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Article abstract
For more than twenty years before his death, Talcott Parsons maintained that
the disciplinary focus of sociology should concern the analysis of social
integration. Following in part the model of Durkheim's concept of solidarity,
Parsons conceived social integration in dynamic terms as the capacity of a
group, association, or community to maintain coherence when confronted by
forces of disorder and conflict. Parsons' failure to project this research
program to the profession at large was due in part to shortcomings in the
theory of influence that he placed at the center of his analysis of social
integration. The present essay attempts to reformulate the theory of influence,
especially by strengthening its foundations in a conception of rational conduct
in integrative relationships. A model comparable to supply and demand
analysis is proposed. The linkages of this model to reference group theory and
to Durkheim's theory of solidarity and social pathologies are emphasized.
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