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Article abstract
As all objects of sociological analysis, the city possesses a dual character as the
product of the historical development of social action and as an objective
framework, (i. e., made objective socially) of integration and structuration of
action. The transformation system by which such an object can be defined in
its specificity then takes the form of a methodological reconstruction of the
social process which produced it. The only general categories which can be
brought to bear in this reconstruction are not properties of the object, but •"
modes of operation " of this historical process. This " dialectical " point of view
is here applied to the construction of a typology of the principal historical
forms of the city, where the relationships between the different types are
mediated by the relationship which each urban form has with corresponding
types of society (modes of historical production),
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