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Article abstract
The authors of this article compare the impact of the ethnic concentration of
the school, of the level of francization associated with the student's mother
tongue and of the length of time the student has been living in the host country
on the aptitude for French among Montreal students of immigrant origin.
Factorial analysis of data from 896 students of immigrant origin shows that the
aptitude for French — which includes students' positive attitudes towards
French, their use of French with people around them and their utilization of
French language electronic media — is one-dimensional. This aptitude is
moderately high among students of immigrant origin, though lower than that
of long-established Francophone students (N = 686). Moreover, multiple
regression analyses show that the ethnic concentration of the school, which is
not related to the aptitude for French among long established Francophone
students, is negatively related to that of students of immigrant origin. However,
the level of francization associated with the student's mother tongue is a far
more significant predictor of the aptitude for French among students of
immigrant origirin than the ethnic concentration of the school. Finally, it
would seem that neither the fact of students having been born in Canada nor
the fact of their having immigrated during the course of their studies has any
impact on the phenomenon under investigation.
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