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Article abstract
The formation and development of the regional federations within the
Desjardins movement are the focus of this article. These intermediary powers
built themselves up between the autonomy of the local caisses and the
prerogatives conferred on the provincial Federation by the Quebec
Government. Beginning with the example of the Union regionale de
Trois-Rivieres —the oldest of the eleven regional federations— we emphasize
the constant negotiations that it carries on with its affiliated caisses, on the one
hand, and with the provincial Federation on the other, in order to establish
and broaden its space within the movement. The relationships of tension
between these entities are studies from two distinct but closely related angles :
centralization, and relations between the agents as seen from their positions
within the regional representatives bodies. From a mode of representation that
crew on networks of well-known or powerful individuals and religious
communities, things have been gradually replaced by an approach based on
the technostructural agents, particularly the local and regional managers.
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