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Article abstract
Dumont, a classical sociologist ? Dumont, a thinker of modernity ? We try to
answer these questions by following an original approach that aims to take
into consideration not only his writings but also his speeches, including a
master class in social philosophy given by Dumont in the spring of 1968. The
classical opposition between traditional society and technological society
provides the basic structure of his thought. The analysis proposed here aims to
avoid the two traps into which one may fall in analysing writings, namely
those of célébration or criticism. Instead, it seeks to follow another, more
difficult approach, namely that of sociological analysis: the study of the period
and of the context, of course, but also of the itinerary followed by Dumont and
of the various positions in the academic and intellectual circles. A sociologist
and a philosopher, Dumont finds himself in a paradoxical position: his
ambition is to «historisize» his society and his personal situation, but he also
seeks to give that history (and his history) a universal scope.
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