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Article abstract
The author définies the organization as a specific unit in the midst of total
society; this unit is presented as the product of the creative will of actors in
pursuit of an objective. This specific unit - the organization - is composed of
three fundamental parts: the actors, tradition, and the executive or governing
machine. The final distinguishing mark of each organization is mainly the
disposition of the parts, and the way in which they change. In the first part, the
author constructs a conceptual scheme, taking into account the parts, their
possible arrangement, and their way of changing. In the second part, he
applies this scheme of analysis to religious organizations in general, and, in
particular, to a Roman Catholic diocese.
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