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Article abstract
ABSTRACT
« Neither Victors nor Vanquished » : The First Encounters Bet\veen Inuit
Shamans and Missionaries in Three Canadian Arctic Régions
Adopting thé hypothesis that religious change is shaped by cultural schèmes.
this paper focuses on thé first encounters between Inuit shamans and
missionaries. Using a comparative perspective that takes its roots in structural
history. thé process that urged thé Inuit shamans to convert is analysed.
Comparing régional variations due to thé historical contacts and économie
context. I outline thé main cultural logic guiding this process : relation and
alliance with spirits. In this way. shamanism is characterized as a System
naturally open to innovation. T\vo thèmes are particularly explored : how
thèse encounters inform us about thé shamanistic system. and how thé
syncretistic approach should be abandoned to thé benefit of clearest
interprétations.
Key words : Laugrand. Inuit. syncretism. shamanism. conversion, cultural
schèmes. symbolic Systems. Canada
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