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Article abstract
Self, Body and the * Crisis of Présence »
During the 1950 and 1960 years in Italy, Ernesto De Martino, a
philosopher-ethnologist, worked out an ideological approach of the gramscian
anthropology, emphasizing the body as the locus of résistance of the subaltern
classes : he might thus be seen as the founder of the italian ethnopsychiatry.
Rethinking today the demartinian anthropology, as well as some of its most
characteristic notions (the historical subject, the présence crisis, the possession
ri tuai) which attempt to widen and deepen the relation between subject,
madness and culture, allows us to put into perspective thèse positions and
those of the current north american anthropological psychiatry. Thus, the
materials collected during a research made in the Sannio area on the female
identity and corporal and psychological suffering are revisited in the light of
thèse theoretical guidelines.
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