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Article abstract
Several factors and groups influenced, in different but complementary ways,
the spread of the cooperative movement among the Acadians of New
Brunswick. Certainly one of the most important causes was the clear necessity
for social reconstruction in the aftermath of the upheavals caused by
world-wide economic dislocation during the first decade of the twentieth
century. The local élite — the clergy and those specially trained in agriculture
— also sought to ameliorate the most obvious social ills by supporting
programmes of adult education. The growth of study groups and the
participation of a large number of persons in them bore witness to the success
achieved by the idea's promoters.
The existence of religious organizations, such as the ACJC, the “Association
catholique de la jeunesse canadienne,” and the discreet efforts of the
leadership of the “Ordre de Jacques-Cartier” encouraged the spread of
cooperativism. The minority status of the Acadians within New Brunswick also
helps to explain the popularity of the movement, for cooperation appeared to
be a strategy which would allow Acadians to control a hitherto-neglected
aspect of their lives, their economic condition. Farmers and fishermen alike
could therefore adjust over time to new economic circumstances.
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