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Article abstract
This paper addresses empirically the relative stability over two intervals of
estimates of active life expectancy made using the prevalence rate and
multistate methods of computing active life expectancy. Three waves of the
U.S. Longitudinal Study of Aging, a representative sample of community
dwelling elderly 70 years of age and over, are the data used in the analysis The
prevalence rate estimates are more stable than the multistate estimates
because all incidence schedules are less stable than prevalence schedules. In
addition, mortality schedules for the dependent population, a separate input to
only the multistate model, appear particularly affected by instability change, in
sample composition and sample attrition.
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