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Article abstract
A questioning of the position of fathers in public housing districts in France
today is occurring in a context of ineffectual public policies, and often focusses
on the notion of authority, related to public security problems. This article
explores the social conditions in which this authority is exercised, particularly
in the immigrant situation. This immigrant situation and the resultant
transformations in the role of the father are easier to understand by looking at
the immigrant family in relation to the family in the country of origin. From
this perspective, public policies can be seen as indirectly undermining the
position of the father without offering possibilities for new roles. But new roles
are emerging from new relationships and new alliances forged between family
members in a disadvan-taged urban setting, where current public policy is
paradoxically leading to a privatization of the public sphere and the risk of
diminished state involvement.
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