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Article abstract
Blood Stakes : The Official Production of Stereotypes in the Balkans The Case of
Greece
This article addresses the play of symbolism in national and ethnie identity in
Greece. " Mentality " is not a useful concept for clarifying the phenomenon we
call " nationalism ". for it is itself an intégral part of the ideological and
rhetorical panoply of that phenomenon. In that sense it operates at the same
level as blood, a powerful symbol endowed with agnatic authority and
considered to play a major role in the transmission of collective character
(which includes " mentality "). and one whose segmentary logic, thinly
disguised, is reproduced in state rhetoric. This underlying logic of nationalist
practice provokes minority populations to form an essentialist "ethnie
consciousness", modeled on that of the majority group, which nevertheless
denies them the reciprocal recognition of their legitimacy or even of their
existence. The blood metaphor could thus be used to revive some especially
disturbing tendencies with respect to the current situation in the Balkans.
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