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Article abstract
The categories upon which the debate on the political future of Quebec is based
all too often remain the prisoners of the current political discourse. In
portraying federalism and nationalism as inalienable and incommensurable
entities, there is often a tendency to relate their contemporary forms to those
of the pre-war period. Those who drew, in part, on a similar political
philosophy during the 1960s are then left out of the picture. By exploring the
ideologies put forward by the intellectuals grouped around Cité Libre, this
research paper aims to develop a better understanding of how the
«federalism» of the Cité Libre authors, rather than being essentially an
allegiance to Canada, is an adherence to a political system that arises out of a
«personalist» philosophy, which can also legitimize the sovereignist project.
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