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Book Reviews / Comptes rendus

Daniel RAUNET, Without Surrender Without
Consent, A History of the Nisgas Land Claims,
Vancouver and Toronto: Douglas and Mclintyre,
1984. 244 pages, $18.95 (cloth).

By James McDonald
Royal Ontario Muséum

“The Native fight is the fight of ail those trying to
regain a sense of owning their own lives, those who are...
opponents of the madness of the présent age.” (p. 236)

In this book, Daniel Raunet outlines the
political economy of the encounter between the
Nisgas of northwestern British Columbia and
capitalist society, and of the resulting struggle to
maintain Nisgas identity. It is a valuable and timely
contribution that explains both the current mar-
ginality of the Nisgas and their exceptional réle
championing aboriginal rights. Written from a
Nisgas perspective, the text présents a substantial
amount of useful ethnohistorical information with
a refreshing tone and style.

Three major subjects are developed: the
attacks on Nisgas culture by missionaries and other
agents of the new order, the theft of land and
resources, and the struggle of the Nisgas people
against the imposition of the “rule of profit”
(P- V).

Raunet interprets the mission of the Churches
to have been one ofdestruction, and their ultimate
mandate, in the context of the times, to h&ve been
the removal of every cultural practice that was
“inimical to modem capitalism” (p. 73). The
chapters on the arrivai and methods of the
missionaries provide a convenient and interesting
accounting of early evangelists who taught not
only the Bible but also the customs of “working six
days out of seven, and eating with one’s feet under
the table” (p. 72). For them, religion and culture
were intertwined, whether it was paganism and
savagery or Christianity and civilization.

The utopian morality that compelled the
missionaries to undermine Nisgas culture also
forced them to understand native society, if for no
other reason than to change it more effectively. In
time, their maturing sensitivity obliged the mis-
sionaries to defend the people and to support a
résistance against the theft of Nisgas land,
resources, and way of life.

Unfortunately, Raunet’s description of how,
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within a few years, the Nisgas resources were
brought under the control of “white supremacy”
(p. 102) is less informative. Instead of carefully
discussing the government’s machinations, for
example the Royal Commissions, he simply gives
extraordinarily long quotations of generally avail-
able government papers or recites the history of
other parts of the province.

Nonetheless, his better examples of how the
mining and agricultural pre-emptions turned the
Nisgas into squatters on their own land, and ofhow
the fish were regulated for the commercial fishery
in ways that assigned the Nisgas to a second class
position within the fisheries, illustrate well the role
played by répressive government régulations in
creating the contemporary marginality of the
Nisgas economy.

One reads the chapters that follow, on the
modem multinationals, with a feeling of déja -vu.
The Nisgas still live near valued resources and still
find themselves in the front line of the rush for
wealth. Raunet demonstrates the impact of this
type of development well. His historiés of the Tree
Farm License and the AMAX mining project show
how easily corporations can move in, take what
they want, and then leave with little regard for the
disruption they cause. Both case studies provide
important information on recent Nisgas history.

These encroachments into Nisgas sovereignty
and independence were not accepted without a
struggle. Raunet reviews more than a century ofthe
political battles over the land issue and for the
récognition of Nisgas laws. It is good reading,
containing important ethnographie data on Nisgas
society, especially the complex System of tenure.

The material makes the reader realize that the
répressive governmental attitudes that once banned
potlatching and land claims are still very much
with us. When the Nisgas hired British lawyers to
présent their 1913 pétition to the King, they were
frustrated by a requirement that Ottawa must
sponsor them, which Ottawa would not do, just as
the government counselled the Queen not to
receive the aboriginal constitutional délégation in
1980. Similarly, the 1911 position of the BC
government that Indian claims were settled before
Confédération demonstrates the intransigence ofa
provincial government that still refuses to accept
the entrenchment of aboriginal rights into the
Constitution.

Raunet’s account of the period since the
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organization of the Native Brotherhood in 1934
includes interesting inside views of Nisgas political
strategy, such as a description of the historié
meeting at which a young Frank Calder was
designated to be trained as the Nisgas emissary to
the government, the establishment of the Nisgas
Tribal Council, and the famous Calder case itself. A
major victory that resulted was the 1973 reversai of
the Fédéral government stand on aboriginal daims.
Raunet interprets this change in the context ofthe
White Paper, James Bay, and provincial politics.
His argument is that even though the policy seemed
politically liberal, it was used only to negotiate the
price of aboriginal surrender. This was not what
the Nisgas wanted.

The Nisgas want the right to survive as a
people. They declared this to be their demand in
1976, and repeated it at the First Ministers
Conférences on the Constitution. As before, it was
ignored.

Raunet's history of the ségrégation of the
Nisgas supports his argument of a Canadian
apartheid. But is it appropriate to apply an
apartheid model to Canada? Unfortunately, Raunet’s
argument for doing so is weakened by factual errors
and a misunderstanding of apartheid.

Factually he is wrong to say that the Indian Act
and reserve System has a “purely genetic basis”, or
that the Indian Registry is only a racial record.
More generally, he demonstrates a difficulty in
maintaining the distinction between status and
non-status Indians. In part, this stems from his
uncritical use ofthe racist dichotomy of “whiteman/
Indian”. Consequently, in several key areas, his
analysis of the pénétration of capitalism slips into
an unfortunate discussion ofwhat “the whiteman”
did, rather than a more consistent and précisé
discussion ofclass relationships. In other areas, the
dichotomy emerges as a romantic présentation of
Indians and of their environment.

The other weakness is that apartheid is not just
a System of ségrégation, as Raunet suggests. He
defines apartheid as ““a system of oppression by
which society is compartmentalized on racial
lines... (with each race) set apart geographically,
legally, economically” (p. 167), and where the
original inhabitants are put aside as barriers to the
free development of the resources of the country.
There is more to apartheid than a misunderstand-
ing or an inability for the government to tolerate
any social System that is not based on private
property in resources and land.

Apartheid is a total social System dépendent on
spécial policies for the exploitation oflabour. These
structure every aspect of national and personal life
along racist lines. In Canada, Indian labour is not
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important to capitalism, with the resuit that it can
be marginalized. Thus, Indians can be segregated
easily, and the Canadian social fabric is not defined
by the policies of ségrégation. This feature makes
Canada significantly unlike South Africa.
Fortunately, Raunet’s methodology works
better than his terminology. His global perspective
on the multinational and his examination of the
expériences of the aboriginal inhabitants of other
countries must be applauded. The international
comparisons Raunet makes are important and
informative; however they would be stronger if he
more clearly contextualized the marginality of
Indians not in terms ofapartheid but as an aspect of
the general phenomenon of capitalist development.

Lisbeth SACHS, Evil Eye or Bacteria: Turkish
Migrant Women and Swedish Health Care,
Stockholm, University of Stockholm Studies
in Social Anthropology, 1983.

By Sam Migliore
McMaster University

With Evil Eye or Bacteria, Lisbeth Sachs makes
a notable contribution to the ever-growing body of
literature dealing with topics ofinterest to medical
anthropologists. Sachs provides a sensitive discus-
sion of health-related problems Turkish women
encounter, and attempt to cope with, as they
migrate from their native rural communities to
suburban Stockholm. She bases this discussion on
material collected primarily in Sweden, but also in
Turkey, during the 1976 to 1981 period.

Throughout the text, Sachs makes effective use
of the distinction between illness and disease. She
defines these concepts in the following way: (1)
illness refers to “the subjective perceptions (symp-
toms) which are not necessarily visible (pain) but
are communicated... in a culturally prescribed
manner””; and, (2) disease refers to “ill-health
arising from an ‘objectively’ observable pheno-
menon that can be classified, explained and treated
in biomédical terms” (pp. 18-19). Based on this
distinction, Sachs proceeds to examine how the
Turkish women perceive the ailments they and
their children expérience. She also examines how
the women’s perception and explanation of these
expériences détermine the type(s) of action they
take. Extensive use of case historiés helps to
illustrate this process. In my view, one ofthe major
strengths of Sachs' présentation is her sensitive and
sincere use of case material.



