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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
The "Pure " Work of thé Adoption 's Makers
An Ethnological Siud\ on a Group of Voluntary Workers in a French NGO
The narrative produced by voluntary or paid workers. from the international
adoption department of an important French NGO. concerns the définition of
"work" and the object of this work. thé child to adopt. This narrative may be
termed "mythical" as it abolishes the différence between voluntary and paid
work and transcend the sociological order. extemal to the service. Produced by
a group of women (the "adoption's makers") dominating the running of the
service, this narrative is opposed implicitly to the managerial "quantitative"
policy (following the logic of emergency) of the NGO authority. It privilegiates
ils own hierarchy of values, and. particularly. it emphasizes the "pure" work.
that is the "non-profitable work". and the child "out of market". personified by
the "old. ill and ugly" child. commercially unsaleable. It refuses explicitly the
extrême forms of global économie model. as the "child-for-sale". sold on
catalogue by commercial agencies. which are located "elsewhere". in the
Anglo-Saxon world. It doesn't seem to be the reflection of a particular political
or religious ideology. It just concerns the re-assertion of a local identity.
subjected to the pression of globalization.
Key words : Procoli. adoption, identity. mythical narrative, work. voluntary
help. France
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