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Article abstract
AIDS, Syphilis, and the Process of Stigmatisation The Historical Roots of Policy
and Préjudice
This article describes some of the similarities and différences between the
épidémie of venereal syphilis in the late 15'th and early 16'th centuries and the
AIDS épidémie of the last décade. It is argued hère that the contemporary
process of stigmatization of persons with AIDS is partly a syntactical process of
language which is rooted in the earlier syphilis épidémie. The resuit is an
unconsciously constrained manner of thinking and policy formulation in
which stigmatized individuals are made to buttress an increasingly
problematic ideology by simultaneously representing divine reproof and
évidence of moral decay. Illustrations are drawn form récent policy in British
Columbia.
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