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Article abstract
The Madness of Metaphor
Récent work in cognitive science suggest that both conventional and
innovative constructions of expérience and mediated by metaphoric concepts.
Metaphors bridge sensory, affective and conceptual meaning so that even
abstract concepts are grounded in and contribute to bodily and social
expériences. Through the example of a woman suffering from sensations of
floating, I illustrate how metaphor theory intégrâtes social and bodily aspects
of illness expérience. This approach promises to bridge constructivist and
realist accounts of illness and so to situate symbolic and Imaginative processes
within a shared world of substance and feeling.
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