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Article abstract
The geographic mobility of people during the nineteenth century has
generated considerable interest among Canadian historians. Nevertheless,
with regard to workers' history, this topic has only begun to be explored. This
article seeks to expand our understanding of the subject by showing the pivotal
importance of professional mobility in one of the workers' central
organizations in Canada during the second half of the nineteenth century, the
Canadian sections of the Iron Molders' Union of North America.
Grappling with a remarkable degree of mobility among its membership, the
union worked out what was, in effect, a set of regulations regarding mobility
which translated a potentially harmful consequence of high levels of mobility
into a force for defending or promoting the workers' status. The union's
success was such that geographic mobility actually helped in the geographic
expansion of the organization, and led to the establishment of the most
powerful branches in those areas where the greatest geographic mobility
among workers prevailed.
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