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Article abstract
After the second world war, economic progress in Sâo Paulo favored not only a
number of initiatives in art patronage, but the creation of a market for painting
as well. Concentration of income and greater access to secondary and higher
education for boys and girls from the bourgeoisie and the middle class brought
changes to the, conditions for recruitment as well as to the career profiles of
painters, art dealers and art critics. Using the concept of field as defined by
Pierre Bourdieu, this paper examines the competitive material and symbolic
interests and unveils the ambiguities present in the ideology of 'free art'.
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