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Article abstract
Through Canadian census data, linguistic assimilation can be measured not
only on an individual basis, but also intergenerationally, in terms of the
language transmitted to children, or, more globally, of the replacement of
generations within a language group. The relationship between these various
types of assimilation is examined, as well as the difficulties encountered in
comparing the available data. In particular, it is found that since 1971,
individual anglicization appears to have remained at the same level among
Canada's French-speaking population. At the same time, however, the latter
has become solidly engaged in the process of aggregate assimilation, the drastic
decline in francophone birth rates having more than offset improved
transmission of French to upcoming generations.
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