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Article abstract
Masks and Sex
This article is an attempt to apply Lacanian psychoanalytical concepts to
ethnology. More specifically. it tries to outline the psychological process that
allows human beings to go beyond the symbiosis with the mother and reach
the symbolic level : it suggests that the use of masks is one of the main/fîrst
signifying practices associated with this process. As tools of humanization.
masks permit the passage from incest to conjugality. from the state of
gemmation to the state of individuality. from hybrid being to human being.
from aphasia to language. But this has been above ail a mâle adventure. the
female being the keeper of ail the mâle had to lose during the process. The
animated trance of the internai object she is supposed to hâve received places
the woman in opposition to the externally-oriented masked cérémonials.
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