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Article abstract
In August 1996 President Clinton approved the Personal Responsibility and
Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act, which profoundly transforms the U.S.
social welfare system. This legislation extensively affects women, especially
those heading single-parent families, and their children, represented in
disproportionately high numbers among poor families, who have seen
considerable cutbacks in their income over the past fifteen years. The article
places the origin and scope of this legislation in the context of widespread
debate on welfare in recent years.
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