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Article abstract
The definition history, for Dumont, can be interpreted in three ways : 1) history
as the science of interpretation ; 2) history as communitarian teleology; and 3)
history as an ethical summation of the collective experience. However, these
three interpretations underlie a relatively ambiguous concept. Indeed, the
definition of history as the teleology of the French-Canadian adventure seems
to contradict the view of it as a means of participation of all citizens, on a basis
of equality, united within the same political community. In fact, it is
French-Canadian history that interests Dumont, even when he claims to be
examining Quebec society. Moreover, the actuality of the debates surrounding
nationalism in Quebec and elsewhere reminds us how difficult is it to reconcile
concurrent memories of experience. This article examines the ambiguity of the
Dumontian definition of history in a search for its theoretical and political
assumptions. It aims to show why Dumont is forced to shape a universalist
conception of history in the mould of the French Canadian singularity, and
concludes that the ambiguity of the definition of his concept of history is a
matter for the «sciences of society» in a minority setting. Dumont's work must
therefore be read in light of the tragic element that lies at the centre of Quebec
history and of his historical interpretation.
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