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Article abstract
About Positions in Religious Alliance Relationship : " Husband " of a Spirit, "
Wife " of a God
The author develops reflections about " marriage alliance " as used to
metaphorically designate a widespread type of relationship between humans
and supernatural entities. Her argument is rooted in her analysis of data from
shamanistic societies living on hunting in thé Siberian forest. The main
purpose of thé shamanistic function is to make thé spirits of wild animais into
partners " allied " by marriage, so as to turn hunting into an exchange
relationship with them. The human partner, represented by the shaman,
stands in the " husband's " position in the alliance relation, the game-giving
spirit partner, in that of the " wife ".
The Siberian case is stated as a reference for a short comparative survey
focused on the orientation of the alliance relationship in different religious
Systems. In this perspective, it appears that the alliance relation between a "
possessed " person and a deity is conceived of as a wife-to-husband relation,
and so is the Alliance with God in Abrahamic religions : it is the human partner
who is in the " wife's " position (at either individual or collective level), while
the divine partner is in that of the " husband's ".
Some typical features associated with these two polar positions are mentioned.
Key words : Hamayon, alliance, marriage, husband, wife, shamanism,
possession, metaphor, good luck, Siberia
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