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Article abstract
At the beginning of the 1970's, the Quebec government massively intervened in
the reformation of the financing, organization and administration of health
care services, as a function of broad social democratic objectives. Although the
health care insurance programme had an important impact regarding the
redistribution of health care, the other aspects of reform were little other than
symbolic benefits, blurring the true allocation of rewards amongst diverse
elites. Placing this situation within the context of other reforms from the Quiet
Revolution, and comparing them to the situation in Ontario, the authour
underlines the idiosyncratic character of Quebec reform strategies, and their
inability to live up to their stated goals. He suggests that such a phenomenon is
attributable to the relationships between social classes in Quebec and to the
existence of structural constraints to State interventions in health in a
capitalist society.
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