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Article abstract
Although they claim to be socialists and are presented as such by Francis
Ronsin in his book La grève des ventres, the leaders of neo-Malthusian leagues
in France (1896-1939), especially Paul Robin, offer a truncated vision of
Malthus' ideas in presenting his "law of population" as a natural law imposed
on all social regimes. Under the cover of virulent attacks against the pronatalist
Right, they clearly show the right-wing influence of the English Malthusian
League, to the point of relegating the revolutionary utopia and the
anti-capitalist struggle to the background. This assertion is based on a
highlighting of the close relationship between the texts of their four periodicals
and those of the two monthly journals of the Malthusian League on a number
of topics related to the ills of overpopulation and the only effective remedy, i.e.
adapting individual behaviour — through contraception — to the inevitable
determinism of the law of population.
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