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Article abstract
In recent years, we have seen what appears to be an alliance between feminists
and neo-Malthusians on the issue of family planning. This article presents
some thoughts on an association which can be termed a "misalliance" — since
the two discourses stem frorn disparate viewpoints and offer differing
interpretations — and rnay produce adverse effects. This misalliance may in
fact make feminist dernands for the recognition of wornen's right to make
reproductive choices politically meaningless; it may obscure the social
relationships that shape action in the area of family planning; and it may
encourage a shift in feminist discourse toward eugenics. Other detrimental
effects of this "tactical alliance" are linked to the representation of women as
victims of their fertility. On the other hand, this strategy makes it possible to
address the urgent needs felt by many women who are without access to
family planning services.
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