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Article abstract
The development of municipal interventions in Quebec City in the field of
recreation provides fertile ground for an examination of the relations between
the municipal level and the higher levels of govemment. This evolution is
influenced by that of the welfare state. Each period is characterized by a
particular logic, corresponding types of govemment action and a different
degree of local autonomy.
During the period of emergence of the welfare state, the logic which guided
govemment involvements was that of charity. During the consolidation period,
it was the logic of citizens' rights that prevailed.
The period of restructuring was marked by the appearance of the logic of the
taxpayer/client.
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