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Article abstract
On the basis of a survey on the entry into the labour market of upper technical
school graduates, the author of this paper reflects on the relevance of images
traditionally associated with young graduates and, more broadly, with
"professionals": their technical competence is in fact devalued by corporate
cultures which are much more oriented toward commercial success, quality of
service and managerial rigour, rather than technical efficiency. As to their
"individualism" as opposed to the "collectivist" values of earlier working
communities, there seems in reality to be less an adherence to the myth of
"winner" than a search for autonomy and responsibility, without at the same
time excluding new forms of cooperation and solidarity.
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