
Tous droits réservés © Canadian Anthropology Society / Société Canadienne
d’Anthropologie (CASCA), formerly/anciennement Canadian Ethnology Society /
Société Canadienne d’Ethnologie, 1995

This document is protected by copyright law. Use of the services of Érudit
(including reproduction) is subject to its terms and conditions, which can be
viewed online.
https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/

This article is disseminated and preserved by Érudit.
Érudit is a non-profit inter-university consortium of the Université de Montréal,
Université Laval, and the Université du Québec à Montréal. Its mission is to
promote and disseminate research.
https://www.erudit.org/en/

Document generated on 08/15/2024 8:53 a.m.

Culture

Michael D. LEVIN (ed.), Ethnicity and Aboriginality: Case
Studies in Ethnonationalism, Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 1994. 179 pages, $19.95 (paper), $50.00 (cloth)
Millie R. Creighton

Volume 15, Number 1, 1995

URI: https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/1083739ar
DOI: https://doi.org/10.7202/1083739ar

See table of contents

Publisher(s)
Canadian Anthropology Society / Société Canadienne d’Anthropologie (CASCA),
formerly/anciennement Canadian Ethnology Society / Société Canadienne
d’Ethnologie

ISSN
0229-009X (print)
2563-710X (digital)

Explore this journal

Cite this review
R. Creighton, M. (1995). Review of [Michael D. LEVIN (ed.), Ethnicity and
Aboriginality: Case Studies in Ethnonationalism, Toronto: University of Toronto
Press, 1994. 179 pages, $19.95 (paper), $50.00 (cloth)]. Culture, 15(1), 106–107.
https://doi.org/10.7202/1083739ar

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/culture/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/1083739ar
https://doi.org/10.7202/1083739ar
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/culture/1995-v15-n1-culture06543/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/culture/


and water management, the book also provides a 
good grounding in the literature.

There is still a book to be written that offers 
direction in the cause of establishing new resource 
sharing and management frameworks on First 
Nations lands. Comparative analysis of the exist­
ing models of co-management, with clear délin­
éation of their flaws and successes, would be time- 
ly as British Columbia's Treaty Commissions begin 
to grapple with the unresolved daims of the B.C. 
First Nations. It would also be useful to apply the 
same kinds of analysis to customary and common 
law legal models for dispute resolution. Can tradi­
tional models be resurrected to fulfil modem dis­
pute resolution needs in actual resource manage­
ment? Is médiation a better tool than adversarial 
dispute resolution in reconciling these kinds of 
conflict?

Aboriginal Peoples and Natural Resources in 
Canada is a valuable tool and should be purchased 
by First Nations, college and university libraries, 
and consultants with an interest in First Nations 
approaches to stewardship of the commons. 
Hopefully the author will keep the book current by 
updating subséquent éditions, and the Captus 
Press will make a strong effort to market it in the 
provincial mid-North, the Yukon and the 
Northwest Territories.

Michael D. LEVIN (ed.), Ethnicity and 
Aboriginality: Case Studies in Ethnonationalism, 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1994.179 
pages, $19.95 (paper), $50.00 (cloth).

By Millie R. Creighton

University of British Columbia

The self-awareness of cultural identity dis­
tinct from other groups and a corresponding asser­
tion of ethnie identity can find political expression 
in the desire for a state for every ethnie group. This 
is the basis of "ethnonationalism." There are more 
ethnie groups than possible states, and most mod­
em governments, however, despite some national- 
ly constructed myths of déniai, are culturally plu- 
ralistic. The eight case studies collected in this vol­
ume address ways modem states attempt to man- 
age the paradox of fostering national unity while 
dealing with the needs or demands of distinct eth­
nie communities. There is sophisticated treatment 

of the problematic connotations surrounding the 
word "ethnicity." The title reflects the authors' 
récognition that Aboriginal groups reject the sug­
gestion of immigrant groups often associated with 
the word. A basic premise of the book is that eth­
nicity is not limited to minorities, but refers to any 
group sharing cultural characteristics.

Although the book promises Canadian and 
international perspectives on ethnicity and aborig­
inality, the case studies are heavily oriented to the 
Canadian context (four of eight essays) with a 
mixed assortment of remaining examples. 
Nonetheless, together the essays do a good job of 
revealing the complexities surrounding ethnie 
issues in modem states, and the variation in daims 
and aspirations of different groups. They also 
show that ethnie identities are situated both with­
in relations of power in hierarchical state struc­
tures and utilized to legitimate struggles against 
subordination or, conversely, to realize more effec­
tive domination.

The first two essays deal with the relationship 
between Native groups and the Canadian legal 
System. Macklem's essay discusses "the dilemma 
of différence," or "the récognition that acknowl- 
edgement and déniai of différence can perpetuate 
inequality" (p. 11). He argues that legal logic per­
pétuâtes hierarchical relationships between First 
Nations and the Canadian state by treating Natives 
the same as other citizens when this best reinforces 
Canadian legal categories, but different when it is 
to the advantage of Canadian sovereignty. Asch 
takes on what he calls the ideology of universalism 
in Canadian law, suggesting that it has both colo­
nial and racist overtones. Although universalism, 
which means that the state must see only individ- 
uals and must see each individual as structurally 
equal, sounds démocratie, by denying the exis­
tence of cultural différence it leads to emphasis on 
majority rule that can negate the inhérent rights of 
minority peoples.

Tanner's article exemplifies how local identi­
ties and spécifie circumstances can give rise to dif­
ferent behaviour among those who otherwise 
share an ethnie identity. The radical ethnonational- 
ist political position taken by the Aboriginal Innu 
of Labrador is quite different from the moderate 
stance of Quebec Innu. Tanner relates this to a rel- 
atively recent and rapid décliné in Labrador Innu 
autonomy and their situation of extreme social iso­
lation.
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Weaver turns the focus to Australian 
Aborigines. She argues that the Australian nation- 
state, by taking a strong interventionist rôle in 
associations that are supposed to be political 
organs for Aboriginal peoples, has rendered these 
ineffectual for both Aboriginal and govemment 
purposes, thus reversing the cause of self-determi- 
nation for Fourth World peoples in Australia.

Several case studies deal with the manipula­
tion of cultural symbols and invention of the past 
in constructing ethnie identifies, as well as the 
shifting nature of ethnie boundaries. In Malaysia 
the dominant group privilèges itself through offi­
cial sanctioning of Malay identity which is based in 
part on a presumed status as "sons of the soit" 
Nagata also shows, however, that certain ethnie 
markers such as language and religion induce 
attempts at "conversion" to Malay identity by oth- 
ers seeking the same privileged status. Levin's dis­
cussion of Nigeria, commonly portrayed as a 
nation of three major ethnie groups - Igbo, Yoruba, 
and Hausa-Fulani - shows how national identity 
was constructed around the manipulation of sym­
bols that allowed 200 ethnie groups to be symboli- 
cally reduced to three, while the ethnie tensions 
that led to the Nigérian civil war were not as easi- 
ly dismissed.

The volume as a whole addresses a wide 
range of issues showing the complexifies and con­
tradictions surrounding ethnicity, aboriginality 
and desires for ethnonationalism. The studies 
show that while ethnonationalist daims question 
the very validity of existing states, these states are 
a major factor in creating, defining and under- 
standing struggles toward ethnonationalism. The 
volume does hâve a message regarding the chal­
lenge of ethnonationalism in the modem world, 
which is that govemments must be able to reassess 
their historiés and extend their cultural définitions 
of citizenship. As expressed by Levin: "It is clear 
that the state, if accommodating, if not tied to a 
narrow nationalism, may open a society to cultur­
al diversity" (p. 177).

Robert A. STEBBINS, The Franco-Calgarians. 
French Language, Leisure, and Linguistic Life- 
style in an Anglophone City, Toronto: University 
of Toronto Press, 1994,152 pages.

By Louis-Jacques Dorais

Université Laval

Stebbins' book aims at understanding the rea- 
sons why francophones living in the big Canadian 
cities wish to preserve their language, and what 
means are used to reach that goal. He takes 
Calgary as an example. In 1991, this métropolitain 
area of some 600,000 inhabitants had 10,535 rési­
dents whose first language was French, plus 3,955 
more who claimed French as one of their two or 
three mother tongues. In this way, Calgary was 
typical of modem French Canada (outside Québec, 
eastem Ontario, and northem New Brunswick, 
that is), whose original rural communities had 
been almost completely replaced by French speak- 
ing urban dwellers, living in the country's major 
metropolises.

The author's main argument is that the lin­
guistic goals of the Canadian francophones are 
fourfold: language maintenance; transmission of 
the language to their children; individual growth 
through the use of French; development of the 
francophone collectivity. Extended fieldwork in 
Calgary shows that these goals are principally 
reached thanks to leisure activities, that is, ail those 
undertakings that are not defined as being primar- 
ily utilitarian (like domestic tasks) and/or obliga- 
tory (like work). With the collapse of the rural and 
semi-rural communities, where most activities 
were conducted in French, it is mainly through 
leisure that the modem Canadian francophones 
can develop a linguistic life-style within which 
their mother tongue plays an important part.

Stebbins' book describes various aspects of 
this life-style: running francophone schools; help- 
ing with the children's activities; using French in 
one's own social life; taking part in the francopho­
ne community organizations; being présent at spé­
cial events; etc. The author concludes that for most 
francophones, the French environment "consists in 
interaction in French at home, at school, at church 
and in the clubs and organizations, much of which 
is essentially a leisure environment" (p. 120). The 
foundation of the urban francophonie is a sponta- 
neous informai world, that will not fall if the for­
mai world (best exemplified by the fédéral pro­
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