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Article abstract
Knowledge About Women : Imagining, Empowering and Managing
Starting with what seemed like a trivial conflict, this paper shows how
scientific knowledges contribute to the construction of a representation of
women in society and of their place in bureaucratie apparatus. By once again
going over the officiai Quebec government policies concerning the status of
women of 1978 and 1993, it clarifies certain aspects of this conflict and shows
how scientific knowledges contribute to the formulation of administrative and
legal measures which then have an impact on ail citizens. The analysis of the
manner in which a small group of women challenged an imposing technocratie
machinery clearly shows that such Systems are in fact indissociable from many
actors and practices. Paradoxically, the efforts of the feminist activists towards
a recognition of women in and by the administrative structures unexpectedly
resuit in their management, that is their transformation into objects of
knowledge, planification and intervention.
Key words : Couillard, feminism, community organisations, expert knowledge,
bureau-cracy, State, Québec.
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