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Article abstract
This article examines the emergence of a French-Canadian community in New
England, that of Lewiston, Maine, before 1880. It first describes the area before
the arrival of the initial French Canadians in I860, focusing especially on those
changes wrought by the Industrial Revolution, which transformed Lewiston
into one of the most important centres of textile production in the United
States. It proceeds to explain the character of the in-migration in the
nineteenth century, and focuses on the central role played by the immediate
and extended family. In fact, the family unit was central to the emerging ethnic
community. The family economy was founded on the nuclear household, and a
closely knit and complex web of relationships was woven among family
members and between them and the cotton manufacturers. Family lies also
played economic, social, and psychological roles within the community, easing
the transition of new arrivals into an often precarious economic situation.
From this group of rural-workers-turned- labourers emerged the
petite-bourgeoisie of businessmen, professionals, and priests. These men
would use their community influence to strengthen the religious sentiments of
their fellow Catholics, in an attempt to instill in them the ideology of cultural
survival. Some set themselves at a distance from the vast majority of the
migrants, whereas others — notably the curé and the professional élite —
would work towards the establishment of an institutional support network
centred on the parish. This element would help to establish this ethnic group
solidly within the roader social framework and would contibute towards the
transformation of these French-Canadian migrants into an identifiable
immigrant community.
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