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Article abstract
" But Their Needs are so Few "
The Inuit of Ungava Bay and Trade at Fort Chimo (1830-1843)
Using archivai and published sources, this paper examines the advent and the
development of trade between the Inuit of Ungava Bay and the Hudson's Bay
Company at Fort Chimo, from 1830 to 1843. It shows that a) the trade at Fort
Chimo was an extension of former trading relationships with the Moravian
stations of Labrador, which were carried on after 1830 ; b) it involved the
participation of servants, homeguards and seasonal visitors (250
approxi-mately), who originated mainly from the West Coast of Ungava Bay ; c)
it led to the irregular exchange of a limited variety and quantity of products,
mainly through middlemen ; d) it had a séries of conséquences such as group
and individual specialization in trade, partial modification of interethnic
relationships, épidémies, starvation, population movements, etc. In this
process, most Inuit kept their mode of production intact and remained
independent of the Europeans.
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