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Article abstract
Two recent studies on aging present contradictory findings on the relationship
between age and the incidence rate of occupational injuries in the health and
social services sector. This article examines the hypothesis that this difference
stems from the type of denominator used: in one case, the number of
individuals working, and in the other, the number of full-time equivalent (FTE)
workers, calculated on the basis of remunerated hours. The article also
attempts to determine why use of the different types of denominators produces
such widely contrasting results. The FTE figure seems to be a better
denominator for calculating the incidence rate of injuries because it
simultaneously takes into account the number of individuals and the duration
of exposure to risk. This figure is however rarely available in Quebec, so it is
important to use correction factors, or least to qualify the analysis by
considering aspects that influence the duration of exposure to risk, such as
employment status and certain organizational factors.
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