCY DISTRIBUTIONS OF RESPONSES TO INVOLVEMENT 
QUESTIONS 
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b i a s , t h e u n i f o r m i t y of r e s p o n s e i s 
i m p r e s s i v e and does much t o d i s p e l 
t h e b e l i e f t h a t t h e p a s t i s a n d 
n e e d be a l u x u r y i n w h i c h o n l y a 
s o c i a l e l i t e i n d u l g e . 

T h i s p o p u l a r a p p e a l s u g g e s t s 
t h a t p r e s e r v a t i o n and p r e s e n t a t i o n 
of t h e p a s t i s b r o a d l y b a s e d and 
p o s s i b l y s h o u l d be e v e n more s o . 
The p a s t c o n s e r v e d and p o r t r a y e d 
shou ld r e p r e s e n t t h e w o r k i n g m a n ' s 
p a s t a s w e l l a s t h a t o f t h e 
p rominen t merchan t and l e g i s l a t o r . 
I t might w e l l r e f l e c t p a s t s o c i a l 
c o n d i t i o n s and l i f e s t y l e s a s w e l l 
as commemorate m i l i t a r y v i c t o r i e s , 
p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s e v e n t s , and 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l a c h i e v e m e n t s . The 
a p p e a l of t h e p a s t e x t e n d s t o t h e 
o r d i n a r y a s w e l l a s t h e 
e x t r a o r d i n a r y . Th i s v iew r e c e i v e s 
s u b s t a n t i a l s u p p o r t f rom c u r r e n t 
t r e n d s i n a n t i q u e c o l l e c t i n g and 
g e n e o l o g y . P o p u l a r among a n t i q u e 
c o l l e c t o r s t o d a y a r e r u s t i c 
f u r n i s h i n g s , " p r i m i t i v e s , " 
work ingmen ' s t o o l s , f o l k a r t , and 
l i g h t i n g d e v i c e s . ° G e n e o l o g i s t s 
a r e no l o n g e r i n t e r e s t e d o n l y i n 
t r a c i n g l i n e a g e s t o f a m o u s 
i n d i v i d u a l s . C o n n e c t i o n s w i t h 
p i o n e e r f a r m e r s , c a r p e n t e r s , 
s a i l o r s , and e v e n f e l o n s a r e j u s t 
as a c c e p t a b l e . More i m p o r t a n t t h a n 
t h e p r e s t i g e of t h e l i n e a g e a r e t h e 
r o o t s t h e m s e l v e s . / 

Special Interests in the Past 

D e s p i t e t h e w i d e s p r e a d a p p e a l 
of t h e p a s t i t h a s by no m e a n s 
become u n i f o r m o r a n o n y m o u s f o r 
T o r o n t o r e s i d e n t s . C e r t a i n a s p e c t s 
a t t r a c t r e l a t i v e l y few i n t e r e s t e d 
and d e d i c a t e d i n d i v i d u a l s , o t h e r 
t y p e s o f p a s t a p p e a l t o m o s t 
p e o p l e . Among t h e s i g n i f i c a n t 
f i n d i n g s of t he s t udy a r e a number 
of s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t a r e a s t h a t 
r a n g e f r o m a t t r a c t i n g a l a r g e 
c r o s s - s e c t i o n of t h e p o p u l a t i o n t o 
a p p e a l i n g t o o n l y s e l e c t 

i n d i v i d u a l s and g r o u p s . P e r s o n a l 
r e m i n i s c e n c e and t r a c i n g f a m i l y 
e x p e r i e n c e a r e common a v o c a t i o n s . 
C e r t a i n g roups of T o r o n t o r e s i d e n t s 
embrace c o l l e c t i v e p a s t s t h a t l i e 
s o m e w h e r e b e t w e e n t h e s p e c i f i c 
p e r s o n a l and fami ly e x p e r i e n c e and 
t h e h i g h l y e l u s i v e n a t i o n a l l e g a c y . 
C o n s e n s u s i s u s u a l l y b a s e d on a 
p a r t i c u l a r c u l t u r a l h e r i t a g e . For 
e x a m p l e , r e s p o n d e n t s o f 
A n g l o - C a n a d i a n , B r i t i s h , A m e r i c a n 
and West E u r o p e a n o r i g i n a r e more 
f a v o u r a b l y d i s p o s e d toward the p a s t 
and p a s t - r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s t h a n 
a r e more r e c e n t immigran t s of South 
Eu ropean , Eas t Eu ropean , A s i a n and 
C a r i b b e a n o r i g i n . ° The e l d e r l y 
a r e g e n e r a l l y c o n s t r a i n e d i n 
p a s t - r e l a t e d a c t i v i t i e s b y 
i n c l i n a t i o n , l a c k of m o b i l i t y and 
f i n a n c i a l r e s t r i c t i o n s a n d t h e 
young tend to p r e f e r i n v o l v e m e n t s 
which demand d i r e c t e x p e r i e n c e wi th 
t h e p a s t . ^ I n n e r c i t y r e s i d e n t s 
a r e more f a v o u r a b l y d i s p o s e d to t he 
p a s t e n v i r o n m e n t t h a n a r e t h e i r 
s u b u r b a n c o u n t e r p a r t s . N a t i v e 
T o r o n t o n i a n s m a i n t a i n a s t r o n g e r 
f e e l i n g f o r t h e c i t y ' s h e r i t a g e 
t h a n r e c e n t m i g r a n t s , w h i l e 
l o n g - t i m e c i t y d w e l l e r s a p p r e c i a t e 
T o r o n t o ' s p a s t to a g r e a t e r d e g r e e 
t h a n do T o r o n t o n i a n s who have moved 
from t h e c o u n t r y . ^ S p e c i a l 
i n t e r e s t s a l s o i n c l u d e p a r t i c u l a r 
p e r i o d s , a r t i f a c t s , s e t t i n g s and 
a c t i v i t i e s . 

The n a t u r e and a p p e a l of a l l 
of t h e s e s p e c i a l i n t e r e s t s as w e l l 
a s t h e g e n e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n s o f 
s t r o n g , p o s i t i v e s e n t i m e n t t o w a r d 
t h e p a s t , s u b s t a n t i a l i n v o l v e m e n t 
w i t h i t , a n d a u n i f o r m i t y i n 
r e t r o s p e c t i v e a t t i t u d e s r e q u i r e 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n in any b l u e p r i n t f o r 
t h e management of T o r o n t o ' s p a s t . 
P l a n n i n g t h e m a n a g e m e n t o f 
h i s t o r i c a l r e s o u r c e s , i n a d d i t i o n 
t o m e d i a t i n g a d v e r s e e f f e c t s on t he 
r e s o u r c e s i n q u e s t i o n , s h o u l d 
c o n s i d e r t h e r a n g e of i n t e r e s t s 
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e x t a n t and t h e p r o p o r t i o n and 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of t h e p o p u l a t i o n 
p o t e n t i a l l y e n g a g e d i n p u r s u i n g 
these i n t e r e s t s . Such p l a n n i n g 
would benef i t from the context of a 
more c o m p r e h e n s i v e m a n a g e m e n t 
p o l i c y f o r t h e u r b a n c e n t e r e d 
reg ion . 
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