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Article abstract
Subsistence Crisis, or Crisis in the Explanatory Models ? Notes on an Indian
Movement and ils Interprétations
In the following article, the author questions the excessive use of the notion of "
crisis " in the human sciences, particularly regarding the explanation of social
movements. Reviewing ethnological, sociological and économie studies dealing
with the " rural crisis in Mexico ", he shows that the notion has being used
rather indiscriminately for two décades both to describe and to explain a wide
array of phenomena, from land concentration and proletarian-ization (or
non-proletarianization) of peasants to Indian acculturation and the various
contradictory policies followed by the Mexican Government during the same
period. In particular, the large peasant and native mobilization of the seventies
has been interpreted as " fighting back the crisis ". On the basis of interviews as
well as ethnohistorical data in the Sierra Norte de Puebla, he then proceeds to
elicit the Nahua concepts corresponding to the food crisis and the social crisis,
as well as to describe the traditional means of dealing with thèse. He stresses
the fundamental différence between thèse cultural responses and the native
protest movement of the 70s which gave birth to a large coopérative
organization, the Tosepan Titataniske. Rooted in a perception of abundance
rather than scarcity, the movement bears witness to the présence of a
modernizing will within the nahua communities, which articulated with
national policies.
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