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Article abstract
On the basis of empirical surveys made on transformations in religious beliefs
and organizations in Quebec culture over the past ten years, the authors
propose establishing the coordinates of a general economy of contemporary
religious reality, both as a complex of institutional adaptations to modernity
and individual appropriations of an imaginary order congruent with
contemporary experience. The dialectics of their subject and of the institution
which emerges leads to proposing the study of the market for religious articles
as the institutionalization of a semiotic regulation of religion, made up of the
constant tension of emerging subjectivities and of the institutions which need,
for their very survival, the experiences individuals bring to them. Producers,
distributors and consumers of religious articles come together here in a
dynamic of change in which the religious field of modernity is itself defined as
a structure of emerging elements, reactivating its perpetual function which is
to ensure the representation of the imaginary unity of society and the world.
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