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Article abstract
" Info a Basket Carried on the Back " : Importance of Basketry in
Gathering/Hunting/ Fishing Economies in Northwestern North America
The role of basketry in traditional cultures and economies of the Northwest
region is surveyed and examined, together with the history, diversity and
applications of baskets, and the investments of time, energy and knowledge
required to produce them. As major containers for food harvesting,
transportation and storage, baskets have been an integral part of the seasonal
food production Systems in the region. Basketmaking is traditionally women's
work. It reflects a complex system of knowledge incorporating not only the
techniques of the art, but the ecological and cultural aspects of harvesting and
processing the materials. Changes in the production and functions of baskets
over time are discussed. Basketmaking continues to the present, but
basketmakers have noted impacts of industrial forestry and other recent
human activities on the materials they use. Directions for further research in
the ecological and économie aspects of basketmaking are suggested.
Key words : Turner, ecology, Native Americans, hunters and gatherers, fishing
people, handicrafts, basketry
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