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Article abstract
Education and knowledge have neither played the same role nor known the
same importance in all societies. For this reason the author first describes the
place reserved for knowledge, especially specialized knowledge, in traditional
societies, the way this knowledge is integrate into social life and the role of
education in the functioning of these societies. He is thus brought to study the
nature and the functions of movements of criticism and protest which have
appeared in traditional socie- ties, as well as the role which intellectuals have
been called upon to play in them. Turning his analysis next to modern
occidental societies, he studies the changes which have taken place in the
function and social significance of knowledge and education and in the social
role of intellectuals. He shows how the basic postulates of the modern ideology
could only imply the development of contradictions in the principal
movements of protest that have emerged in modern societies. This
development has given birth to new movements, characteristic of
contemporary post-industrial society, which challenge these very postulates. In
this perspective, he proceeds to analyse the " university crisis " and to trace the
principal possibilities in the forthcoming evolution of contemporary societies.
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