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Article abstract
The census is, without doubt, the most complete source of information on the
Canadian population. Nevertheless, it is not free of error, especially in terms of
coverage. Statistics Canada estimates this level of undercount, overall and by
certain characteristics, using the Reverse Record Check (RRC). Unfortunately,
this method yields only crude measures of undercoverage. The purpose of the
present study is to compare the RRC estimates of undercoverage, by age and
sex, with estimates produced using other sources of data, specifically: final
postcensal estimates; estimates produced by the component method (for
cohorts since 1961); and estimates produced through use of administrative
data from Family Allowance (ages 0-14) and Old Age Security (ages 65+).
Results indicate that, even though the estimates of the level of undercoverage
by age differ depending on the source and/or method, the same general trend
is observed Using the average of such figures, for example, can yield an
estimate of the "actual" size of the Canadian population as of June 1, 1986.
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