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CREATION OF AN EARLY VICTORIAN SUBURB 

IN MONTREAL 

David B. IJanna 

Résumé/Abstract 

A Montréal , l e paysage urbain composé de maisons en bande ( l a 
" te r race") , surgi pendant les années 1850 e t 1860, a maintenant d i s p a r u . 
I l incarnai t la rencontre de forces que, seul parmi les grandes v i l l e s de 
l'Amérique du Nord bri tannique, Montréal renfermait. La " t e r r a c e " , qui 
rassemblait der r iè re une même façade monumentale un groupe homogène de 
maisons en bande, se confinait à un plateau s i tué entre la v i e i l l e v i l l e 
au sud e t les pres t ig ieuses maisons é t agées sur l a pente au nord. Ce 
type d 'habi ta t ion s ' e s t répandu en quelque s o r t e grâce aux opé ra t i ons 
s p é c u l a t i v e s de r i c h e s p r o p r i é t a i r e s f o n c i e r s , e n c o u r a g é e s p a r l e 
développement de la v i l l e e t l e fort accroissement s imul tané du nombre 
des logements en t re 1850 e t 1869, a i n s i que l e d é s i r , de l a p a r t des 
c l a s s e s s u p é r i e u r e s , de q u i t t e r l e s v i e u x q u a r t i e r s r e p o u s s a n t s , 
dangereux e t exigus. Des améliorations de l ' i n f r a s t ruc tu re urbaine e t en 
p a r t i c u l i e r l a c o n s t r u c t i o n d ' i n s t a l l a t i o n s hydrau l iques ont r endu 
possible l e lotissement des t e r r e s élevées. La formule ou la mode de l a 
construction en bandes représenta i t en o u t r e une forme accep t ab l e d 'un 
point de vue a rch i tec tura l et socia l , e t qui t r o u v a i t ses r a c i n e s dans 
des exemples br i tanniques, spécialement ceux de Londres la p r e s t i g i e u s e . 
I l s ' a g i s s a i t finalement d'une formule ou d'une mode, "incontestablement 
l i é e à une haute bourgeoisie p u i s s a n t e " qui ne se t rouve que dans l e s 
grandes v i l l e s administrat ives e t commerciales e t q u i , en Amérique du 
Nord britannique, ne s ' e s t fortement manifestée qu'à Montréal. 

Montreal's " terrace tcwnscape" emerged in the 1850s and 1860s and 
has since disappeared. I t represented a conjuncture of forces p e c u l i a r 
t o Montreal among B r i t i s h North American c i t i e s . The t e r r a c e - t he 
u n i t i n g of a homogeneous group of a t t a c h e d houses b e h i n d a s i n g l e 
monumental facade - vas concentrated on a plateau, between the older c i ty 
t o the south and the high-prest ige homes on the slope to the north. Such 
housing flowed/ in one sense, from the speculative development of wealthy 
landowners. The developnent was driven by the grcwth of the c i ty and the 
concurrent housing boom of the 1850s and 1860s, coupled with the d e s i r e 
of the be t t e r c lasses to move from the noisome, dangerous and constr icted 
older areas . Improvements in the urban i n f r a - s t r u c t u r e , e s p e c i a l l y t he 
c o n s t r u c t i o n of water -works , made new development on h i g h e r l a n d s 
f e a s i b l e . The " t e r r a c e " form o r f a s h i o n a l s o d e r i v e d from an 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y and s o c i a l l y accep tab l e formula, rooted in B r i t i s h 
precedents, especial ly those of prest igious London. I t was, f i n a l l y , a 
form or fashion tha t was "indubitably linked with a s t rong upper middle 
c l a s s s e c t o r of t he popu la t ion" found o n l y i n a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and 
commercial c i t i e s , and in Br i t i sh North Anerica found only in s u f f i c i e n t 
strength in Montreal. 

* * * 
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M o u n t R o y a l s t a n d s o u t i n 
s i n g u l a r s p l e n d o u r as a s o l i d chunk 
o f r o c k o v e r t h e l a r g e l y 
s e d i m e n t a r y a n d u n i f o r m l y f l a t 
S a i n t L a w r e n c e p l a i n , r i s i n g 759 
f e e t above t h e S t . Lawrence R i v e r . 
D u r i n g t h e s e v e n t e e n t h a n d 
e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s , t h e s o u t h e r n 
s l o p e of Mount Royal was a p a r t of 
M o n t r e a l ' s a g r i c u l t u r a l h i n t e r l a n d . 
L i t t l e i s known of t h e a g r i c u l t u r a l 
a c t i v i t y d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d e x c e p t 
t h a t t h e m o u n t a i n s l o p e fo rmed a 
p a r t of t he c a d a s t r a l b l o c k known 
a s " l a c ô t e S a i n t - A n t o i n e " w i t h 
a c c e s s p r o v i d e d by t h e r o a d of t h e 
same name. By t h e b e g i n n i n g of t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y some e l e m e n t s of 
c h a n g e w e r e e v i d e n t i n t h e r u r a l 
l a n d s c a p e . The s t a p l e fur t r a d e of 
t h e p r e v i o u s c e n t u r y h a d d o n e 
l i t t l e t o a d v a n c e s e t t l e m e n t o r 
income d i s t r i b u t i o n in t h e c o l o n y , 
b u t i t h a d made a h a n d f u l of men 
e x t r e m e l y r i c h a n d t h e s e f u r 
t r a d e r s b e c a m e M o n t r e a l ' s f i r s t 
r e s i d e n t m e r c h a n t e l i t e . F u r 
b a r o n s such as James McGi l l , Jo seph 
F r o b i s h e r , S i m o n M c T a v i s h a n d 
W i l l i a m M c G i l l i v r a y r e a l i z e d t h e 
s t a t u s p o t e n t i a l of l a r g e summer 
homes on t h e m o u n t a i n s l o p e . One 
by one t h e y p u r c h a s e d a farm or two 
i n " c ô t e S a i n t - A n t o i n e , " 
t r a n s f o r m i n g them i n t o e s t a t e s made 
u p o f a c o u n t r y h o u s e a n d 
o r n a m e n t a l g a r d e n s w i t h t h e 
r e m a i n d e r of t h e l o t c o n t i n u i n g as 
f a rmland , p r o b a b l y by l e a s e o r by 
h i r e . House s i t e s were i n v a r i a b l y 
c h o s e n t o t a k e f u l l a d v a n t a g e of 
t h e sweeping view of M o n t r e a l , t h e 
S t . L a w r e n c e R i v e r and t h e p l a i n 
b e y o n d . A f u n d a m e n t a l c o n d i t i o n 
f o r c r e a t i n g a p r e s t i g e 
ne ighbourhood had been acknowledged 
by t h e s e f i r s t ' u r b a n ' o w n e r s . 

By 1825, t h e f u r t r a d e r s had 
for t h e most p a r t e i t h e r d e p a r t e d 
f r o m M o n t r e a l o r d i e d a n d t h e 
b u c o l i c s c e n e t h e y l e f t b e h i n d 
w o u l d n o t r e m a i n i n t a c t m u c h 

l o n g e r . B e g i n n i n g i n 1 8 3 9 , 
M o n t r e a l ' s e x p o r t t r a d e , wi th Upper 
C a n a d i a n w h e a t i n t h e l e a d , was 
booming and would c o n t i n u e to su rge 
upwards t h r o u g h o u t t h e e a r l y 1840s . 
T h e i m p o r t i n g f i e l d , t h e r e a l 
s o u r c e of M o n t r e a l ' s w e a l t h due t o 
t h e h i g h v a l u e of t he m e r c h a n d i s e , 
g r e w r a p i d l y i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 
1 8 3 8 , no d o u b t b e c a u s e o f t h e 
p e r i o d of p r i v a t i o n d u r i n g t h e 
C a n a d i a n r e b e l l i o n s and e c o n o m i c 
d e p r e s s i o n ( F i g . 1 ) . As a l w a y s , 
i n l a n d f a r m e r s c o u l d o n l y i n d u l g e 
i n t h e wide r ange of impor ted goods 
o f f e r e d by M o n t r e a l i f s t a p l e 
e x p o r t s , on w h i c h t h e i r i n c o m e 
d e p e n d e d , w e r e i n d e m a n d . 
C o n s e q u e n t l y , t h e u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
boom i n s t a p l e p r o d u c t s i n 1 8 4 1 
g a v e r i s e t o t h e e q u a l l y a m a z i n g 
l e a p in impor t s a l e s t h e f o l l o w i n g 
y e a r . T h i s f a c t i s r e f l e c t e d i n 
M o n t r e a l ' s u rban d e v e l o p m e n t , 1842 
b e i n g t h e y e a r t h e f i r s t m a j o r 
s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n s f o r t h e M o u n t 
R o y a l p l a t e a u w e r e d r a w n up a n d 
p r e s u m a b l y t h e y e a r i m p o r t e r s 
g a i n e d e n o u g h s u r p l u s c a s h t o 
e n t e r t a i n t h e i d e a of s p e c u l a t i v e 
b u i l d i n g . The y e a r 1 8 4 3 w a s a 
s e t b a c k i n b o t h e x p o r t i n g a n d 
i m p o r t i n g , b u t i n 1844 t h e boom 
r e t u r n e d . The p a s s a g e of t he Canada 
Corn Act in 1843, g r a n t i n g Canadian 
w h e a t a l m o s t d u t y - f r e e a c c e s s t o 
t h e B r i t i s h m a r k e t , s e n t e x p o r t s t o 
new h e i g h t s , i n t u r n f o s t e r i n g 
f u r t h e r impor t s a l e s . The r e n e w e d 
h i g h impor t p r o f i t s of 1844 coup led 
w i t h t h e c o n f i d e n c e g a i n e d from the 
C a n a d a C o r n A c t a p p e a r t o h a v e 
p r o v i d e d t h e means as w e l l a s a 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l b o o s t t o i m p o r t e r s 
i n t e r e s t e d in s p e c u l a t i v e b u i l d i n g , 
a s c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e f i r s t 
t e r r a c e s o n t h e p l a t e a u w a s 
u n d e r t a k e n t h a t y e a r , a lmost a l l by 
m a j o r M o n t r e a l w h o l e s a l e r s a n d 
r e t a i l e r s . 

T h e o p e n i n g o f h o u s i n g 
c o n s t r u c t i o n n e a r Mount R o y a l was 
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o n l y a f r i n g e m a n i f e s t a t i o n of a 
t r u e b u i l d i n g boom which e v i d e n c e d 
i t s e l f t h r o u g h o u t t h e c i t y i n t h e 
e a r l y 1840s . A l t h o u g h any f o r m a l 
c e n s u s c o l l e c t i o n of h o u s i n g s t o c k 
i s l a c k i n g f o r t h e y e a r s b e t w e e n 
1831 and 1842, t h e o v e r a l l p a c e of 
c u m u l a t i v e g r o w t h was o b v i o u s l y 
s l o w , a mere 600 u n i t s or so h a v i n g 
been added d u r i n g t h a t p e r i o d ( F i g . 
2 ) . The a d d i t i o n of n e a r l y 2 , 0 0 0 
h o u s e s t o t h e n e t s t o c k w i t h i n a 
s h o r t s p a c e o f t w o y e a r s 
( 1 8 4 2 - 1 8 4 4 ) shows c l e a r l y t h a t a 
r e a l e s t a t e boom of u n p r e c e d e n t e d 
p r o p o r t i o n s o c c u r r e d , and i t i s i n 
t h i s l i g h t t h a t r a p i d s u b d i v i s i o n 
o f t h e s o u t h e r n s l o p e o f M o u n t 
Royal shou ld be v i ewed . 

In t h e s p a c e of f o u r y e a r s , a 
new g e n e r a t i o n of l andowners on t h e 
s o u t h e r n s l o p e o f M o u n t R o y a l 
s u b d i v i d e d v a s t p o r t i o n s of t h e i r 
p r o p e r t i e s , e f f e c t i v e l y p a v i n g t h e 
w a y f o r l a r g e s c a l e u r b a n 
d e v e l o p m e n t on t h e p l a t e a u . The 
f i r s t of t h e s e was John R e d p a t h , an 
e x t r e m e l y v e r s a t i l e and s u c c e s s f u l 
man in con tempora ry b u s i n e s s t e r m s . 
L o n g b e f o r e e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e 
i m p o r t a n t suga r company b e a r i n g h i s 
n a m e , h e w a s o n e o f t h e m o s t 
s u c c e s s f u l c o n t r a c t o r s i n t h e 
c o u n t r y , h a v i n g s u p e r v i s e d t h e 
b u i l d i n g o f a v a s t a r r a y o f 
M o n t r e a l m a n s i o n s , c o m m e r c i a l and 
i n s t i t u t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s d u r i n g t h e 
1 8 2 0 s and 1 8 3 0 s , i n c l u d i n g t h e 
M o n t r e a l W a t e r W o r k s , M o n t r e a l 
Gene ra l H o s p i t a l , m i l i t a r y b a r r a c k s 
on S t . H e l e n ' s I s l a n d , and N o t r e 
Dame Church. He a l s o p a r t i c i p a t e d 
i n t h e R i d e a u C a n a l a l o n g w i t h 
s e v e r a l p a r t n e r s . Having made h i s 
f o r t u n e by t h e a g e o f f o r t y , 
R e d p a t h b e g a n t o i n v e s t i n r e a l 
e s t a t e . F o r £ 1 0 , 0 0 0 R e d p a t h 
p u r c h a s e d t h e h u g e 2 3 5 - a c r e 
D e s r i v i è r e s e s t a t e from t h e o w n e r ' s 
h e i r s i n N o v e m b e r 1 8 3 6 . He 
e s t a b l i s h e d a l a r g e m a n s i o n known 
a s " T e r r a c e B a n k " much i n t h e 

manner of t h e f u r b a r o n s , h i g h up 
t h e s l o p e of t h e m o u n t a i n a t t h e 
foo t of a c l i f f . Y e t , u n l i k e t h e 
f u r b a r o n s , t h i s n e w - g e n e r a t i o n 
S c o t s m a n w a s t e d l i t t l e t i m e i n 
s e e k i n g a r e t u r n o n h i s l a n d 
i n v e s t m e n t . I n 1 8 4 2 h e o p e n e d 
Drummond S t r e e t , named a f t e r h i s 
w i f e J ane Drummond. P r e s u m a b l y a t 
t h e same t ime he e x t e n d e d rue de l a 
M o n t a g n e ( b y now r e f e r r e d t o a s 
Mounta in S t r e e t by t h e A n g l o - S a x o n 
e l e m e n t ) n o r t h of D o r c h e s t e r S t r e e t 
and e x t e n d e d S t . C a t h e r i n e a n d 
S h e r b r o o k e s t r e e t s t h r o u g h h i s 
p r o p e r t y . S i g n i f i c a n t l y , 
a n t i c i p a t i n g a s p e c i a l c l a s s o f 
c l i e n t e l e , he s u b d i v i d e d t h e l a n d 
n o t i n t o o r d i n a r y h o u s e l o t s b u t 
i n t o much l a r g e r m a n s i o n l o t s or 
" v i l l a l o t s " in V i c t o r i a n p a r l a n c e 
( F i g . 3 ) . The p r i n c i p l e a t work 
h e r e was t h e same t h a t had b r o u g h t 
Redpath to t h e moun ta in s l o p e , and 
t h e fur b a r o n s b e f o r e him - t h a t a 
panoramic view was h i g h l y d e s i r a b l e 
a n d t h e r e f o r e w o u l d a t t r a c t a 
s p e c i a l c l i e n t e l e . 

The Redpath s u b d i v i s i o n had a 
p ro found i n f l u e n c e on t h e s h a p e of 
t h i n g s to come. B o l d l y e s t a b l i s h e d 
i n r e l a t i v e i s o l a t i o n o n t h e 
p l a t e a u a r e a , i t s d e s i g n was a l s o 
v i s i o n a r y . P l a n t i n g t h e f i r m 
i m p r i n t of a g r i d p a t t e r n on t h e 
m o u n t a i n s l o p e , i t s s c a l e s e t new 
s t a n d a r d s f o r M o n t r e a l ' s u r b a n 
d e v e l o p m e n t . The s t r e e t s i m p a r t e d 
a s e n s e o f g r a n d e u r b e c a u s e o f 
t h e i r g r e a t e r w i d t h , w h i l e t he huge 
b l o c k s p r o v i d e d amp le s p a c e f o r 
l o n g s t r e e t v i s t a s , g e n e r o u s 
b a c k y a r d s and h o u s i n g s e t b a c k s . 
The e l emen t of s p a c i o u s n e s s in John 
R e d p a t h ' s p l a n i s p e r h a p s b e s t 
e x p l a i n e d by c o n c u r r e n t e v e n t s a t 
C i t y H a l l and R e d p a t h ' s invo lvement 
i n t h e m . D u r i n g 1840 a n d 1 8 4 1 , 
J o h n O s t e l l , t h e C i t y S u r v e y o r 
( b e t w e e n 1 8 4 0 a n d 1 8 4 5 ) a n d 
c o i n c i d e n t a 1 l y an a r c h i t e c t by 
p r o f e s s i o n , was b u s i l y e n g a g e d i n 
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t h e p r e p a r a t i o n of M o n t r e a l ' s f i r s t 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e c i t y p l a n . T h e 
c i t y ' s C o m m i t t e e on R o a d s a n d 
Improvements c o n t i n u a l l y d e f e r r e d 
r o a d work d u r i n g t h o s e two y e a r s 
u n l e s s a b s o l u t e l y n e c e s s a r y , as t h e 
p l a n i n p r e p a r a t i o n w a s t o 
e s t a b l i s h " a g e n e r a l s y s t e m o f 
i m p r o v e m e n t s , " d e a l i n g p r i m a r i l y 
w i t h s t r e e t w i d t h s , e x t e n s i o n s and 
p a v i n g , and t h e l a y i n g o f s e w e r 
l i n e s . 

T h e r e s u l t a n t C i t y P l a n 
a p p a r e n t l y recommended t h e a d o p t i o n 
o f a n e w s t a n d a r d o f s t r e e t 
d i m e n s i o n s , g e n e r a l l y d o u b l i n g t h e 
cus tomary b r e a d t h of 30 f e e t t o 60 
f e e t and e s t a b l i s h i n g w i d t h s of 50 
f e e t for minor s i d e s t r e e t s and 80 
f e e t for o u t s t a n d i n g a r t e r i e s . 
The new p l a n a l s o s e r v e d n o t i c e 
t h a t t h e C i t y was d e t e r m i n e d t o 
p u s h t h r o u g h l o n g s t r a i g h t 
t r a n s v e r s e a r t e r i e s u n i m p e d e d by 
t h e c o n s t a n t bends and r i g h t - a n g l e 
t u r n s s o c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 
M o n t r e a l ' s o l d e r E a s t - W e s t m a i n 
s t r e e t s ( L a g a u c h e t i è r e , S t . 
A n t o i n e , S t . P a u l , e t c . ) . T h i s 
r e s u l t e d i n t h e i n c l u s i o n o f 
S h e r b r o o k e , S t . C a t h e r i n e a n d 
D o r c h e s t e r s t r e e t s in R e d p a t h ' s and 
a l l s u b s e q u e n t s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n s . 

J o h n R e d p a t h ' s s u b d i v i s i o n 
p l a n was e a r l y e v i d e n c e o f t h e 
impact of t h e new s t r e e t s t a n d a r d s 
on p r i v a t e u rban d e v e l o p m e n t . And 
y e t R e d p a t h was more t h a n a mere 
r e c i p i e n t o f c i t y o r d i n a n c e s ; 
be tween 1840 and 1 8 4 3 , he h i m s e l f 
s e r v e d on t h e Common C o u n c i l as an 
a l d e r m a n f o r t h e downtown C e n t r e 
Ward , and m o s t s i g n i f i c a n t l y a s 
cha i rman of t h e Committee on Roads 
and I m p r o v e m e n t s . I t was p e r h a p s 
on ly n a t u r a l t h a t he shou ld p r e p a r e 
a s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n on h i s own 
p r o p e r t y , t r a n s l a t i n g t h e m i n t o 
r e a l i t y a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e . 
F i n a l l y , t h e i n t e r l i n k a g e of p e o p l e 
and e v e n t s i s made c o m p l e t e by t h e 

f a c t t h a t R e d p a t h h i r e d J o h n 
O s t e l l , t h e v e r y m a n w h o w a s 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r d r a w i n g up t h e 
m a s t e r c i t y p l a n , t o s u r v e y h i s 
p r o p e r t y a n d d e s i g n i t s 
s u b d i v i s i o n . ^ John O s t e l l , born 
i n L o n d o n , w o u l d h a v e b e e n q u i t e 
f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e u r b a n p l a n n i n g 
p r i n c i p l e s he was f o r m u l a t i n g , f o r 
t h e E n g l i s h c a p i t a l had been in t h e 
t h r o e s of e s t a t e s u b d i v i s i o n i n t o 
b road s t r e e t s , l a n e s and s q u a r e s a t 
t h e t i m e o f t h e y o u n g m a n ' s 
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p around 1830. 

As John Redpath was c r e a t i n g a 
s u b u r b a n t o w n s c a p e o f n e w 
d i m e n s i o n s , a man who had much i n 
common w i t h h i m w a s a l s o b u s y 
p e r f o r m i n g a s i m i l a r t a s k i n a 
n e a r b y e s t a t e of t he p l a t e a u a r e a . 
T h o m a s P h i l l i p s , a f o r m e r 
c o n t r a c t o r l i k e R e d p a t h , a l s o 
s e r v e d as a c i t y c o u n c i l l o r a n d 
member of t h e C o m m i t t e e on Roads 
and I m p r o v e m e n t s a l o n g s i d e h i s 
n e i g h b o u r w i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n t h a t 
d e a t h p r e m a t u r e l y c o n c l u d e d h i s 
t e r m of o f f i c e in J u n e , 1 8 4 2 . H i s 
was t h e o ld F r o b i s h e r e s t a t e and at 
h i s d e a t h he had l e f t a c o m p l e t e 
s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n of t h e p r o p e r t y 
( F i g . 4 ) . 

T h o m a s P h i l l i p s w a s 
u n q u e s t i o n a b l y t h e l a n d o w n e r w i t h 
t h e g r e a t e s t k n o w l e d g e a n d 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g i n M o n t r e a l o f 
c o n t e m p o r a r y E n g l i s h p l a n n i n g , f o r 
i n s p i t e o f t h e c o m p a r a t i v e l y 
na r row d i m e n s i o n s of h i s p r o p e r t y , 
h i s p l a n f o l l o w e d t h e t r u e s p i r i t 
of G e o r g i a n u rban p l a n n i n g s t i l l a t 
t h e h e i g h t o f f a s h i o n i n e a r l y 
V i c t o r i a n G r e a t B r i t a i n . He 
u n d e r s t o o d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 
s t i m u l a t i n g a more g r a n d i o s e manner 
i n a r c h i t e c t u r e t h r o u g h t h e 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s c r e a t e d by a b r o a d e r 
s t r e e t v i s t a . P h i l l i p s a l s o 
e s p o u s e d t h e E n g l i s h concep t of t h e 
s q u a r e , a l a r g e p l o t of g r e e n e r y 
i n t e r r u p t i n g the normal c o u r s e of a 
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s t r e e t , by l a y i n g o u t two i n h i s 
p l a n : B e a v e r H a l l S q u a r e a l o n g 
D o r c h e s t e r S t r e e t ( s i n c e 
o b l i t e r a t e d by t h e w i d e n i n g of t h e 
l a t t e r in 1955) and P h i l l i p s Square 
a l o n g S t . C a t h e r i n e S t r e e t . 
P h i l l i p s e v e n f a v o u r e d t h e 
f a s h i o n a b l e G e o r g i a n t r e n d o f 
s u b s t i t u t i n g m o r e e l e g a n t 
d e s i g n a t i o n s for t h e t e rm " s t r e e t . " 
The r o a d s he p l a n n e d w e r e n a m e d 
" B e a v e r H a l l T e r r a c e " ( s i n c e 
r e n a m e d B e a v e r H a l l H i l l ) , 
" P h i l l i p s P l a c e " and "Union Avenue" 
( i n commemorat ion of t h e 1840 Act 
of U n i o n b e t w e e n U p p e r and Lower 
C a n a d a ) . He a l s o p l anned a road a t 
t h e e d g e o f h i s p r o p e r t y i n 
c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h t h e a u t h o r i t i e s of 
M c G i l l C o l l e g e , n a m i n g i t 
U n i v e r s i t y S t r e e t . 

While t h e P h i l l i p s s u b d i v i s i o n 
was an i n t e r e s t i n g c a s e of c u l t u r a l 
t r a n s f e r t o a new l a n d , i t was t h e 
two r e m a i n i n g s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n s on 
t h e p l a t e a u a r e a t h a t e s t a b l i s h e d 
w h a t was t o b e c o m e t h e n o r m i n 
s t r e e t p l a n n i n g i n M o n t r e a l . 
Duncan F i s h e r a n d J a m e s S m i t h , 
p a r t n e r s i n t h e f i r m " F i s h e r & 
S m i t h , A d v o c a t e s " on L i t t l e S t . 
J a m e s S t r e e t , p u r c h a s e d t h e O l d 
M c T a v i s h e s t a t e f r o m i t s 
u n i n t e r e s t e d h e i r s . C a n a d i a n s by 
b i r t h , bu t of S c o t t i s h p a r e n t a g e , 
t h e y too be longed t o t h e new o r d e r 
of bus ine s smen which viewed land as 
a p r o f i t a b l e i n v e s t m e n t . T h e i r 
l a n d , l o c a t e d b e t w e e n t h e M c G i l l 
a n d R e d p a t h e s t a t e s , w a s d u l y 
s u b d i v i d e d i n 1 8 4 5 , e x t e n d i n g 
S h e r b r o o k e a n d S t . C a t h e r i n e 
S t r e e t s a n d c r e a t i n g f o u r n e w 
c r o s s - s t r e e t s l i n k i n g t h p s e t w o 
m a i n a r t e r i e s ( F i g . 5 ) . T h e 
s t r e e t s c o n f o r m e d t o t h e n e w 
b r e a d t h and o u t l i n e d h u g e b l o c k s 
c o n t a i n i n g 36 b u i l d i n g l o t s e a c h . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , t h e l o t s w e r e d e e p , 
w i t h t h e added f e a t u r e of r e a r l ane 
s e r v i c i n g for s t a b l e s ( t h e "mews" 
of E n g l i s h p l a n n i n g ) i n s t e a d of t h e 

h e r e t o f o r e s t a n d a r d c u s t o m o f 
p r o v i d i n g r e a r s t a b l e a c c e s s 
t h r o u g h a " p o r t e - c o c h è r e " i n t h e 
b u i l d i n g . Th i s was t h e f i r s t s u c h 
c o m p r e h e n s i v e p l a n in M o n t r e a l f o r 
w h a t w o u l d b e c o m e t h e s t a n d a r d 
method of s u b d i v i d i n g for v i r t u a l l y 
a w h o l e c e n t u r y . S u c h a 
s i g n i f i c a n t s u b d i v i s i o n , 
f o r t u n a t e l y , e l i c i t e d a r e m a r k a b l y 
i n f o r m a t i v e n e w s p a p e r 
a d v e r t i s e m e n t : 

FOR SALE 

VALUABLE BUILDING LOTS ON 
SHERBROOKE3 METCALFE AND 

ST. CATHERINE STREETS. 

T H E P R O P R I E T O R S o f t h a t 
PROPERTY k n o w n as " M C T A V I S H 
E S T A T E " a r e p r e p a r e d t o 
d i s p o s e o f t h a t p o r t i o n o f i t , 
o n t h e S o u t h - E a s t s i d e o f 
S h e r b r o o k e S t r e e t , T h e w h o l e 
o f t h i s p o r t i o n h a s b e e n 
d i v i d e d i n t o L o t s 72 x 150 , 60 
x I I 8 , and 60 x I 0 0 . The L o t s 
on S h e r b r o o k e S t r e e t h a v e a 
d e p t h o f 150 f e e t . 

T h e s e L O T S , s i t u a t e d on 
t h e m o s t e l e v a t e d a n d 
s a l u b r i o u s p a r t o f t h e C i t y o f 
M o n t r e a l , o f f e r t o 
C a p i t a l i s t s , r a r e 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s o f a d v a n t a g e o u s , 
a n d s u r e l y p r o f i t a b l e , 
i n v e s t m e n t ; a n d t o t h o s e 
s e e k i n g a p e r m a n e n t r e s i d e n c e , 
an a g r e e a b l e a n d h e a l t h f u l 
p l a c e o f a b o d e . H a v i n g 
d i r e c t l y b e h i n d - t h e M o u n t a i n 
o f M o n t r e a l , a n d f o r m i n g t h e 
v e r y b a c k , o f t h e g e n t l e 
d e c l i v i t y t o w a r d s t h e T o w n , 
t h e y m u s t e v e r c o m m a n d 
d e l i g h t f u l v i e w s , a n d t h e 
p u r e s t a i r . 

I t w i l l be o b s e r v e d , on 
i n s p e c t i o n o f t h e P l a n , l y i n g 
a t t h e o f f i c e o f M r . J . WELLS, 
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A r c h i t e c t , 1 7 , L i t t l e S t . 
J a m e s ' S t r e e t , t h a t e a c h o f 
t h e L o t s , has a back, 
entrance by means o f a L a n e , 
and i s s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e f o r 
t w o c o m m o d i o u s D w e l l i n g 
H o u s e s ; f o r t h e c o n v e n i e n c e , 
t h e r e f o r e , o f p u r c h a s e r s , H a l f 
L o t s may be a c q u i r e d . 

I h i s P R O P E R T Y i s 
commuted, and f o r e v e r 
exempt f r o m a l l S e i g n e u r i a l 
a n d o t h e r c h a r g e s , o f a n y 
n a t u r e , w h a t s o e v e r , a n d w i l l 
be s o l d on l i b e r a l a n d e a s y 
Ie r m s • 

T i t l e s , o f v a l i d i t y 
i n d u b i t a b l e , w i l l be g i v e n . 

A few o f t h e s e L o t s w i I I 
be e x p o s e d f o r S a l e , f r o m t i m e 
t o t i m e , a t PUBLIC AUCTION, o f 
w h i c h d i s p o s a l due n o t i c e w i l l 
b e g i v e n i n t h e C i t y 
N e w s p a p e r s . T h e f i r s t o f 
t h e s e S a l e s , w i l l t a k e p l a c e 
on some e a r l y day i n May . 

h o r f u r t h e r p a r t i c u l a r s , 
a p p l y t o 

JOHN WELLS, ARCHITECT 

4 7 , L i t t l e S t . J a m e s ' S t r e e t 4 

A d j a c e n t t o t h e P h i l l i p ' s 
s u b d i v i s i o n was t h e McGi l l e s t a t e , 
owned by t h e Royal I n s t i t u t i o n f o r 
t h e A d v a n c e m e n t o f L e a r n i n g , 
r e s p o n s i b l e f o r s e t t i n g u p a 
u n i v e r s i t y known as t h e U n i v e r s i t y 
of McGil l C o l l e g e u n d e r t h e t e r m s 
o f J a m e s M c G i l l ' s w i l l . T h e 
I n s t i t u t i o n had been caugh t up in a 
long p r o t r a c t e d l e g a l b a t t l e w i t h 
M c G i l l ' s h e i r s s t r a i n i n g t h e 
f i n a n c i a l r e s o u r c e s p r o v i d e d by h i s 
w i l l . T h e r e f u s a l o f t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t t o s u p p o r t t h e 
u n i v e r s i t y o n c e i t w a s s e t u p 
f u r t h e r p l u n g e d t h e i n s t i t u t i o n 

i n t o f i n a n c i a l d e s t i t u t i o n . I n 
1845 t h e s o u t h e r n p o r t i o n of t h e 
e s t a t e below She rb rooke S t r e e t was 
s u b d i v i d e d i n o r d e r t o r a i s e 
r e v e n u e t o pay o f f d e b t s . T h i s 
p l a n , d r a w n up by H.M. P e r r a u l t , 
John O s t e l l ' s a s s o c i a t e , was a lmost 
i d e n t i c a l t o t h e a d j a c e n t 
s u b d i v i s i o n of t h e McTavish e s t a t e 
a n d c o m p l e t e d t h e b u l k o f t h e 
s u b d i v i d i n g on t h e s o u t h e r n s l o p e 
of Mount Royal ( F i g . 6 ) . 

T h e new l a n d o w n e r s o f t h e 
1840s w e r e g e n e r a l l y b u s i n e s s m e n 
whose w e a l t h was d e r i v e d from t h e 
e c o n o m i c o p p o r t u n i t i e s a v a i l a b l e 
w i t h i n t h e c i t y . T h e s e men w e r e 
t h e new e l i t e of M o n t r e a l and l i k e 
t h e f u r t r a d e r s w i s h e d t o e n j o y 
t h e i r w e a l t h a n d d i s p l a y t h e i r 
s t a t u s t h r o u g h t h e m e d i u m o f 
p r e s t i g i o u s e s t a t e s l o c a t e d on t h e 
s l o p e of Mount R o y a l . T h e s e same 
men, however , were not i n s e n s i t i v e 
t o t h e money-mak ing o p p o r t u n i t i e s 
o f r e a l e s t a t e d e a l i n g s i n a 
r a p i d l y e x p a n d i n g l o c a l e c o n o m y . 
Hence the e s t a t e s became j u s t one 
m o r e l i n k i n t h e i r c h a i n s o f 
l u c r a t i v e i n v e s t m e n t s in t h e c i t y . 
They s u b d i v i d e d t h e i r p r o p e r t i e s , 
e a c h i m p l e m e n t i n g a c o n s c i o u s 
d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n t h a t p a r t of 
t h e e s t a t e s o u t h o f S h e r b r o o k e 
S t r e e t w h e r e t h e f l a t l a n d w a s 
d i v i d e d i n t o sma l l h o u s i n g l o t s and 
t h a t p o r t i o n on t h e s t e e p s l o p e 
n o r t h of S h e r b r o o k e s t r e e t w h e r e 
t h e land was r e t a i n e d fo r p e r s o n a l 
use or e l s e d i v i d e d i n t o huge l o t s . 
Th i s c l e a r - c u t d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n s e t 
t h e s t a g e f o r a h i g h - d e n s i t y 
r e s i d e n t i a l t o w n s c a p e o n t h e 
p l a t e a u , and a l o w - d e n s i t y m a n s i o n 
t o w n s c a p e on t h e s l o p e , t h e t w o 
b a s i c c o m p o n e n t s o f t h e f u t u r e 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d . 

I t i s n o t e w o r t h y t h a t t h e 
m o u n t a i n s i d e s u b d i v i d e r s c h o s e t h e 
q u a d r i l a t e r a l g r i d p a t t e r n o n 
l a y i n g o u t t h e i r e s t a t e s i n l o t s 
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and s t r e e t s . P a r t i c u l a r l y p o p u l a r 
i n Nor th Amer ica , t h e p r e p o n d e r a n c e 
of t h e q u a d r i l a t e r a l s t r e e t p l a n 
has been e x p l a i n e d by i t s e a s e of 
s u r v e y i n g and s t a n d a r d i z a t i o n of 
l o t s i z e and s h a p e . Both f e a t u r e s 
c o n t a i n e d c o n s i d e r a b l e a p p e a l t o 
t h e merchan t m e n t a l i t y of a r a p i d l y 
e x p a n d i n g new l a n d . But p e r h a p s 
more i m p o r t a n t was t h e d e s i r e f o r 
sys t em and o r d e r in t h e t o w n s c a p e , 
a g o a l t o w h i c h t h e g r i d p a t t e r n 
c o n t r i b u t e d s u b s t a n t i a l l y . For 
a l l t h e seeming s i m p l i c i t y of t h e 
new s u b d i v i s i o n s , t h e r e was c l e a r l y 
a h i g h e r o b j e c t i v e i n t h e 
i m a g i n a t i o n s of c o n t e m p o r a r i e s . 
The e s s e n c e of t h a t image i s b e s t 
e x p r e s s e d i n t h i s e x c e r p t f r o m 
The Gazette ; May », 1844: 

FOR SALE 
BY NORMAN BETHUNE 

BEAVER HALL PROPERTY 

A number o f V a l u a b l e B U I L D I N G 
L O T S , s i t u a t e d b e t w e e n 
La g a uc he t i é r e a n d S h e r b r o o k e 
S t r e e t s ; u p o n t h a t b e a u t i f u l 
i n c l i n e d p l a n e t o b e 
d e s i g n a t e d t h e 'NEW TOWN OF 
MONTREAL, ' and w h i c h w i l l , i n 
a l l p r o b a b i l i t y , be a r i v a l i n 
s p l e n d o u r o f t h e New Town o f 
Ed i n bu r g h• 

The e n t h u s i a s t i c c o m p a r i s o n 
was not l u d i c r o u s , for E d i n b u r g h ' s 
famous New Town p l a n of 1767 was an 
e q u a l l y s i m p l e q u a d r i l a t e r a l 
ne twork of b road s t r e e t s w i t h r e a r 
l a n e s and two s q u a r e s . M o n t r e a l ' s 
"New Town" h a r d l y o f f e r e d a n y t h i n g 
l e s s , e x c e p t t h a t i t s c o n c e p t i o n 
had no t emerged from t h e pen of one 
s o l i t a r y d e s i g n e r . N e v e r t h e l e s s , 
t h e c l o s e i n t e r 1 i n k a g e s b e t w e e n 
e s t a t e o w n e r s , a r c h i t e c t s and t h e 
C i t y S u r v e y o r p r o v i d e d t h e b a s i s 
for t h e nex t b e s t t h i n g - a n e a t l y 
m e s h e d p l a n b o r n o f t h e m u t u a l 
i n t e r e s t s of a l l t h o s e c o n c e r n e d , 

under t he g u i d e l i n e s of a new c i v i c 
m a s t e r p l a n . The f u l f i l l m e n t of 
t h e " N e w T o w n " i d e a l c o u l d 
u l t i m a t e l y o n l y be c o n s u m m a t e d by 
c a r r y i n g o u t t h e t y p e o f 
d e v e l o p m e n t c h a r a c t e r i s t i c o f 
E d i n b u r g h ' s New T o w n . T h a t 
deve lopment in t h e e a r l y n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y c o n s i s t e d o f d i g n i f i e d 
s t r e e t s c a p e s of u n i f o r m t e r r a c e s 
p u n c t u a t e d by c h u r c h e s . W h e t h e r 
t h e new m o u n t a i n s i d e s u b d i v i s i o n s 
d e s e r v e d t h e t i t l e so magnanimously 
a l l u d e d to by Norman B e t h u n e , could 
o n l y be borne out by the s t r u c t u r e s 
which would g r a c e i t s s t r e e t s and 
s q u a r e s . 

M o n t r e a l u n d e r w e n t a s h a r p 
commerc ia l c r i s i s t o w a r d s t h e end 
o f t h e d e c a d e . T h e r a p i d 
d i s m e m b e r m e n t o f t h e o l d 
m e r c a n t i l i s t s y s t e m b y G r e a t 
B r i t a i n was f e l t most a c u t e l y among 
M o n t r e a l m e r c h a n t s . The s t i f f 
c o m p e t i t i o n f r o m N e w Y o r k 
m e r c h a n t s f o r t h e i n l a n d t r a d e 
t h r o u g h t h e i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
d u t y - f r e e bonded sh ipmen t s over the 
E r i e Canal in 1845-46 a l s o had i t s 
e f f e c t on t h e c i t y ' s c o m m e r c i a l 
p o s i t i o n . B o t h f a c t o r s f r o z e 
p o p u l a t i o n g r o w t h and r e a l e s t a t e 
deve lopment for t he t ime b e i n g ( see 
F i g s . 1 , 2 ) . The e a r l y 1 8 5 0 s 
b r o u g h t on ly t he a d d i t i o n of l o c a l 
d i s a s t e r s t o f u r t h e r d e p r e s s t h e 
s i t u a t i o n . F i r e s r a v a g e d t h e c i t y 
r e p e a t e d l y d u r i n g 1850 a n d 1 8 5 2 
c u l m i n a t i n g i n t h e G r e a t F i r e of 
1852 which d e s t r o y e d 1 ,100 h o u s e s 
and t h e e n t i r e e a s t end w i t h i t . 
C h o l e r a p l a g u e s added to t h e m i s e r y 
d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d . 

The commercia l c r i s i s l i f t e d , 
however , as f r e e t r a d e b r o u g h t i t s 
b e n e f i t s t o M o n t r e a l . The d r e d g i n g 
of t h e r i v e r channe l below the c i t y 
b r o u g h t t r a n s - o c e a n i c s t e a m s h i p 
s e r v i c e to t h e p o r t f o r t h e f i r s t 
t i m e i n 1 8 5 3 , and s i m u l t a n e o u s l y 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f t h e h u g e G r a n d 
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Trunk R a i l w a y p r o j e c t c e n t r e d on 
M o n t r e a l was b e g u n . W i t h t h e s e 
i m p r o v e m e n t s i n t h e c i t y ' s 
c o m p e t i t i v e p o s i t i o n , t h e 
i m p o r t - e x p o r t t r a d e began t o c l i m b 
r a p i d l y ( s e e F i g . 1 ) . The f o r c e s 
t h a t t r a n s f o r m e d M o n t r e a l ' s 
commercia l sys tem in t h e 1850s a l s o 
found t h e i r p a r a l l e l in t h e c i t y ' s 
h o u s i n g . M o n t r e a l w i t n e s s e d bo th a 
p o p u l a t i o n a n d a h o u s i n g b o o m 
d u r i n g t h e decade on a s c a l e n e v e r 
b e f o r e e x p e r i e n c e d e x c e p t d u r i n g 
t h o s e b r i e f y e a r s o f o p t i m i s m 
be tween 1842 and 1844. D u r i n g t h e 
1 8 5 0 s , M o n t r e a l ' s p o p u l a t i o n 
s o a r e d , e f f e c t i v e l y d o u b l i n g 
be tween 1850 and 1861 . The c i t y ' s 
h o u s i n g s t o c k h a d c l i m b e d f r o m 
4 , 4 0 6 u n i t s i n 1842 t o 7 , 4 2 4 i n 
1 8 5 2 . I t w o u l d l e a p t o 1 4 , 3 1 3 
u n i t s by 1861 , and t h i s f i g u r e d i d 
n o t t a k e i n t o a c c o u n t t h e 
s u b s t a n t i a l s u b u r b a n g r o w t h 
o c c u r r i n g o u t s i d e t h e c i t y l i m i t s 
( s e e F i g . 2 ) . 

M o n t r e a l i n t h e 1 8 5 0 s w a s 
q u i t e c l e a r l y i n t h e t h r o e s of a 
r e a l e s t a t e development boom. The 
u rban d i s a s t e r s of f i r e and p l a g u e 
p r o b a b l y h e i g h t e n e d t h e boom g i v e n 
t h e new i n f l u x of p o p u l a t i o n and 
t h e s h o r t a g e of h o u s i n g . The mos t 
i n t e r e s t i n g o b s e r v a t i o n t o be made, 
h o w e v e r , i s t h e f a c t t h a t O l d 
M o n t r e a l i n 1 8 5 0 w a s s t i l l t h e 
f o c a l p o i n t f o r t h e h o m e s o f 
w e a l t h y M o n t r e a l e r s . T h e 
m e r c h a n t s ' homes w e r e t o be found 
i n t h e w e s t e r n p o r t i o n of t h e o l d 
c i t y , a l o n g G r e a t S a i n t J a m e s , 
Notre-Dame and S t . F r a n c o i s - X a v i e r 
s t r e e t s . T h e s e a r e n o t t o b e 
c o n s t r u e d a s m e r e l y b u s i n e s s 
a d d r e s s e s a s t h e 1850 d i r e c t o r y 
c l e a r l y i n d i c a t e s t h a t t h e y w e r e 
i n d e e d d o m i c i l e s . The s i m p l e f a c t 
t h a t t h i s a r e a w o u l d w i t n e s s a 
m a s s i v e exodus of r e s i d e n t s t o t h e 
"New Town" by 1860, b r i n g s t o l i g h t 
t h e most i m p o r t a n t c a t a l y s t i n t h e 
s u b u r b a n m i g r a t i o n . F i r e s a n d 

d i s e a s e h a d p r o v i d e d t h e 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l p u s h f o r a s u b u r b a n 
movement amongst t h e r i c h , but 
t h e need for c o m m e r c i a l e x p a n s i o n 
w o u l d f u r n i s h t h e u l t i m a t e 
r a t i o n a l e f o r t h e r e s i d e n t i a l 
e v a c u a t i o n of the c e n t r a l a r e a . 

D u r i n g t h e l a t e 1 8 5 0 s a n d 
1 8 6 0 s , G r e a t S t . J a m e s a n d 
N o t r e - D a m e s t r e e t s w e r e t o b e 
v i r t u a l l y t r a n s f o r m e d i n t o t h e 
commerc ia l co re of M o n t r e a l . S ince 
t h e 1 8 2 0 s , b u i l d i n g s i n t e n d e d 
s o l e l y for commercia l p u r p o s e s had 
s p r e a d o u t from t h e t r a d i t i o n a l 
w a t e r f r o n t / r u e S t . Pau l l o c a t i o n to 
i n f i l t r a t e t h e m i x e d 
r e s i d e n t i a 1 - i n s t i t u t i o n a 1 z o n e 
a l o n g t h o s e two s t r e e t s . T h e 
commerc ia l boom which b e g a n d u r i n g 
t h e 1850s s t i m u l a t e d the e x p a n s i o n 
and m u l t i p l i c a t i o n of b u s i n e s s e s 
w h i l e f u r n i s h i n g M o n t r e a l me rchan t s 
w i th t h e n e c e s s a r y w e a l t h t o t a k e 
up r e s i d e n c e i n t h e s u b u r b s . As 
l a r g e p r e s t i g i o u s c o m m e r c i a l 
b u i l d i n g s s u p e r s e d e d t h e s m a l l 
h o u s e - o v e r - s h o p c o m b i n a t i o n , an 
ou tward e x t e n s i o n of t he commercia l 
d i s t r i c t t ook p l a c e , s w a l l o w i n g up 
o l d h o u s e s a n d c h u r c h e s . T h e 
r e s u l t was t h a t N o t r e - D a m e S t r e e t 
d u r i n g the 1860s became a c o r r i d o r 
of t a l l a r c a d e d f açades h o u s i n g the 
b e s t o f t h e c i t y ' s r e t a i l a n d 
w h o l e s a l e f i r m s . S i m i l a r 
t r a n s f o r m a t i o n s a l t e r e d t h e s i d e 
s t r e e t s a s w e l l , e f f e c t i v e l y 
p r o d u c i n g a l a r g e e x c l u s i v e l y 
commerc ia l "downtown" by t h e 1870s 
where t h e r e had b e e n a m i x t u r e of 
a l l p o s s i b l e u rban l a n d - u s e s on ly a 
few d e c a d e s b e f o r e . As s u c h , t h e 
1860s must be marked in t h e a n n a l s 
of M o n t r e a l ' s d e v e l o p m e n t a s a 
decade of p rofound t r a n s f o r m a t i o n . 
Up t o 1850 i t c o u l d be s a i d t h e r e 
was an " o l d " M o n t r e a l . A f t e r 1850 a 
"new" M o n t r e a l emerged, m i r r o r e d in 
t h e dawn o f a c e n t r a l b u s i n e s s 
d i s t r i c t a n d a n e w 
u p p e r - m i d d l e - c l a s s s u b u r b , the "New 
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Town." 

The f a c t o r which p r o v e d t o be 
o n e o f t h e b e s t e n t i c e m e n t s , 
j u d g i n g by t h e f r e q u e n t m e n t i o n i n 
r e a l - e s t a t e a d v e r t i s e m e n t s , for t h e 
h i g h e r - i n c o m e r e s i d e n t s of t he c i t y 
t o move out of t h e c e n t r a l a r e a was 
w a t e r s e r v i c i n g , a r e m a r k a b l e 
l u x u r y i n 1 8 5 0 s M o n t r e a l . The 
m u n i c i p a l gove rnmen t , h o r r i f i e d by 
t h e unchecked d e v a s t a t i o n w r o u g h t 
upon t h e c i t y by t h e f i r e s of 1850 
and 1852 and d i s m a y e d by t h e e a s e 
w i t h w h i c h d i s e a s e w a s a b l e t o 
s p r e a d t h r o u g h t h e p o l l u t e d u r b a n 
d r i n k i n g w a t e r , l aunched t h e g r e a t 
c i v i c p r o j e c t k n o w n a s t h e 
"Mon t r ea l A q u e d u c t " i n 1 8 5 2 . The 
c o s t and s c a l e o f t h e M o n t r e a l 
Aqueduct p r o j e c t were e n o r m o u s f o r 
a M u n i c i p a l G o v e r n m e n t of t w e n t y 
y e a r s ' e x i s t e n c e w h o s e v e n t u r e s 
i n t o t h e r e a l m o f m u n i c i p a l 
s e r v i c e s w e r e s t i l l i n t h e 
embryonic s t a g e . But i t s e f f e c t on 
e x p a n s i o n of t h e c i t y towards Mount 
Royal was p rofound i f not d e c i s i v e . 
The l o c a t i o n of t h e r e s e r v o i r h i g h 
u p t h e s l o p e o f M o u n t R o y a l 
s u d d e n l y g a v e t h e e n t i r e 
m o u n t a i n s i d e up t o t h e l e v e l of t h e 
r e s e r v o i r t h e p o t e n t i a l of w a t e r 
s e r v i c i n g . As soon as c o n s t r u c t i o n 
on t h e a q u e d u c t w a s a s s u r e d i n 
1853 , h o u s e - b u i l d i n g a c t i v i t y began 
t o s u r g e f o r w a r d o n t h e 
m o u n t a i n s i d e a f t e r t h e e i g h t y e a r 
slump s i n c e t h e s u b d i v i s i o n of a l l 
t h e m o u n t a i n s i d e e s t a t e s . By 1856, 
when t h e f i r s t w a t e r w a s p u m p e d 
i n t o t h e r e s e r v o i r , h o u s i n g 
c o n s t r u c t i o n was l i t e r a l l y booming. 
House b u i l d e r s c o u l d o f f e r t h e 
c o n v e n i e n c e o f f l u s h - a c t i v a t e d 
w a t e r c l o s e t s a s a s t a n d a r d 
f e a t u r e , o n c e t h e l a y i n g of p i p e 
and sewer l i n e s was c o m p l e t e d . The 
y e a r s 1853-54 marked t h e b e g i n n i n g 
o f a h o u s i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n boom 
which would r e s u l t in t h e c r e a t i o n 
o f a u n i q u e t o w n s c a p e o n t h e 
s o u t h e r n s l o p e of Mount Roya l . 

The s t e e p e r p o r t i o n o f t h e 
m o u n t a i n s i d e e s t a t e s a b o v e 
S h e r b r o o k e S t r e e t a t t r a c t e d 
i n d i v i d u a l s who c o u l d a f f o r d t h e 
h i g h c o s t of l a n d - t h e o b v i o u s 
r e s u l t of t h e h i g h d e s i r a b i l i t y of 
t h e l o c a t i o n - and o c c u p y l a r g e 
l o t s t h e m s e l v e s . L a n d on t h e 
f l a t t e r p l a t e a u a r e a s o u t h o f 
S h e r b r o o k e S t r e e t w a s a l s o 
e x p e n s i v e b u t a t t r a c t e d i n s t e a d 
s p e c u l a t o r s who c o u l d p a y t h e 
h i g h p r i c e and make a p r o f i t by 
b u i l d i n g h i g h - d e n s i t y p r e s t i g e 
d w e l l i n g s . The a c c e p t e d formula in 
t h e 1850s for t h e t y p e of h o u s i n g 
c o n t e m p l a t e d w a s t h e t e r r a c e . 
Al though the t e r r a c e was r e l a t i v e l y 
new t o t h e M o n t r e a l u r b a n s c e n e , 
h a v i n g f i r s t made i t s a p p e a r a n c e in 
t h e 1840s a l o n g m a j o r a r t e r i e s i n 
t h e o l d e r s u b u r b s , S t . A n t o i n e , de 
B l e u r y , and S t . Denis s t r e e t s , t h e 
i d e a was o v e r a c e n t u r y o l d i n 
B r i t i s h u rban p l a n n i n g and by t h e 
1850s was j u s t b e g i n n i n g t o w a n e . 
The t e r r a c e , q u i t e s i m p l y , was t h e 
u n i t i n g of a h o m o g e n e o u s g r o u p of 
a t t a c h e d h o u s e s b e h i n d a s i n g l e 
m o n u m e n t a l f a ç a d e . I t w a s a 
c o n c e p t i o n o f h i g h t a s t e a n d 
b e c a u s e of i t s g r a n d d e s i g n was 
v i e w e d as a d i s t i n c t i m p r o v e m e n t 
o v e r t h e p r e v a i l i n g 
i n d i v i d u a l l y - c o n c e i v e d a t t a c h e d 
h o u s e s o f t h e u r b a n w e a l t h y . 
M o n t r e a l ' s e a r l y t e r r a c e s , however , 
w e r e a c t u a l l y l i t t l e m o r e t h a n 
u n i f o r m l y d e s i g n e d r o w h o u s e s 
d i g n i f i e d w i t h a n a m e , s u c h a s 
" T e c u m s e h T e r r a c e , " " S t . A n t o i n e 
P l a c e " or "Cornwal l T e r r a c e . " 

B r i t i s h "New Town" development 
a n d u p p e r - c l a s s s u b u r b a n 
deve lopment in g e n e r a l had o c c u r e d 
a lmos t e x c l u s i v e l y i n t h e form of 
e l e g a n t t e r r a c e s a n d m a n s i o n s 
g r a c i n g b r o a d s t r e e t s c a p e s , 
t a n g e n t i a l c r e s c e n t s and t e r m i n a l 
v i s t a s . Such was t h e d e v e l o p m e n t 
of E d i n b u r g h ' s New Town, as i t was 
of new s u b u r b a n a r e a s i n G l a s g o w , 
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L i v e r p o o l o r L o n d o n . T h e 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l p r o f e s s i o n h a d grown 
c o n s i d e r a b l y in M o n t r e a l d u r i n g t h e 
1840s w i th t h e a r r i v a l of t r a i n e d 
young men f rom t h e B r i t i s h I s l e s 
(George Browne, G e o r g e D i c k i n s o n , 
Wi l l i am F o o t n e r , J a m e s M c F a r l a n e , 
J o h n O s t e l l , J a m e s S p r i n g l e a n d 
J o h n W e l l s ) . T h e s e men f i l l e d a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l v o i d i n t h e c o l o n i a l 
c i t y a n d b r o u g h t t o a n e w l y 
a f f l u e n t m e r c h a n t p o p u l a t i o n t h e 
e x p e r t i s e w i t h w h i c h w e a l t h m i g h t 
b e t r a n s l a t e d i n t o p h y s i c a l 
e x p r e s s i o n s of B r i t i s h m i d d l e - c l a s s 
v a l u e s . The q u e s t i o n of whe the r or 
no t t h e a r e a on t h e s o u t h e r n s l o p e 
of Mount Royal would l i v e up t o t h e 
l a b e l of "New Town" a s c r i b e d d u r i n g 
t h e 1840s d e p e n d e d t h e r e f o r e on 
what t y p e of development g r a c e d i t s 
s t r e e t s . 

Of four t e r r a c e s u n d e r t a k e n in 
1 8 5 5 , o n e i s n o t e w o r t h y . 
R e p r e s e n t i n g t h e f i r s t t a n g i b l e 
e v i d e n c e of t h e l o t s a l e s by McGil l 
C o l l e g e , " W e l l i n g t o n T e r r a c e " 
( 1 8 5 5 - 5 6 ) was e r e c t e d a l o n g t h e 
e n t i r e b l o c k face of t h e sou th s i d e 
o f S t . C a t h e r i n e S t r e e t b e t w e e n 
McGil l C o l l e g e Avenue and M a n s f i e l d 
S t r e e t . F o r a c i t y t h a t h a d 
h e r e t o f o r e o n l y k n o w n a v e r y 
" p r o v i n c i a l " v e r s i o n of t h e E n g l i s h 
t e r r a c e , t h i s new b u i l d i n g c l e a r l y 
e s t a b l i s h e d a w h o l e new s t a n d a r d . 
" W e l l i n g t o n T e r r a c e " w a s t h e 
c o n c e p t i o n o f G e o r g e B r o w n e , 
p r o b a b l y C a n a d a ' s g r e a t e s t 
a r c h i t e c t a t t h e t i m e . Born i n t o 
an a r c h i t e c t u r a l f ami ly in B e l f a s t , 
B r o w n e w a s t r a i n e d f o r t h e 
p r o f e s s i o n i n t h a t t e r r a c e - r i c h 
c i t y . E m i g r a t i n g t o C a n a d a i n 
1 8 3 1 , he d i s t i n g u i s h e d h i m s e l f 
e a r l y by f o u n d i n g t h e f i r s t known 
s c h o o l o f a r c h i t e c t u r e i n t h e 
c o u n t r y in Quebec C i t y . A p p o i n t e d 
G o v e r n m e n t A r c h i t e c t i n 1 8 4 1 , 
Browne p roceeded t o endow K i n g s t o n 
w i t h t h e most s o p h i s t i c a t e d p u b l i c 
and commercia l b u i l d i n g s t h e n a t i o n 

had eve r s e e n , when t h a t c i t y was 
s e l e c t e d as c a p i t a l for t h e u n i t e d 
p r o v i n c e s . He m o v e d w i t h t h e 
G o v e r n m e n t t o M o n t r e a l i n 1 8 4 3 
w h e r e h e r e m a i n e d t o w o r k i n 
p r i v a t e p r a c t i c e . 

F i n a l l y in 1855, George Browne 
made t h e b o l d move of i n v o l v i n g 
h i m s e l f i n t h e h o u s i n g boom, n o t 
s i m p l y as an a r c h i t e c t , b u t as a 
s p e c u l a t i v e b u i l d e r h i m s e l f . He 
p u r c h a s e d l a n d a n d t o o k t h e 
f i n a n c i a l r i s k . What he c o n c e i v e d 
was e x t r a o r d i n a r y f o r a c i t y u s e d 
t o s q u a t g a b l e - r o o f e d h o u s e s . 
" W e l l i n g t o n T e r r a c e " w a s a 
m a g n i f i c e n t t w o - s t o r e y s t o n e 
s t r u c t u r e e x e c u t e d i n a v e r y 
r e f i n e d C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l m a n n e r . 
In f a c t h i s s t y l e had e v o l v e d i n t o 
t h e more e x u b e r a n t Baroque R e v i v a l 
mode of t h e 1 8 5 0 s , a l s o known as 
" L o u i s X I V . " H i s b u i l d i n g 
i n t r o d u c e d many new f e a t u r e s t o 
m i d d l e - c l a s s h o u s i n g i n M o n t r e a l . 
Among t h e s e w e r e t h e l a r g e s t o n e 
p o r t i c o s o v e r e a c h d o o r w a y , a 
d i g n i f i e d c o r n i c e and window t r i m , 
w i t h t h e w h o l e t o p p e d by a f l a t 
r o o f s u r m o u n t e d b y s t a t u a r y . 
E x c e p t f o r i t s m o d e s t h e i g h t , i t 
was t h e e q u a l of a n y t h i n g a v a i l a b l e 
i n t h e u p p e r c l a s s d i s t r i c t s o f 
L o n d o n ' s west end. 

The f i n a n c i a l p a n i c of 1 8 5 7 , 
b e i n g s h o r t in d u r a t i o n , seems n o t 
t o h a v e h a d a n y d a m a g i n g 
p s y c h o l o g i c a l impact on s p e c u l a t i v e 
b u i l d e r s . In f a c t i t had q u i t e t h e 
r e v e r s e e f f e c t as 1 8 5 8 - 5 9 was t h e 
f i r s t o f t w o p e a k s i n t e r r a c e 
b u i l d i n g . S t . C a t h e r i n e S t r e e t was 
r a p i d l y b e i n g b u i l t up as a t e r r a c e 
c o r r i d o r , b u t now M c G i l l C o l l e g e 
Avenue was s i m i l a r l y e s t a b l i s h i n g 
i t s e l f . I t was q u i t e n a t u r a l f o r 
t h e s e two a r t e r i e s t o become t h e 
f o c a l p o i n t s of t e r r a c e e x p a n s i o n 
for t h e y were t h e f i r s t two s t r e e t s 
t o be s e r v i c e d wi th w a t e r from t h e 
new r e s e r v o i r . T e r r a c e d e v e l o p e r s 



54 

w e r e t a k i n g up t h e c h a l l e n g e p u t 
f o r t h by George B r o w n e , as a l m o s t 
a l l a d o p t e d t h e f l a t - r o o f 
c o n f i g u r a t i o n w i t h e l a b o r a t e 
c o r n i c e d e c o r a t i o n . M o r e o v e r , 
t e r r a c e s were now b e i n g b u i l t t o a 
h e i g h t o f t h r e e f u l l s t o r e y s 
e x c l u s i v e of t h e b a s e m e n t , i n s t e a d 
of two. In s t y l e , t h e t e r r a c e s had 
f i n a l l y c a s t off t h e dour C l a s s i c a l 
R e v i v a l mode w h i c h h a d h e l d sway 
o v e r M o n t r e a l a t l e a s t s i n c e t h e 
1 8 3 0 s . I n s t e a d t h e n e w e r 
I t a l i a n a t e f o r m w a s a d o p t e d a s 
a r c h i t e c t u r a l d e c o r a t i o n b e c a m e 
h i g h l i g h t e d w i t h b r a c k e t i n g a n d 
s e g m e n t a l a r c h w i n d o w s . " M o u n t 
R o y a l T e r r a c e " ( 1 8 5 8 - 5 9 ) was t h e 
l e a d i n g c o n f e c t i o n of t h e day and 
i t s c o n s t a n t l y r e c e d i n g a n d 
p r o j e c t i n g t w e l v e u n i t mass s i t t i n g 
h a u g h t i l y above a r a i s e d b a s e m e n t 
p r o d u c e d a f o r m i d a b l e l o o k i n g 
s t r e e t s c a p e a l o n g M c G i l l C o l l e g e 
Avenue. 

A new p h e n o m e n o n i n m i d d l e 
c l a s s h o u s i n g was becoming e v i d e n t 
b y 1 8 5 8 . T h a t y e a r s a w t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a m y r i a d o f 
e x t r e m e l y e l e g a n t s e m i - d e t a c h e d 
h o u s e s w i t h such p e d a n t i c names as 
" S o u t h w e l l P l a c e , " " G r e e n f i e l d 
P l a c e , " or " L e i c e s t e r P l a c e . " The 
h o u s e s w e r e n o t u n l i k e a p a i r of 
t e r r a c e u n i t s d e t a c h e d f r o m t h e 
m a i n b o d y a n d p l a c e d a m i d s t a 
g e n e r o u s l a w n . T h e i d e a o f 
s e m i - d e t a c h e d h o u s i n g h a d b e e n 
c o n c e i v e d i n t h e G e o r g i a n e r a . 
L i k e t h e t e r r a c e , i t w a s m e r e l y 
t a k e n o v e r a n d e x p a n d e d i n t h e 
e a r l y V i c t o r i a n p e r i o d , by becoming 
a f a s h i o n a b l e s o r t of r e s i d e n c e for 
u p p e r - c l a s s a s p i r a n t s . C u r i o u s l y 
however , t h e s e m i - d e t a c h e d house in 
M o n t r e a l e n j o y e d o n l y a b r i e f and 
i n t e r m i t t e n t v o g u . e , u n l i k e t h e 
younger T o r o n t o w h i c h f o r s o o k t h e 
t e r r a c e v e r y e a r l y f o r a 
w h o l e h e a r t e d s u b s c r i p t i o n t o t h e 
s e m i - d e t a c h e d h o u s e . 

T h e new d e c a d e b r o u g h t a t 
f i r s t a r e m a r k a b l e v i t a l i t y t o 
h o u s i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n i n t h e "New 
Town." The v i s i t by t he P r i n c e of 
W a l e s t o M o n t r e a l i n 1 8 6 0 
r e - c e m e n t e d t h e p s y c h o l o g i c a l b r e a k 
t h a t h a d o c c u r r e d w i t h G r e a t 
B r i t a i n i n t h e 1 8 4 0 s . The warm 
f e e l i n g s f o r t h e I m p e r i a l 
c o n n e c t i o n r e a c h e d a new p e a k 
amongst t h e Anglo-Saxon e l e m e n t of 
t h e p o p u l a t i o n , and t h o s e f e e l i n g s 
w e r e e f f e c t i v e l y m i r r o r e d i n t h e 
a p p e a r a n c e of the " P r i n c e of Wales 
T e r r a c e " i n 1 8 6 0 . C l o s e r t o t h e 
E n g l i s h mode l t h a n e v e r b e f o r e , 
t h i s t e r r a c e was t o be t h e m o s t 
p a l a t i a l ever e r e c t e d in M o n t r e a l . 
S e t a t t h e h e a d o f a b l o c k o n 
S h e r b r o o k e S t r e e t , i t f o r e t o l d 
g r e a t t h i n g s f o r t h e l a r g e l y 
u n d e v e l o p e d a r t e r y . " P r i n c e o f 
W a l e s T e r r a c e " was t h e w o r k o f 
G e o r g e B r o w n e . The m a s t e r f u l 
C l a s s i c a l R e v i v a l e d i f i c e t o u c h e d 
w i t h t h e e x u b e r a n c e o f t h e 
c o n t e m p o r a r y B a r o q u e R e v i v a l was 
t h e m a r k o f h i s s t y l e . H a r d l y 
s t o p p i n g t h e r e , h e a d d e d t h e 
e q u a l l y m a g n i f i c e n t " H o l y r o o d 
P l a c e " ( 1 8 6 1 ) t o t h e a l r e a d y 
d i s t i n g u i s h e d s t r e e t s c a p e on McGill 
C o l l e g e Avenue. Another b e a u t i f u l 
" L o u i s X I V " c o n f e c t i o n , t h e 
s w e e p i n g f o u r t e e n - u n i t t e r r a c e 
looked d i r e c t l y a c r o s s t h e s t r e e t 
a t t h e s l i g h t l y e a r l i e r " M o u n t 
Royal T e r r a c e . " 

The c o n s t r u c t i o n of 1 8 6 0 - 6 1 
m a r k e d t h e a p e x o f t e r r a c e 
deve lopment and d e s i g n in M o n t r e a l , 
bu t i t h a r d l y marked the e n d . The 
s e c o n d boom of t e r r a c e b u i l d i n g 
came in 1863. Grea t T e r r a c e s l i n e d 
n e a r l y a l l s t r e e t f aces of t h e o l d 
McGil l and M c T a v i s h e s t a t e s . The 
1854 b y l a w p r o h i b i t i n g f u r t h e r 
b u r i a l s in t h e huge Roman C a t h o l i c 
c e m e t e r y on t h e p l a t e a u b r o u g h t 
t e r r a c e s s w e e p i n g a r o u n d i t s 
p e r i m e t e r i n 1 8 6 3 , o n c e t h e 
t r a n s f e r o f g r a v e s t o t h e n e w 



McGill College Avenue looking north from St. Catherine Street at "Mount Royal Terrace," built in 1858-59, 
and "St. Sophie Place," built in 1858. Photo: Walker, C.1865. (Source: McCord Museum, Montreal) 



"Prince of Whales Terrace" at the corner of Sherbrooke and McTavish streets as it appeared c.1865. 
(Source: McCord Museum, Montreal) 



"Princess Royal Terrace" on Upper University Street built in 1862-63; from a Kilburn photo, c.1865. 
( S o u r c e : A r c h i v e s o f O n t a r i o ) 
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m o u n t a i n - t o p w a s a s s u r e d . The 
o p e n i n g o f n e w s t r e e t s a b o v e 
S h e r b r o o k e ( U p p e r U n i v e r s i t y and 
McTavish s t r e e t s ) a t t r a c t e d t e r r a c e 
b u i l d e r s t o t h e i r s t e e p l y r i s i n g 
g r a d i e n t s . One s u c h t e r r a c e , 
" P r i n c e s s Royal T e r r a c e " ( 1 8 6 2 - 6 3 ) , 
s i t u a t e d i n t h e u p p e r r e a c h e s of 
U n i v e r s i t y S t r e e t a l s o made e v i d e n t 
a new t r e n d in h o u s i n g t a s t e s which 
would u l t i m a t e l y c l o s e t h e l e n g t h y 
c h a p t e r of t h e t e r r a c e . T h i s new 
t e r r a c e s t y l e p u r p o s e f u l l y s t r e s s e d 
t h e i n d i v i d u a l i t y of e a c h u n i t of 
h o u s i n g . I n s t e a d o f a u n i f i e d 
f a ç a d e , h e r e was a c o l l e c t i o n of 
i n d i v i d u a l u n i t s , e a c h w i t h a 
p r o j e c t i n g bay window a b o v e t h e 
p o r t i c o , a m i n i a t u r e p e a k e d g a b l e 
over t h e a t t i c window b r e a k i n g t h e 
c o r n i c e , and an o c t a g o n a l c u p o l a 
a s t r i d e t h e r i d g e p o l e . I t was a 
d e l i g h t f u l and d i s t i n c t i v e p i e c e of 
work in t h e I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e t h e n 
i n vogue in M o n t r e a l . 

W h i l e t e r r a c e s w e r e b u s i l y 
c a r a v i n g out a new towns c a p e b e l o w 
M o u n t R o y a l , a n o t h e r t y p e o f 
h o u s i n g g r a d u a l l y m a d e i t s 
i m p r e s s i o n f e l t i n t h e a r e a . 
M a n s i o n s h a d t r a d i t i o n a l l y b e e n 
l o c a t e d f a r up t h e mounta in towards 
Cote des N e i g e s Road . Under J o h n 
R e d p a t h ' s i m p e t u s , a l i n e o f 
mans ions had formed a l o n g Drummond 
and Mounta in s t r e e t s on t h e p l a t e a u 
a r e a i n t h e 1 8 4 0 s . Mo n e w 
d e v e l o p m e n t o c c u r r e d u n t i l 1 8 5 4 
w h e n t h e l a r g e h o u s e s b e g a n 
a p p e a r i n g o n c e a g a i n i n t h e "New 
Town" c o i n c i d e n t w i t h t h e s t a r t of 
t h e t e r r a c e boom. The 1850s and 
1860s marked t h e peak of p o p u l a r i t y 
w i t h t h e I t a l i a n a t e o r " B r a c k e t e d 
S t y l e " i n a r c h i t e c t u r a l f a s h i o n . 
P o p u l a r e s p e c i a l l y w i t h t h e 
m e r c h a n t c l a s s i n G r e a t B r i t a i n , 
l o f t y s t o n e v i l l a s w e r e s p r i n g i n g 
up in V i c t o r i a n n e i g h b o u r h o o d s from 
B r i s t o l t o Glasgow. In t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s , t h e s t y l e h a d f i r e d t h e 
i m a g i n a t i o n e v e n m o r e a s l a r g e 

Cubic I t a l i a n a t e h o u s e s , or "Tuscan 
v i l l a s , " s w e p t a c r o s s b o t h t h e 
u r b a n and r u r a l l a n d s c a p e s i n t h e 
n o r t h e r n s t a t e s d u r i n g t h e 
p r o s p e r o u s C i v i l W a r e r a . 
M o n t r e a l ' s a r c h i t e c t s were e q u a l l y 
c o n v e r s a n t w i t h t h e s t y l e a n d 
d o t t e d t h e "New Town" w i t h l a r g e 
l u x u r i o u s mans ions of l i m e s t o n e . 

M a n s i o n c o n s t r u c t i o n b e g a n 
a lmos t eve rywhere in t h e "New Town" 
a t o n c e . New houses f i l l e d i n t h e 
r e m a i n i n g gene rous mans ion l o t s on 
Mounta in and Drummond s t r e e t s which 
d e v e l o p e d i n t o e x t r e m e l y g r a c e f u l 
a r t e r i e s , g i v e n the ample s e t b a c k s 
p r o v i d e d f o r e a c h h o u s e a n d t h e 
e n t h u s i a s t i c t r e e p l a n t i n g 
f o r t u i t o u s l y u n d e r t a k e n i n t h e 
1840s , a p p a r e n t l y by J o h n R e d p a t h 
h i m s e l f . Of t h e m e r c h a n t s who came 
t o i n h a b i t t h i s p a r t of t h e "New 
T o w n " m a n y w e r e t o b e c o m e 
i n f l u e n t i a l n a m e s i n C a n a d i a n 
b u s i n e s s . The i n h a b i t a n t s i n c l u d e d 
A l e x a n d e r G a i t , G e o r g e S t e p h e n , 
John O g i l v i e , and s e v e r a l o t h e r s . 
T h e t r u e d i r e c t i o n o f m a n s i o n 
b u i l d i n g was e s t a b l i s h e d w h e n a 
wave of s t o n e " v i l l a " b u i l d i n g 
swept up t h e s t e e p e r s l o p e of Mount 
R o y a l t o c a p i t a l i z e on t h e v i e w . 
V i r t u a l l y a l l t h e p l a n n e d s t r e e t s 
l e a d i n g up the mounta in s l o p e w e r e 
o p e n e d i n t h e 1850s a n d m a n s i o n 
l o t s s a l e s were made a t a c o n s t a n t 
and r a p i d r a t e . U n i v e r s i t y S t r e e t 
was b u i l t up a l m o s t e n t i r e l y w i t h 
mans ions and t e r r a c e s in t h e e a r l y 
1860s . McTavish and P e e l s t r e e t s 
u p t h e s l o p e saw some i n i t i a l 
mans ion b u i l d i n g at t h i s t ime a l s o . 
As m a n s i o n s d o t t e d t h e h i l l s i d e , 
S h e r b r o o k e S t r e e t a t i t s b a s e 
g r a d u a l l y emerged as an i m p r e s s i v e 
a r t e r y l i n e d w i t h l a r g e m a n s i o n s 
a l o n g t h e n o r t h s i d e w h i c h w e r e 
u s u a l l y s e t w e l l b a c k f r o m t h e 
s t r e e t . 

C h u r c h d e v e l o p m e n t was t h e 
f i n a l l a r g e - s c a l e f a c t o r i n t h e 



"Th.ornh.ill>" home of Henry Lyman built in 1859-60 on McTavish Street and beside it on Peel Street "Th.7 
Elms" erected for Alfred Savage in 1860. Th,e photo was taken c. 187 5. (Source: McCord Museum Montreal. 

http://Th.ornh.ill
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e m e r g e n c e of a m a t u r e t o w n s c a p e 
below Mount Roya l . The U n i t a r i a n s , 
C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s , and C h u r c h of 
S c o t l a n d P r e s b y t e r i a n s had been the 
f i r s t s e c t s t o e x p r e s s c o n f i d e n c e 
i n t h e s h i f t of u r b a n d e v e l o p m e n t 
towards Mount R o y a l by r e l o c a t i n g 
t h e i r c h u r c h e s t o t h e B e a v e r H a l l 
T e r r a c e v i c i n i t y by 1850. When the 
o l d N e o - C l a s s i c a l s t y l e A n g l i c a n 
c a t h e d r a l was burned t o t h e g r o u n d 
on Notre-Dame S t r e e t in 1856, a new 
s i t e and s t y l e were c h o s e n f o r t h e 
r e b u i l t c h u r c h . C h r i s t C h u r c h 
C a t h e d r a l r o s e amids t new t e r r a c e s 
be tween 1857 and 1860 i n t h e mos t 
s p l e n d i d G o t h i c R e v i v a l s t y l e 
M o n t r e a l w o u l d e v e r w i t n e s s . 
F o l l o w i n g c l o s e l y t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
deve lopmen t s in Grea t B r i t a i n , t h i s 
e d i f i c e w a s i n t h e v a n g u a r d o f 
c o n t e m p o r a r y t a s t e a n d c a s t an 
u n d e n i a b l e V i c t o r i a n s t a m p on t h e 
"New Town." M o r e o v e r , t h e c h o i c e 
of a "New Town" l o c a t i o n f o r t h e 
c a t h e d r a l a s e a r l y as 1857 was a 
c o n f i d e n t s t a t e m e n t o n t h e 
m i g r a t i o n o f i t s a f f l u e n t 
p a r i s h i o n e r s . 

The 1860s w e r e a boom p e r i o d 
f o r c h u r c h b u i l d i n g i n M o n t r e a l , 
and t h e b u l k of t h a t g r o w t h w a s 
c h a n n e l l e d d i r e c t l y t o t h e "New 
Town." Most ly spaced out a long S t . 
C a t h e r i n e and D o r c h e s t e r s t r e e t s , 
n i n e new c h u r c h e s w e r e b u i l t i n 
1869, v i r t u a l l y a l l i n t h e G o t h i c 
s t y l e . B e s i d e s two new c h u r c h e s 
added t o t h e B e a v e r H a l l T e r r a c e 
c l u s t e r , t h e s e i n c l u d e d t w o 
A n g l i c a n p a r i s h c h u r c h e s a n d a 
l a r g e M e t h o d i s t c h u r c h . T h e 
h e a v i e s t c o n t r i b u t i o n , however , was 
m a d e by f o u r new P r e s b y t e r i a n 
c h u r c h e s . T h i s g a v e t h e a r e a a 
p r e d o m i n a n t l y P r e s b y t e r i a n s t a m p 
and h e l p s t o con f i rm t h e a scendency 
o f n a t i v e S c o t s o r p e o p l e o f 
S c o t t i s h d e s c e n t in t h e "New Town." 
Moreover , t h i s meant t h a t by 1 8 6 9 , 
e x a c t l y h a l f t h e P r e s b y t e r i a n 
c h u r c h e s in M o n t r e a l w e r e l o c a t e d 

in t h e "New Town," P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m 
a c c o u n t i n g f o r s l i g h t l y o v e r one 
s i x t h of a l l c h u r c h e s in t h e c i t y . 

I t i s i n s t r u c t i v e to n o t e t h a t 
chu rch r e l o c a t i o n and c o n s t r u c t i o n 
was g e n e r a l l y a l e a d i n g r a t h e r than 
a l a g g i n g e l e m e n t o f u r b a n 
d e v e l o p m e n t i n t h e "New T o w n . " 
Th i s t e n d e n c y i s w e l l i l l u s t r a t e d 
i n a Notman p h o t o g r a p h t a k e n from 
Mount Royal a b o v e " R a v e n s c r a g " i n 
1866. The i n c e n t i v e to ac t f a s t in 
o r d e r t o o b t a i n a l a r g e p l o t o f 
l and for a new church b u i l d i n g was 
n o d o u b t a m o t i v e b e h i n d t h e 
a n t i c i p a t o r y m o v e s o f s e v e r a l 
c h u r c h e s , b u t t h e d e s i r e s of t h e 
m e m b e r s t h e m s e l v e s t o t a k e u p 
r e s i d e n c e i n t h e "New Town" mus t 
no t be d i s c o u n t e d in t he r e l o c a t i o n 
d e c i s i o n s . 

The Notman p h o t o g r a p h s e r v e s 
a s an e x c e l l e n t o v e r v i e w of t h e 
"New T o w n " a t a s t a g e o f i t s 
d e v e l o p m e n t when t h e t e r r a c e had 
a lmos t run i t s c o u r s e . The mansion 
d i s t r i c t may be s e e n t a k i n g s h a p e 
above S h e r b r o o k e S t r e e t . H e r e t h e 
a r c h i t e c t u r e of t h e P i c t u r e s q u e 
p r e v a i l s , t h e n a t t he h e i g h t of i t s 
p o p u l a r i t y i n t h e m i d - n i n e t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y . T r e e s a r e p r e s e r v e d and 
i n t e g r a t e d i n t o t h e p l a n w h i l e 
h o u s e s a re i n t e n d e d to c a p t u r e t h e 
r o m a n t i c s e n t i m e n t s t o w a r d t h e 
p a s t , e v i d e n t t h r o u g h t h e I t a l i a n 
R e n a i s s a n c e t o w e r s and c u p o l a s , 
M e d i a e v a l G o t h i c t u r r e t s a n d 
f i n i a l s , Tudor chimneys and G r e c i a n 
u r n s r i s i n g above the l e a f y c rowns . 

T h i s a l m o s t c h i m e r i c a l 
townscape d i s s o l v e s nea r She rb rooke 
S t r e e t , h o w e v e r . From t h e r e t h e 
b r o a d s h e l f of t h e p l a t e a u i s 
e v i d e n t in t h e p h o t o g r a p h u n t i l i t 
e n d s a t a t h i n l i n e o f t r e e s 
r u n n i n g t h r o u g h t h e m i d d l e of t h e 
p r i n t . C l e a r e d of t r e e s , t h i s i s 
t h e t e r r a c e t o w n s c a p e , the h e a r t of 
t h e " N e w T o w n . " T h e s t i f f 



View of Montreal from Mount Royal with Sir Hugh Allan's house "Ravensaraa" (1860-62) in the foreground_, 
the MoTavish Reservoir (1852-56) and McGill College (1839-43 and 1861) beyond. The streets running up 
the mountain slope from right to left are Peel, MoTavish, MoGill College and Upper University. In the 
background is Victoria Bridge (1853-59) spanning the St. Lawrence River. (Source: Archives of Ontar io) 



62 

f o r m a l i t y of t h e o r t h o g o n a l s t r e e t 
p a t t e r n i s m i r r o r e d i n t h e l o n g 
r o w s of h o u s e s . The w o r k l o o k s 
u n f i n i s h e d a n d i n d e e d t h e r e i s 
s t i l l much l a n d t o f i l l . B u t 
s t r e e t s s u c h as M c G i l l C o l l e g e , 
Union , U n i v e r s i t y and S t . C a t h e r i n e 
a r e v i r t u a l l y c o m p l e t e g i v i n g t h e 
a r e a a c e r t a i n m a t u r i t y . H e r e 
G e o r g i a n s y m m e t r y , e l e g a n c e a n d 
o r d e r l i n e s s p r e v a i l . The f i n e r 
t e r r a c e s w i t h t h e i r f l a t r o o f s 
s l o p i n g t o t h e r e a r a r e h a r d t o 
m i s s . C e r t a i n l y t h e " P r i n c e o f 
Wales T e r r a c e " i s p r e d o m i n a n t i n 
t h e l o w e r r i g h t - h a n d s i d e of t h e 
v i e w . B u t t h e m o s t n o b l e 
s t r e e t s c a p e o f t h e e n t i r e "New 
Town" i s McGil l C o l l e g e Avenue w i th 
e l e g a n t , f l a t - r o o f e d t e r r a c e s 
l i n i n g bo th s i d e s of t h e s t r e e t . A 
c o n c e p t i o n of r e m a r k a b l e d i g n i t y , 
t h i s i s t h e f i n e s t s t r e e t M o n t r e a l 
had t o o f f e r in t h e 1860s . 

The end of t h e "New Town" as a 
townscape i n t h e Georg ian t r a d i t i o n 
came q u i c k l y . The new s t r e s s on 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y h i g h l i g h t e d i n t h e 
" P r i n c e s s R o y a l T e r r a c e " a n d 
c e r t a i n l y e v i d e n t i n m a n s i o n and 
c h u r c h c o n s t r u c t i o n , u n d e r l i n e d the 
f a c t t h a t t h e " R o m a n t i c Movement" 
begun in t h e e i g h t e e n t h c e n t u r y was 
f i n a l l y f i l t e r i n g d o w n t o 
a r c h i t e c t , b u i l d e r and u l t i m a t e l y 
t h e p u b l i c . I t w a s 
a n t i - r a t i o n a l i s t , h e n c e 
a n t i - G e o r g i a n , and for mass h o u s i n g 
i t m a r k e d t h e b e g i n n i n g o f a 
r e a c t i o n a g a i n s t t h e i m p o s e d 
o r d e r l i n e s s a n d s y m m e t r y o f 
e i g h t e e n t h - c e n t u r y p l a n n i n g . In 
a r c h i t e c t u r e i t sought r e l i e f f rom 
m o n o t o n y , e x a g g e r a t i o n o f 
i n d i v i d u a l i t y . ^ T e r r a c e s , as t h e 
e p i t o m i z a t i o n o f G e o r g i a n 
r a t i o n a l i s t p l a n n i n g , w e r e doomed 
t o e x t i n c t i o n . T e r r a c e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n c o n t i n u e d t o t h e end 
o f t h e 1 8 6 0 s b u t t a p e r e d o f f 
r a p i d l y . By t h e e a r l y 1 8 7 0 s , t h e 
l a s t named t e r r a c e s , t h o u g h no 

l o n g e r r e a l l y t e r r a c e s b u t s i m p l y 
e l e g a n t row h o u s e s , were c o m p l e t e d . 
By 1894, t h e M o n t r e a l d i r e c t o r i e s 
no l o n g e r l i s t e d t h e n a m e s a n d 
l o c a t i o n s of t e r r a c e s . They became 
f a c e l e s s e n t i t i e s known o n l y by a 
s t r e e t a d d r e s s l i k e a n y o t h e r 
h o u s e . F o l l o w i n g the p r i n c i p l e s of 
Romantic p l a n n i n g , t r e e s had b e e n 
p l a n t e d a l o n g a l l t h e "New Town" 
s t r e e t s i n t h e 1 8 5 0 s . W h i l e 
f o r g i n g a whole new s t r e e t s c a p e of 
shade and c o l o u r , t hey r a n a g a i n s t 
t h e pu rpose of t e r r a c e a r c h i t e c t u r e 
which was to expose t h e f a ç a d e . As 
t h e t r e e s m a t u r e d , t h e t e r r a c e s 
d i s a p p e a r e d b e h i n d a b a r r a g e o f 
f o l i a g e , d e m o l i s h i n g t h e i r p o t e n t 
v i s u a l e f f e c t on t h e s t r e e t s c a p e 
a n d p r o b a b l y h a s t e n i n g p u b l i c 
d i s r e g a r d for them. 

T h e i n t r i g u i n g f a c t a b o u t 
t e r r a c e development in wha t i s now 
C a n a d a i s t h a t a c o m p r e h e n s i v e 
t e r r a c e townscape o c c u r r e d o n l y i n 
M o n t r e a l . W h i l e t h e r e a s o n s f o r 
t h i s o c c u r r e n c e have been e x p l o r e d 
i n t h e l o c a l c o n t e x t , i t w o u l d be 
o f v a l u e t o c o n s i d e r t h e 
c i r c u m s t a n c e i n r e l a t i o n t o a 
b r o a d e r m i l i e u . What f o r e x a m p l e 
does t h e "New Town" t e l l us a b o u t 
M o n t r e a l in t he n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
u r b a n s y s t e m i n C a n a d a ? Can any 
p a r a l l e l s be drawn between Mon t r ea l 
and m a j o r c i t i e s i n t h e U n i t e d 
S t a t e s ? F i n a l l y , w h e r e d o e s t h e 
M o n t r e a l t e r r a c e f i t i n t h e 
f r a m e w o r k of u r b a n i z a t i o n i n t h e 
E n g l i s h - s p e a k i n g wor ld? 

T h e f i r s t c o m p o n e n t w h i c h 
e n t e r s i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n i s a t ime 
r e f e r e n c e . The t e r r a c e f l o u r i s h e d 
as a p o p u l a r form of u r b a n h o u s i n g 
b e t w e e n t h e y e a r s 1770 and 1 8 6 0 . 
T h i s p e r i o d w a s i n f a c t t h e 
b e g i n n i n g o f w i d e s p r e a d u r b a n 
g r o w t h i n b o t h G r e a t B r i t a i n and 
t h e New World. The t e r r a c e must be 
c o n s i d e r e d a g a i n s t t h i s s e t t i n g . 
I t i s t e m p t i n g a t t h i s s t a g e t o 
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i n t r o d u c e some n o t i o n of s c a l e . As 
t h e t e r r a c e w a s m a n i f e s t l y a 
h i g h - d e n s i t y t y p e of accommodat ion, 
i t i s e a s y t o s u p p o s e t h a t s o m e 
s o r t of t h r e s h o l d p o p u l a t i o n was 
r e q u i r e d t o s u p p o r t t h e i n c i d e n c e 
of t e r r a c e s . Yet c i t i e s b o t h h u g e 
and s m a l l , as w i t n e s s e d by London 
a n d B a t h , h a d t h e i r t e r r a c e 
t o w n s c a p e s . But i f o n l y t h e s i z e 
of t h e u p p e r m i d d l e c l a s s of t h e 
s o c i a l spec t rum i s c o n s i d e r e d , t h e n 
t h e t e r r a c e t o w n s c a p e s may b e 
p l a c e d in t h e i r p r o p e r c o n t e x t . A 
r e v i e w o f t h e c i t i e s i n w h i c h 
t e r r a c e s were p r e v a l e n t r e v e a l s a 
p r o s p e r o u s and growing upper midd le 
c l a s s . In te rms of f u n c t i o n , t h o s e 
c i t i e s f e l l i n t o t h r e e b a s i c camps: 
commercia l c e n t r e s , a d m i n i s t r a t i v e 
c e n t r e s , or a c o m b i n a t i o n of b o t h . 
M o n t r e a l f l o u r i s h e d b e c a u s e of i t s 
p r i m e c o m m e r c i a l p o s i t i o n i n t h e 
S a i n t L a w r e n c e s y s t e m . New York 
d i d l i k e w i s e t h r o u g h i t s Mohawk 
c o r r i d o r . B o s t o n t h r i v e d on a 
m i x t u r e of commerc ia l i sm and p u b l i c 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . Across t h e o c e a n , 
commercia l c i t i e s l i k e B r i s t o l and 
L i v e r p o o l had t h e i r t e r r a c e s , b u t 
G l a s g o w , w i t h i t s l e a d i n g 
c o m m e r c i a l p o s i t i o n i n t h e 
n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y , o f f e r e d t h e 
most d r a m a t i c d e m o n s t r a t i o n of t h e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p b e t w e e n t e r r a c e and 
c o m m e r c e . On t h e p u b l i c 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s i d e , E d i n b u r g h 
o f f e r e d an e q u a l l y d r a m a t i c d i s p l a y 
of t h e l i n k s b e t w e e n t e r r a c e s and 
t h a t f u n c t i o n . 

A t e r r a c e t o w n s c a p e i n a n 
u rban c e n t r e w i t h i n t h e t i m e f r a m e 
c o n s i d e r e d was i n d u b i t a b l y l i n k e d 
w i t h a s t r o n g u p p e r - m i d d l e - c l a s s 
s e c t o r o f t h e p o p u l a t i o n . 
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e a n d c o m m e r c i a l 
c i t i e s drew c o n s i d e r a b l e numbers of 
government o f f i c i a l s and m e r c h a n t 
e n t r e p r e n e u r s r e s p e c t i v e l y . T h e s e 
i n t u r n w e r e s e c o n d e d by a h u g e 
l o w e r m i d d l e c l a s s f u l f i l l i n g 
a n c i l l a r y f u n c t i o n s t o t h e b a s i c 

r o l e s of g o v e r n m e n t a n d t r a d e . 
T h o s e p e o p l e , w h i l e n o t 
s u f f i c i e n t l y w e l l - o f f t o a f f o r d a 
t e r r a c e r e s i d e n c e , d i d on o c c a s i o n 
c l i m b t h e s o c i a l l a d d e r . I n 
c o n t r a s t , in an i n d u s t r i a l c e n t r e 
v a s t p o o l s of work ing c l a s s l a b o u r 
under t h e a e g i s of a s m a l l h a n d f u l 
o f i n d u s t r i a l i s t s t e n d e d t o 
c o n g r e g a t e . Where m a n u f a c t u r i n g 
p r e d o m i n a t e d t h e r e was l i t t l e n e e d 
f o r a m i d d l e c l a s s a n d t h e 
m a n u f a c t u r e r s t h e m s e l v e s fo rmed a 
v e r y s m a l l s e g m e n t of t h e t o t a l 
p o p u l a t i o n . Hence c i t i e s s u c h as 
Birmingham or M a n c h e s t e r i n G r e a t 
B r i t a i n had f i n e m a n s i o n s a n d a 
p r o f u s i o n of row h o u s i n g b u t no 
t e r r a c e t o w n s c a p e . 

The s o l e r e m a i n i n g a n o m a l y i n 
t h e c a s e of t h e t e r r a c e was i t s 
s t r o n g p r e s e n c e i n s m a l l u r b a n 
c e n t r e s i n t h e s o u t h - c e n t r a l and 
s o u t h - w e s t e r n p a r t o f E n g l a n d . 
B a t h a n d L e a m i n g t o n S p a w e r e 
r e p l e t e w i t h t e r r a c e s . B r i g h t o n 
and o t h e r c o a s t a l c i t i e s had t h e i r 
s h a r e as w e l l . These c e n t r e s w e r e 
a l l r e s o r t a r e a s for t he i d l e r i c h , 
h o u s i n g a r i s t o c r a t i c and p r i m a r i l y 
u p p e r m i d d l e c l a s s r e s i d e n t s , 
m o s t l y e l d e r l y , s e e k i n g t h e r e l i e f 
of t h e h e a l t h s p a s . The r e s o r t s 
l a y w i t h i n 120 m i l e s of London, and 
t h e i r t e r r a c e s m a y e v e n b e 
c o n s i d e r e d as e x t e n s i o n s o f t h e 
t e r r a c e t o w n s c a p e o f t h e 
m e t r o p o l i s . 

London i t s e l f was o m n i p o t e n t 
and u l t i m a t e l y a l l d e v e l o p m e n t s i n 
t h e u r b a n s p h e r e w e r e m i r r o r e d 
t h r o u g h i t , e v e n i f i t d i d n o t 
o r i g i n a t e them i t s e l f . Hence t h e 
t e r r a c e s a w i t s G e o r g i a n - e r a 
f l o w e r i n g i n t h e s m a l l c i t y o f 
B a t h , bu t i t was in London t h a t the 
t e r r a c e was m o d e l l e d on a t r u l y 
m a s s i v e s c a l e a n d e x p o r t e d 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e B r i t i s h w o r l d . 
London ' s t e r r a c e s w e r e t h e r e s u l t 
o f t h e c o m m e r c i a l a n d 



a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c a p a c i t i e s o f a 
m e t r o p o l i s whose p o s i t i o n i n t h e 
l a t e - e i g h t e e n t h a n d 
e a r l y - n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r i e s w a s 
u n a s s a i l a b l e . 

In B r i t i s h Nor th A m e r i c a , t h e 
u r b a n s c e n e was n o t s u f f i c i e n t l y 
m a t u r e t o s u p p o r t t e r r a c e h o u s i n g 
u n t i l t h e n i n e t e e n t h c e n t u r y . 
H a l i f a x , a l a r g e a d m i n i s t r a t i v e , 
m i l i t a r y and c o m m e r c i a l c e n t r e , 
f i r s t saw t e r r a c e c o n s t r u c t i o n , 
a l b e i t on a v e r y m i n o r s c a l e , i n 
t h e 1820s . I t r e m a i n e d u n t i l t h e 
1 8 4 0 s , h o w e v e r , f o r t e r r a c e s t o 
e r u p t s i m u l t a n e o u s l y i n v i r t u a l l y 
a l l m a j o r c o m m e r c i a l a n d 
a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c e n t r e s in Upper and 
Lower C a n a d a . Even t h e n , by t h e 
1 8 6 0 s , c i t i e s s u c h a s T o r o n t o , 
Hami l ton and Quebec had o n l y a few 
i s o l a t e d e x a m p l e s o f f u l l y 
d e v e l o p e d t e r r a c e s . I t r e m a i n e d 
f o r M o n t r e a l a l o n e t o d e v e l o p a 
comprehens ive t e r r a c e t o w n s c a p e . 

NOTES 

1 C o n t r a c t i n g a c t i v i t i e s w e r e 
g l e a n e d f r o m v a r i o u s p e r s o n a l 
a c c o u n t b o o k s o f J o h n R e d p a t h 
o n d e p o s i t a t t h e M c C o r d 
Museum, Mo n t r e a I . 

2 The p l a n was p r o b a b l y i s s u e d 
s o m e t i m e i n t h e t r a n s i t i o n 
b e t w e e n t h e y e a r s 1 8 4 1 a n d 
1842 as c i t y B y - l a w 74 o f J u n e 
2 7 , 1 8 4 2 r e f e r s t o t h e 
c o m p l e t e d p l a n . U n f o r t u n a t e l y 
no c o p y o f t h e p l a n a n d i t s 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s a p p e a r s t o be 
e x t a n t . P o s s i b l y i t w a s 
d e s t r o y e d i n t h e C i t y H a l l 
f i r e o f 1 9 2 2 . T h e s t r e e t 
d i m e n s i o n s q u o t e d h e r e w e r e 
d e d u c e d f r o m c o n t e m p o r a r y 
s u b d i v i s i o n p l a n s r e g i s t e r e d 
w i t h C i t y H a l l . 

3 S u b d i v i s i o n p l a n b y J o h n 
O s t e l l , on d e p o s i t a t A r c h i v e s 

N a t i o n a l e s d u Q u e b e c , i n 
M o n t r e a I . 
The Gazette, A p r i l 1 1 , 1 8 4 5 . 
C h r i s t o p h e r T u n n a r d , The City 
Of Man (New Y o r k , 1 9 7 0 ) , p . 
57 . 
U r b a n d i s a s t e r s h a v e a l w a y s 

p r o m p t e d an e x o d u s f r o m t h e 
c i t y . J u s t as t h e d r e a d e d 
p l a g u e s o f t h e t h i r t e e n t h 
c e n t u r y o n w a r d s s p a w n e d t h e 
m u l t i p l i c a t i o n o f v i l l a s 
o u t s i d e t h e c i t y w a l l s , so do 
s u b u r b a n i t e s t o d a y c i t e t h e i r 
q u e s t f o r M a c l e a n e r , 
h e a l t h i e r n e i g h b o u r h o o d " as 
t h e p r i m e r e a s o n f o r t h e i r 
f l i g h t f r o m t h e c i t y . L e w i s 
Mumford, The City in History 
(New Y o r k , 196 I ) , p . 487 . 

7 U n p u b l i s h e d i n f o r m a t i o n 
p e r t a i n i n g t o G e o r g e B r o w n e 
a v a i l a b l e i n P e r c y N o b b s Room 
o f B l a c k a d e r L i b r a r y a t M c G i l l 
U n i v e r s î t y . 

8 H e n r y - R u s s e l l H i t c h c o c k , 
Early Victorian Architecture 
in Britain (New Haven, 1954), 
pp . 4 M , 414. 

9 Mumford, City in History, 
p . 489 . 
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