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Article abstract
Research on the family carried out in the Cameroon in French-speaking Africa
has presented the opportunity of testing a solution to analytical problems in
social research in the developing countries, which is characterized by three
major difficulties: the multiplicity of languages spoken, the absence of a
reliable base of inquiry, and the lack of trained researchers and of logistical
means. The focus group or discussion group method has appeared to be very
appropriate to the African context, as it is an oral methodology, corresponding
well to so-called oral societies, and because it is similar to palavers, which are
such an integral part of African traditions. In addition, to guide the discussions
and analyse results, native researchers were recruited because they spoke
local languages and had a firm mastery of their socio-cultural milieu. An
analytical model was developed for the quantification of qualitative data, thus
making a very important contribution to the body of research on the family in
the Cameroon and in Africa in general.
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