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Article abstract
This article reviews the hypothesized effects of global population growth on
the environment and considers their policy implications. The presentation
focuses on five points: (1) an assessment of the environmental consequences of
population growth must be founded on prior ethical considerations; (2) the
extreme complexity of the environment limits our understanding of the
determinants and pace of many aspects of environmental change; (3) the
adverse effects of population growth are concentrated on renewable, rather
than nonrenewable, resources; (4) while non-coercive efforts to slow
population growth can have only a limited, cumulative effect on population
size, these should nevertheless be an integral part of a broader set of
environmental policies; and (5) difficult-to-resolve political and administrative
problems are likely to seriously delay the development and implementation of
many non-demographic policies needed to address global environmental
issues.
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