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Article abstract
Invented in the 9th century, social sciences convey the three following
presuppositions : 1) social phenomena behave, like natural phenomena, in a
predictable (or at least analyzable) way, and are therefore subject to
intervention and manipulation; 2) modern history is the history of
"modernization", that is, the history of progress and development, stragglers
having no choice but to catch up; and 3) society, as an entity distinct from state,
is the basic unit of social science. This last presupposition makes two
fundamental options possible : one ("universalization") which attempts to
determine universal laws, holding that all societies are alike, and the other
("sectorialization") which refuses all tendency to generalize, holding that all
societies are different. In opposition to this epistemology of the dominant social
science, "schools of resistance " developed after 1945, especially since the end
of the 1960s - historical economy in Germany, the Ecole des Annales in France,
and Marxism (non-official) - which have made it necessary to think holistically
and dialectically and to relate theoretical reflection to praxis.
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