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Article abstract
Melanesian Systems of Cérémonial Exchanges
Chains of Partners, Redistribution and Discontinuous Generalized Exchange
In Melanesia, exchanges very often occur by means of intermediaries or
middlemen : an item x circulâtes from X to Y and from Y to Z, an item y
circulâtes from Z to Y an'd from Y to X. Three Systems of cérémonial exchanges
are analyzed in this paper : kula, tee and umalu. In each case, chains of three
partners or more are characteri/ed by the following set of rules : (a) a man
participâtes in several chains, (b) an item should never be returned to its first
donor, (c) Y must gi ve to Z the item he receives from X or an item of similar
value, (d) the gift and the return gift follow the same path, in reverse order.
Some différences and similarities between such chains of partners,
redistribution (Polanyi) and discontinuous generalized exchange (Lévi-Strauss)
are examined.

https://apropos.erudit.org/en/users/policy-on-use/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/as/
https://id.erudit.org/iderudit/015220ar
https://doi.org/10.7202/015220ar
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/as/1992-v16-n2-as790/
https://www.erudit.org/en/journals/as/

































