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Article abstract
Health promotion is an approach for dealing with the health-related problems
of a society, which appeared in the 1970s and which obtained international
recognition in the mid-1980s. Quebec entertained an ambiguous attitude
toward this «new» discourse which, however, was enthusiastically adopted
elsewhere in Canada and in other countries. This attitude is presented in the
context of the evolution of Quebec's practices in the area of public health over
the past four decades ; the consequences of this ambiguity are also discussed.
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