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Article abstract
In this paper we examine the evolution of family strategies of Francophones in
New England over the years. Taking the community of Lewiston as case study,
three periods were examined: the period of mass migration, characterized by
the primacy of the family as socioeconomic unit; the period of ethnic
settlement, during which strategies changed under the impact of material and
ideological factors - a demarcation between the strategies of French Canadians
from Quebec and those of Franco-Americans born in the United States appears;
and the period of rapid acculturation, in which the family-individual
relationship is turned around, with strategies directed from this point on
toward the welfare of the individual. Nevertheless, the family continues to be
the basic agent of socialization, a function which sometimes includes the
transmission of Franco-American ethnicity.
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